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Groton  Heights,  or  the  Borough  of  Groton 


By  MARY  E.  DENISON 


l\(  ).\  1  I  ;i  I'l'S  or  Borou.qli  is 
hcaiil  i  I'll  11  \  >ituated  on  the  river 
I  liaiiie^,  ilireclly  (>pj)osite  .\e\\ 
Liiiidiiii,  (  I  iunecticut,  willi  which 
il  is  ei'iUK-eted  by  a  ferr\'  and  alsci 
by  a  draw  l)rid<;e  o\  er  which  i;o  iiian_\-  trains 
daily. 

One  cro>--inL;  the  ri\  er  to  ( iroton  sees  the 
villatje  spread  (Uit  hefnrc  liini  ahmL;"  tlie  hanks 
of  the  ri\er  and  npon  ihe  hills  almvc.  ddicrc 
upon  tlie  summit,  is  the  tall  shaft  of  the  nuuiu- 
nient  which  commemorates  that  memorable 
day,  Sept.  6,  1781,  on  which  the  bra\-c  men  of 
(iroton  and  xdcinity  fim.L^ht  f(ir  liome  and 
country  in  the  (jid  furt.  whose  ramjjarts  lie 
just  at  the  south.  C'lo^e  tn  the  monument  is 
the  house  used  for  their  meetinj^s,  and  recent- 
ly enlarged  by  the  .\nna  W  arner  llaile}-  ("hap- 
ter  of  the  l)auj.;hlers  of  tlie  American  Re\olu- 
tion,  full  of  interesting  relic--.  .\ear  bv  stands 
the  school  house,  where  the  children  should 
earl)'  learn  love  of  honor  and  of  countr\'  as 
ih.ey  hear  about  the  heroic  Lechard  and  hi^ 
valiant  followers  who.  carini^^  more  for  honor 
than  for  life,  pierced  wilh  manv  a  wr)nnd.  fell 
'd)ea<l  on  the  lM(d(l  of  (  ilorw" 

Xortli  of  the  --clioo-l  house  is  om'  beautiful 
library  to  \\lii(  h  llu-  ImoI  bo\ more  often 
than  not  o|  loieii^ii  Imih,  come  to  see  llic 
sword  of  Col.  I.ed\ard  or  in  <;el  a  ".Stor\-  of 
Ihe  I\evohilioii."  lieie  a  tine  collection  of 
about  li\'e  llioiisand  books  fi'ee  lo  aiu  who 
ni.ay  eare  Ui  rc.id.  A  liltir  distance  iio'-ili  of 
the  library  ma\  be  seen  llu'  lower  of  ihe  line 
new  Coiii^re^al  ioiial  church. w  hich  ancient  01- 
.^anizalion  sulTcied  so  ;i|  ihe  time  of  the  mas- 
sacre. Still  f.irlher  lo  the  lUMlh  is  the  f'ap 
list  church,  the  second  edifice  of  the  sociel\-. 


Just  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  the  Baj)- 
tist  chnridi  is  -^et  ihe  old  lion.-e  in  which 
li\ed  the  famous  "Mollier  l!aikw"'  alter  whom 
the  local  chapter  of  the  1).  .\.  \\.  is  named.  A 
few  rods  north  of  the  "Mother  l'.;iile\"  lionse 
stands  what  is  left  of  the  (dd  ( Uni^re^alional 
church  l)uilt  in  iS:;.4,  the  third  buildiiiL;  of  thai 
societ}',  to  wdiich  ".Mother  l;,iile\"  would 
iKwer  come,  |)referriipL;"  to  w.alk  out  to  the 
old  "black  meeting  house,''  abinil  a  mile  awaw 
where  she  would  listen  to  the  robins  as  the\- 
sang  and  hear  the  frogs  croak. 

The  pilgrim  upon  reaching  Groton  finds 
himself  in  the  business  part  of  the  \dllage, 
near  the  stores  anrl  post  office.  Tie  |)robablv 
sees  the  trolley,  for  this  is  the  terminus  of  the 
Groton  and  AA'esterly  line.  l^irning  to  the 
south  he  goes  but  a  short  distance  before 
reaching  the  Ebenezer  .\\ery  house,  now- 
marked  by  a  tablet,  to  which  the  wounded 
were  taken  after  the  battle.  .\\  the  fool  of 
Fort  street  is  the  Kpisco]-)al  church.  T'.y  this 
street  one  ran  gf)  directl)'  into  tlie  fori  and 
then  visit  the  points  of  interest  wdiich  he  has 
already  seen  from  ihe  ri\-er. 

The  town  i)f  (h-oton  of  which  the  borough 
is  a  part  lies  between  the  ddiames  and  ^fystic 
rix'crs  and  origin.illy  extended  from  Groton 
T.oiig  Point  lo  Ihe  Preston  line,  unlil  North 
Groton,  now  f.edxarfl.  seiiarated  in  i8;/i,  mak- 
ing a  large  town  by  itself.  <n-ot(Mi  now  in- 
cluiles  the  P.orough,  Center  Groton.  Piupion- 
nock  P.ridge,  Noauk  and  Afw-tic.  The  town  is 
duersified  b\  high  hills,  deep  \  alle\-s,  ;ind  w  iile 
idains.  (^\er  these  oiux'  r.ianusl  ihe  led  man. 
Ihe  llerce  Pi'(pio|,  niilil  Ca|)l.  M.asdn  and  his 
followers  oil  Afay  j('),  1637  "in  order  to  lia\M' 
justice  on  the  Indi.m."  look  and  dcslro\-e(l  the 
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4                                       insroh'/c  G/^o'JO.Y 

stroiii^IuiKl  (if  llu'ii-  (  liicl  Sa>>aciis  mi  l'e(|Uii:  the  (.a^K-ni  spur  of  W  iniliri  ip's  Xeck. 

llill  anJ  ciiiU'il  the  rei|Uiit  jiow':;-  in  lIic  enlo-  where   \va^  his  liome  jui,"     \\  iih   ihc  ail\ ice 

iiy.    This  shui,L;lUer  nf  ihe  l'ei|Uii[s,  who  were  and  con^-eiit  of  Ali-.  Winliuoji  a  -rani  of  hincl 

Ml   ho^lile   lo   (he    l'ji.L;lish,   tools    |ihu-e   hefoi'e  lvii;,L^  north  of  hi->  w.i--  L;i\eii  in   id^S  "r  '^d  to 

thcie   were   an)    set  1  leiniMils   nearer   than    llie  Thomas    lla\le\,   wlio   -oon   settled    here  and 

(, 'onnecticiU  ri\er.     In   i(ij4  the  (leiieral  rouil  heeanie  a  faianer.    (  )lher  eail\   settler-  in  that 

of  Al assachu>ett s    L;a\e    Joiin    W  inthroji,    the  \ieinil\    were  the  Starrs,  (dher-,  l.e-ler^  and 

younger,  a  i^rant  of  land  in  the  l'e(|Uot  conii-  r>nddinL;lon>.      It  is'   not    eas\     to    lind  who 

try  and  in  i()4(i  lie  fonnded  Xew    London,  of  had  land  at  that  earl\  date  in  what  is  now  oiir 

which   (iroton    was   a   part,   heini;'  called    the  iioi-onj^li.  htit   ('a]il.  Sainnel  (.'liestei'.  who  lo- 

"F.ast  Side.'  eated  in  Xew  London  ahonl  id'i,^,  had  ;i  L^r.mt 


i;i;(H(i\,  i.ookim;  noim'h^  i  I!( )\i  'ni i:  momm i:n  r 

Ihe  land  on  the  we>t  of  the  ri\er  was  first  of  hind  ^i\en  him  in  (iroton  where  h'ort  (  iris- 

1"'"''""^'''           ^"          >^'lll^''s   l-r  then-  home  wold  and  the  monnmen  t  now  Mand, 

liils,  then  that  on  the  east   for  larminv.     ddie  .        ,                   •            ,,  , 

,  Ihe   hrst   honsv  on   (  ,io|on    Laids   wa>  thai 

broad  plains  o|  I  oi|tionnock  were  eail\  taken 

,      ,,  •                            ,         ,     ,       ■     '     ,  hell  iiiL' inij    to  t  ar\    Latham,   who   hail  leased 

lor  tills  purpose.  Winihiop  had  a  larm  there,  .       ,.  ' 

1  ,-,  -  ,1  111.-  1  II  ihe  leriw  lor  li  11  \  \eais  Irom  .March  Mi=,S- 
and  amon^  those  who  had   laim--  ,uid  settled 

there  as  early    as    1.13.,    were    james    Mor.^aii  '  '''^             '"   "'^-^        ^'"'^  -^^^■^■^■^■^\^'^\  1'^  hi- 

and  James   .\very,   lioil,   men   ,,f   noW   m    the  -"""'l^'^^.  .I"!'"    W  dhanis,  oi    whom  |o-liiia 

I  i.iiinuinily.     dlie    lioii-e    of    ilu     htlUr.    the  Memp-Uad's  diar\    says:  -die  kepi   the  ferr> 

crii^inal    'dli\c   of    ihr     \\ei\-,"    -tood    milil  \\iicn    (  ,i-o|oii    and    .Xew     l.omloii    were  one 

July,  lXi;4,  when    il    was  Imriied    In    a    spark  lnwn,  had    hill    oiu'    minister    and    one  caj)- 

l'''||ii  a  loeomoli\  e.  iainX  company."    I  he    ferryhoat    ilieii    w  a-  a 

W  inlhro])X  L^ranl  on  liroi,,n  I '.auk  Was  "op  -co  w  w  i  l  h  1  loi  h  -ai  L  a  ml  oars. 
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IJJSrOKlC  GKOTOX 


Grants  hiiul  liad  (.'arl)  liccii  lakcn  in  \\>- 
c|Uonnock  and  .Myotic  and  in  order  to  Cdnnect 
the  scattered  farni>  nn  the  e>i--l  >ide  with  New 
London  a  hi^h\\a_\'  h  ilh  i\\  ini;  the  nld  Indian 
trail  from  Gr(.)ttin  lianl^  to  .\l\>tie  Riser  was 
hiitl  out  in  l(i5_',  hnl  lie^ond  l'"(/rl  Mill,  it  \va> 
a  mere  pentwa)'  until  1700.  W  Inn  KinL^  I'lnl- 
i])'s  war  broke  mit  in  K175  the  men  cd'  (iroton 
\  olunteered  t< '  liL;hl  a^ain.st  the  foe.  ddiev 
with  a  remnant  of  the  l'e(|niit>,  were  led 
Ca])t.  James  .\\ery. 

Idle  settlers  n[)on  the  east  --ide  crossed  the 


tra\elied  to  Hartford  to  the  (ieneral  (  DUit  ti) 
bring'  this  alioiit.  In  1702  jiermissiiin  was 
given  them  to  l)nild  a  meeting  hnuse  Ihirty- 
h\e  feet  square,  to  organi/e  a  church  and  In 
h.irc  a  miihster  at  tlie  jdint  expense  of  the  east 
and  west  sides  ol  the  to\vii.  In  1703  the  hou^e 
was  built  at  Center  (.mlon,  the  mnsl  cenlral 
location.  Re\ .  l''.])liraim  W  1 1<  iilbi  idgc  was  the 
lirst  pastor.  Two  _\ears  later  the  I'-ast  .Sule 
jjecame  a  separate  townshii)  and  was  called 
(iroton,  in  honor  of  Gov.  Winthrop's  home  in 
I'.ngbnul. 


rilK  KlUONKZKIt  AVK1(\  IIOIISE 
W'lii'iv  wiiuiulfd  A  luericiUis  wc-io  left  ;it  tlio  Huttli-  of  (liutdli  Heights 


river  to  attend  church  and  were  taxed  for  its 
siijjport.  Many  of  them  had  long  distance.^  to 
go  and  in  16S7  it  was  ordered  that  fur  the  fu- 
ture they  might  in\ile  the  minister  of  the 
town  to  preuch  mi  their  side-  nf  ihe  ri\iT  every 
third  Sunday  dniing  ihe  hmr  nmst  di-^agree;l- 


I II  the  division  of  (  irotnn,  chihlren  were  tn 
lia\e  the  privilege  cif  the  schools  on  the 
west  side;  the  jud>hc  ministerial  lands 
were  to  be  in  ciimnniii.  whiU'  .\ew  [.on- 
diin  was  tn  be  allnwH,!  i.i  eul  masts 
l(ir  ships  Irom  the  I  'ine  .Sw  amp  (  d'  (  in  ii.  m.  The 


Ide  nuinths  id'  the  )  ear.     .Xbnui  Hu'  \  ear  1700      slor\'  of  dur  tirsi  town  tdei'k,  bdin  l)a\  ie,  reads 


the  ])eople  began  to  ask  liisl  fiT  a  church  or- 
gani/.ation  of  tln'ir  own  and  lln'ii  fi  n  a  separate 
lovviisliip,     C"a]it.   James    .Aserv,    wlm    was  a 


hke  a  romance,  lie.  like  his  neighbuis,  wa^  a 
iarmer,  but  a  \sc\\  educated  man,  a  graduate 
id'   llar\ard,  and  of  a  I'ndd  old   famih      (  )ne 


loyal  supporter  of  the  chuich  in  New  l.omlon,      da\  in  1707  wdiile  hoeing  in  his  li 


eiii  ,\  im'^seii- 
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inSTOR 

j^cr  appearcil  who  salnU-il  hini  '"Sir  Jnlin 
|)a\i(.,"     riiiiii  (Icparlurc  fur   Miiyiaiul  lu 

ciUcr  iiitii  |)' lssL•:5^i^ HI  oi  hi>  \  asi  otalcs,  he 
kll  iiiiiiu'N  fur  a  haiiilMiinc  ci  mii  iiuiiii(  ui  cu]) 
Imt  Air.  W  I  K  nil  in(lL;e church.  The  cup  bc'ar^> 
llii.s  in.scripl  i<  111  :  "  I  hc  ni  Sir  Jnhn  JJax  ic 

li  1  the  (.  huia  h  1 1|  (  In  i.sl  al  t  jrdtiin." 

(  )nc  1)1  the  early  (Icacinih  oi  the  churcii  was 
lolui  Scahiirx  ,  \\hii>c  L;raiiil.'-ou,  horu  m  North 
tiicitoii,  \\a.-^  thai  Samuel  Scaliur)'  who  was 
the  t'u>l  hi-hop  di  L  oiiiiccl icut  aud  of  the 
rpi.^copal  church  in  llie  Liiiled  Slate:.  When 
W  hitelichl  caiiu-  [o  .New  l'.ni.;lanil,  Kev.  jona- 
ihau  llailier,  who  wa~.  then  pa>tor  of  the 
church,  hem.L;  lii^  ilexoUil  frieiul,  iiixiled  him 
lo  \  i^it  I  Ciller  I  jroii  ii I .  Me  canie  hr.^t  in  heh., 
IJI),^,  ami  preached  iii  ihi.'  old  iiieetiiii;  house 
and  aL^aiu  m  jmie  iil  lhal  \  ear  he  preached  to 
a  multitude  in  lioni  oi  .Mr.  llaiiierV  hou>e. 

In  ahonl  iJ'iS  new  iiieelinL;  hou>e  was 
huilt  on  (irolon  I'.aiik  ou  the  ohl  hiniiwa}'  a 
mile  from  ihe  lei  i  \  .  I  lii.-^  ]iou>e  i.^  .soiuelimes 
->poken  of  a--  ihe  old  "Idack  meeting  house," 
from  the  fad  lhal  it  wa.^  iie\er  painted  and 
then  a;^<iin  a^  the  "kiiiiie  mceliiiL;  house," 
from  the  l\e\ .  \aoai  Kmiie,  the  pastoi"  at  the 
tune  it  was  huilt,  ami  durniL;  the  Revolution. 


i  i;oi.i,i;v  iKii.Mi.M  .s 


ShiphuildiiiL;  was  one  ol  the  town's  earliest 
industries.  rhoni.is  Slari  ol  (ii'i)lon  llank,  a 
ship w  rii^lit .  in  1710  sold  a  sloop  c.illed  the  "Sea 
I'lowcr"  which  he  desciihes  as  "a  scpiare- 
sterned  \  e-^sel  ii|  sixl \  -se\'eii  Puis  and  six- 
se\enlh-  ol  a  Ion,  luiill  h\'  me  m  (  iroton." 
(  )ur  \  dl.r.^e  liccame  l.iiiious  l''i  llie  liuildim; 
id  immeuse  -diip--  way  haik  in  IJ-.S-  .\IhiuI 
that  linu'  a  ship  luiildei,  t  apt.  John  |elVre\-, 


;  GROTON  7 

came  to  (iroton  I'lank  ami  ohlainetl  a  i^iaiit  of 
land  Ujiou  the  n\'er.  Ilere  he  lniilt  two  larL;e 
ships,  one  ol  these  heini^  as  larL;e  lor  lu'i"  da\' 
as  the  l)i^^"  steamers  lat(.d\  huilt  here.  It  was 
the  larj^est  ship  thai  had  then  hi^-eii  eonsirucleil 
this  side  the  .\tlantic.  This  ,L;i'eal  ship  of  sexfii 
hundred  tons  was  launched  ()cl.  u,  \']  1^.  A 
crow'tl  of  ])ejii)le  came  to  the  laimchiiiL;.  I  he 
other  shi])  of  fue  hundred  and  se\eul\  tons 


<:ii()n)\  I  KKUY 


was  called  the  l)oii  Carlos  .md  sailed  for  Lis- 
bon. 

Jetirey  was  the  builder  of  smaller  ships  as 
well;  (,.)ct.  173S,  John  Lcdxard,  the  father 
of  John  Ledyard  "the  traveler,"  s, tiled  for 
JMis^laml  in  a  new  Snow  built  by  c'apt.  Jeffrew 
John  Ledyard,  called  "the  lr,i\eler,"  was  one 
ol  ( irotoii's  noted  men.  Me  --.iiled  w  ith  i'a[)l. 
Ld(.ik  on  his  second  \'oyaL;e  around  the  wi'ild, 
of  which  he  ])iiblished  an  accnunl.  Later  he 
penetrated  into  the  heart  of  Russia.  Me  next 
became  one  o|  a  party  lo  explore  iIk'  Nile,  bul 
was  taken  sick'  ami  dietl  al  I  airo  in  178S,  aL;ed 
lhirty-se\en. 

The  iuhabilants,  who  were  at  first  farmers, 
were  now  lo  a  i^rcat  I'xlent  a  seafaring;  people, 
carr^  iui.;  011  Iraile  aloui;  the  coast  ami  with  the 
Wt'sl  Indies  and  hhiropeaii  pinds  until  the 
Revolution  put  an  end  to  ,ill  such  tralTio. 
.Souk-  (d'  ''jrolon's  adxeiilurous  i.nes,  as  widl  as 
the  men  of  .\'ew  London,  filled  out  pri\aleers 
and  si.'iil  them  onl  to  daimiL^e  the  llritish  ships 
\\liicli  v\ cr^'  hai  i  \  iii;.^  our  coasts.  I  luw  re- 
turned idleii  with  ,L;reat  pri/es.  hai^hl  hun- 
dred and  three  recorded  prizes  were  broiiL;hl 
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into  thi>  liarimr  iluriiiL;  llic  war.  It  is  liltk' 
woiiilcr  llial  ilie'  rii"lli>li  N\i.ri'  anximis  In  i;cl 
]K)SSc->.sii  111  nl  ilii^  >i  n  uiL^lu  lid  i>i  rclicls. 

(initmi  was  >clllcil  liy  iik-ii  and  wmuci)  whn 
tdiik'  ail  iiUcrcsl  in  t.(liu  aliiin,  l>Ldi(.'\L'd  in  civil 
antl  rcli,L;iiuis  Iricddiii,  and  llnisc  wlm  .succeed- 
ed I'heni  were  lilied  with  ilie  same  sjjiril.  ddie}" 
were  jiislK  indi^naiii  al  lw  er\  measure 
adiijjted  l)\  (ileal  lirilain  id  curlail  indepen- 
dence (il  iIiiuil;1iI  and  acinui  amiiHL;  llie  coln- 
nies.  Thi-^  tuwn.  lilu'  many  anoilier,  declared 
war  lur  il-ell  aL;ain>i  (lenr^e  Ml  ol  I'ji^land. 
.\  hold  and  ])alri(ilic  s])inl  animated  llieni"  lown 
meelini;s.  iMiremosl  in  their  ])lans  was  .Sihis 
Deaiie  nl  .Xnrth  (imlnn.  until  the  t  oh.nial 
i  .eL;islat  ure  sent  him  tn  the  (niuinenlal  (nn- 
,iL;ress,  hy  wliich  he  was  later  appniiued  am- 
hassadnr  to  hiaiue.  lUher  leading  men  were 
the  .\\ei_\s,  the  .Starr--,  the  (  he>ters,  the  Led- 
yaials — W  illiani,  h'l leiie/i  r  and  ^  nuui^s — and 
'I'hos.  Mumlnrd,  wlm  wa>  nne  nl  [he  ninsl  effi- 
i  lent  nf  the  "Smm  nl'  I  ihert  \  ." 

Mr.  Mumliird,  wiili  t'leseu  nther  men  nt' 
Cniinecticnl  in  Ajuil,  1773,  inrnu-d  the  prnject 


111  nllier  places,  a  m.an  wlmm  Irumlnill 
tru.-.tcd.  In  1775  .\li".  .Mumlniil  was  nm,-  n|  a 
cnmmitt(.'e  n|  the  (  ieiieral  .\s>cmlil_\  tn  exam- 
ine the  jjnint.s  nl  delence  and  reimrt  nii  the  hcst 


■rnr;  eni:sii:i;  imi  .si-; 

I'liis  lujusi.-,  llii' iildrsl  il  w  cli  i  n  ^  i  II  i  ;  rotuii,  \\:is  liiiill  in  V,':!. 
liy  'I'lujiiiiis  ( 'luslir.    r'nnii    il  dii  Si  pi.  i;sL   hmi    ul  his 

SUMS  111  arc  hud  U)  I  lie  dLdencr  ol  I'ui  i  i.i  isw  nld  ,nid  I  w  d  ol  1  linn 
were  Ml<ll■lall.^■  wounded  thai  d:i.x  .  1  lie  hi.n,~e  \\:is  in  Ihe 
( 'liesler  IM  niily  o\  er  a  i-eiiUii\ .  In  llnwajiil  IMJn  rijni|i:iny 
dT  soldieis  Weie  quailert'd  llieie  wlm  were  on  paliol  dnl\  on 
tluM-oasl.  .\  liliUsli  ship  lired  :i  ^hol  one  d:i\  w  liii  li  hil  llie 
eliiinney.  iiial;iiiiA  a  lari;e  hole  and  uii^eiiini:  .i  jiaii  oi  ham 
w  liieh  was  Iryilii;  ()\  ei  Ihe  eoals  in  Ihe  lai-e  1 1 1  e]  il  .1  ei  .  ihns. 
lo  the  dismay  ol  .Madam,  inakini;  a  lim  urease  sjiot  on  her 
spoUess  w  hile  lloor.  'l  lie  house  is  in  a  uood  slale  ol  jireserva- 
lioii  and  the  e.Meiior  remains  Ihe  same  as  a  eeiitury  auo. 
I  he  larui  is  now  ow  ned  l),v  (.'apt.  .lolin  n.  Spieei'  of  Mastern 
J'oinl 


cni..  ia;i:.\ i:zki;-.\  \  i.i;  \  in ii  si-: 

'I'liis  honsi-  was  hiiill  alioul  ITiii  hy  ('id.  I'diene/.cr  -\\(.'r,s 
who  was  horn  .\laieh  ITDI,  and  du  d  in  .\l a.\  ,  ITKII.  lie  re- 
eeis'ed  a  eoniniissioii  as  l.ieiil.  ol  Isl  1  o.  Mh  lleuimeiit  ol  Colo- 
ny ol' ( 'oiineelleul,  .\la\  .  17'JS.  h\  oi  di  i  ol  K' inu  I  H  oruo  1  I .  lie 
was  m.nle  Captain  in  I7:!:i,  Colonel  in  IT:!;),  and  remained  hi  ol'- 
llee  under  i  leorite  II  a  ml  (  o-orue  1 1 1  nil  III  t  lie  colonies  declared 
their  ijidependence.  . Viler  that  he  held  his  place  as  Colonel 
undej-  llu;  I'lan  ol  the  r'ree.  C<d.  .\\ery 's  son  Idienezer  Used  al 
the  homeste.-id.  On  ,Sepl.  11,  I7KI,  when  tlie  alarm  w  as  uIn  en  <d 
the  1,'indm^  (d  the  liritish,  he  lell  his  plow  in  the  I'ln  row  and 
hasleiu  d  to  the  ih  leiice  ot  the  rorl  where  he  met  his  death 


•of  takiipn    1  icniidcrnoa.   which   ])laii   was  suc- 
cessfully carried  nut.     Me  was  ilu'  liisi  select 
mail  ilurm^  the  early  \ears  nl  ilie  war  ,'iiid  was 
the  liiiancial  mana:.;er  nl  the  alVairs  n|'  (  .minn. 
lie  was  in  enmimmical  inn  wiih  I'ellnw  |)atrinis 


means  of  secnriiiL;'  tlu'  i'nunlr\'  frnm  in\asinii. 
(irntmi  MeiL;lils  was  ime  nl  the  places  selected 
Inr  a  Inriihcat  inn.  I  he  (irnlmi  p.itrints,  ;ic- 
c nrdi II!..;'  In  .\1  iss  I  'an II'. ills,  "With  a  -pi rit  of  eii- 
ihusiasiii  that  ilid  imi  w.iii  for  le,L;islat i\'e  aid, 
\ oluiUaril)  threw  up  mtrenchmenis,  exca\ated 
ditches,  ami  erected  hreast  w  orks  ami  thouL;li 
they  had  no  ordnance,  excc'pl  a  few  pieces  al 
the  hatlery  al  I'he  lleiL^hts,  resnh  ed  tn  defend 
ihe  ])nsitinii  tn  1 1 ic  last  extremils."  Later  the 
lorl  was  linislud  and  ,L;i\eii  the  name  of  the 
Lieulenaiit  I  io\ erimr.  l.ed\ard  was  the  liisi 
aclual  commaiidcr,  hein^  appoimed  |ni\,  177(1. 
lie  later  had  charge  o|  [he  furls  ,,n  huth  sides 
nl  the  ri\'er  ami  at  .'^1 1  m im^ I nn. 

.\  lar,L;e  nnmlu'r  nl  men  Irmii  I  irolmi  en- 
listed in  the  ( 'oiiiinrnt;il  arnn,  llie  tow  n  car- 
in.L;'  Inr  their  familie--,  .\lau\  nf  ilieiii  were 
under  I  'u  1  nam  al  i  he  I  lal  I  le  nl  I  '.linker  I  I  ill, 
h'ew  wa'i'e  lefl  :il  liimie  In  o;,i|n.|-  m  |p^,  i,^,,-. 
\esls  and  delemi  the  tnwn  which  -ccnied  nf- 
tcu  111  danger  nl  an  mimedl.ile  .itlack.  as  main' 
limes  I'.ritish  ■|iien  n|  war  were  seen  in  llie  nf- 
liii.i;.    .\l  last  on  .St  pt,  o,  17S1,  came  ilie  dread- 
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cil  attack  aiul  a  Miiall  ;;an■i^(m,  aided  by  a  few 
\  oluiilCLTS,  were  all  wIid  w  ere  left  to  meet  the 
enemy. 

Ilravelv  the}  t'oui^lit  and  well,  until,  heing 
obliL;ed  lii  suiiciidei"  because  nl  the  tjver- 
wheliniuL;  nund)er  dl  ihe  eiieni\-,  ihe  hero  Lcd- 
\  ard  was  killed  ni  ilie  at'l  nf  hurreuderluL;  his 
swiird,  antl  .--uch  a  nia>^aci'e  |lolh)\\e(l  that 
e\eu  the  IJriti>h  oiiicers  cuuld  not  endure  the 


(iKoi'oN  iii:ii;n  rs  i;u  \mm  \i;  sciiihil 


.-jight,  LHie  of  tlicui  calliuL;  out  tn  his  men, 
"Stop,  slop,  in  the  name  e»f  heaven  !  My  suul 
canuut  bear  it."  .\lau\  ol  those  in  the  hglit 
that  day  were  \  ery  younj,;  men,  several  merely 
l)oys.  l^ittle  W'm.  Latham,  called  the  "d'owder 
j\lonkey,"  because  he  brought  ammunition 
from  the  magazine  to  the  soUliers,  escaped  in- 
jury and,  being  but  IweUe  years  old,  was  al- 
lowed to  go  free.  I)aniel  W  illianis  of  Sa)  brook, 
a  boy  of  fifteen,  who  was  sub>tituling  lor  a 
neighbor  Ijelouging  to  tlu'  garri^m,  was 
killed,  as  was  also  Thomas  .\\  er\  .  agi^l  se\  en- 
teen  years,  son  of  Park  .\\ery,  lighting  bra\ ely 
by  liis  father's  side. 

l>elton  Allyn  .lied  for  hi>  country  at  se\'en- 
teen  and  'Ihonias  Stari'  al  niiieleen.  ()lhers 
might  be  mentioned  a-  xnung,  or  bul  a  liltle 
older.  Si.xteeu  of  the  defenders  of  llu'  fort 
bore  the  name  o|  A\erw  Nine  of  iheni  were 
killed,  three  weie  woimded  and  four  taken 
prisoners.'  l'V)urleen  of  llu'  bra\e  men  wIkj 
died  that  da\'  and  three  (>!  the  wounded  wi're 
cai)lains,  having  eUlier  belonged  lo  llie  I'onli- 
nental  arni\'  or  militi.i,  or  were  captains  ol 
ships.  In  a  IcIU'r  wrillen  afler  the  battle  b\' 
'Idiomas  Mumford  |o  (  io\  ,   1  i  umbidl,  he  says: 
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"\\c  ha\e  Lost  the  llower  of  thi^  d'(.)wn,  both 
ii.  olhcer^  and  respectable  inhabitants.  My 
house  with  the  t  hiel  of  the  otherb  on  the 
I'.auk  are  ilurnt  and  many  faniilie^s  Left  desti- 
tute ol  food  and  Raiment." 

The  village  al  llii>  linu'  had  but  one  street, 
along  by  the  river,  and  when  fourleen  dvvell- 
;ng  houses,  louj  haiai.-,,  two  slumps,  two  stores 
ami  one  .--chool  hou-^e  were  burned,  but  few 
buildings  would  I)e  left.  The  house  of  lil)enc- 
zer  A\ery,  to  which  the  wounded  were  taken 
after  being  cruell)'  jolted  down  the  hill,  was 
set  on  hre,  bul  ihe  llames  were  e.\l inguishe(l 
in  time  te)  sa\  e  il  and  the  sulVerer^  witluu. 
1  here  were  more  than  forlv  wduien  of  ih'e 
I  ongregalional  church  in  (irolon  w  ho  that  day 
were  made  widows,  ami  no  man  was  left  at  the 
ne.xi  communion  to  pa.s-,  the  bread  and  wine. 

.Xotwithslanding  all  that  the  lovvu  had  suf- 
lere<l,  at  the  town  meeling  in  .Xovember  fol- 
lowing the  ballle  il  wa>  voted  lo  jiroxide 
I  loihing  f(a-  soldiers  >lill  in  ihe  field,  and  the 
ne.\l  s])ring  they  voted  again  to  ^eml  out  more 
men,  but  the  war  soon  closed  making  further 


(iiarroN  lioiaii en  iti  ii.niM;,  'iiL\.Mr:s  s'rii hav'i" 


sacrifice  tinneces^ary.  llusiiiess  ol  anv  k"ind 
was  nov\  al  a  low  ebb,  >clioo]s  wane  jioor,  the 
church  fell  into  a  decadenl  >tate;  ^ome  of  its 
members  not  willing  lo  be  taxed  |o  Mi])port 
religion,  became  Separatisl>,  and  held  meet- 
ings in  the  liisloim  \verv  hoU'-e.  blu'  l"on- 
gregalioual  ihuich  lor  lliirle(.'n  \cais  v\'as 
vvulioiit  a  settled  |la^tor.  when  in  iSii  .Mr. 
limothv  'rullle"  was  iiislalleil  over  the  Ivvo 
cIiuicIk's  of  (n'oloii  and  Xoilli  (irolon. 
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12  lus  Toiac  (iNoroN 

In   iSi_>  tolhiwcd  a  .secdiid  war  w  ilh  (  ircat  I'.ailcN  ,  \\\\^'  innmiilh  ilmiipcd  lu  r  liaiiiu'l  pcl- 

r.ritain  1  icoaii-f  ol  llic  iinprc^MiiL;  df  seanu'ii.  licoal  and  ,^a\c  ii   lo  Iniii  willi  iln'  wish  that 

I  his  liiWM  lu-iiiL;  ihc  hiiiiir  ii|  mi  many  M  ufai'-  "llic  aim  mi-hl  he  -iiic  and  llir  i  .\r(  nli.m  ihor- 

iii.l;  men  -nllcr.'d  in  ci  m -ci  |Urm  c.     .Ai'ain  ihi,^  .aiL^h  ^^\\  ihc  Imi-II-Ii."  I'.-i'  ihi-.  and  i/thi,M-]ia- 


harhiir    \\a>    lilorkt'd    l)\     Unlish    i  m.'n--(  1 1'- war  iriolic    ik'i,(h    "MunKi     i'laik's"'     was  nnKdi 

and  iiur  own  -.hi|i|im^  w\-nl  up  the  ri\cr.  h'drl  landed.   Proideaits  ami  slalrsmrn   \  i-^iu■d  her 

(irisw'ohl  was  au^ain   manneih     Rnmors  ol'  an  i  >  >  d(  >  lur  hi  m,  a". 

allack  hllcd  ihe  air  when  laie  (hi\   Maj.  Smith,  lium  lime  In  lime  aider  the  war^  whh  (  ireal 
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whii   CDmniainh'd    ihc    I'lal,    I'lminl    he    hickt'd  Ihiiain  had  eea^ed  ser\ iees  weie  hidd,  a^  m 

ll;innel  lor  wadihiiu;  Ini   ihe  .l^uiis,     ,  sent  mil  ihese  (kiys.  nii  Sept.  (>.  m  mem>ir_\  nl  ihe  Ihit- 

lur  siimc.    Idle  slma's  and  dwelHiii^v  wi'ie  I'ln  lie  of  tiiM|,ai  lleiL^his,    \  iiniewnrlln  meeliiiL^ 

ihe  iiKisl  ])arl  educed,  as  Ihe  w.imen  and  tdiil-  wa-^  held  in   iSj^,  when  eiL;hleen  ^iirvivaa-  of 

dren  had  lli'd  li  1  plares  dl  sa  I'el  \  .  SI  I  111  me  e<  luh!  llie   ma^->aeie,  dili-nred    wilh   si'ar^  nf  hallle 

Ih'  Iniiiid  unlil  ihe  me^seiiLM  1   mel    Mrs,    \niia  .md  laie  weaiiii-  a  \e-l  peilnraled  wilh  Imllel 
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lidlc'-,  lni)k  part  in  ihe  i  i,'lcl)rali' ni.  At  this 
nu'L'tiii;^  it  was  rcsiilvcil  lliat  a  iinimiinciit  he 
(Tcclrd  ill  hoimr  nl  tlic  lii  ax  r  nicii  w  lio 
in  l'(irt  I  irisw  <  ilil.  In  iSju,  wilii  |ir''])fr  i  ere- 
iiiiin\,  tlic  ctirncTsli  UK'  wa^  laiil,  and  in  i  iS^^i  > 
i1k'  nu  nininciit  w  a-  linisht-d.  I  lir  InmN  [or 
ImililiiiL^  wrri'  raided  li\  a  liitl^Tv  which  was 
L'.ranlcd  hy  the  lei;ishit me. 

(ii'dtun  Miinniiu-nl  Assoeiati"  m,  w  hich  is 
^till  in  existence,  liad  cliar,L;e  id  Ihe  hnihliiiL;'. 
To  this  (TrL^ani/atn  m  iinmew  was  L;i\('n  l)y 
Con,!:;ress  in  iSSi  In  tarrx'  up  the  sliafl  tn  a 
s\inmetrica1  heii^hl,  repair  the  cidnimi  and 
l)canlif\'  tlie  ^nimnls.  (hi  the  centennial  id 
the  hattle,  Sept.  d,  i(S,Si,  a  i^reat  cidi'hra I ii  m 
was  lield  wdiich  la-^led  twii  (Li\'s.  tn  whicli 
thousands  of  people  came,  .\  lar,L;e  Heel  nf 
\\'arslii|)s  was  in  tlie  harbor:  all  the  niililaiw  id 
the  state  were  here  with  the  ^^(wernor  and  his 
staff,  also  Hen.  Slierman  and  his  staff  of  the 
TTniterl  Statt's  ;irm\'.  A  sham  fiL^ht  tiiok  pi, ice 
in  imilatir>n  of  the  orii^inal  hatlle.  nralions 
were  (leli\ereil  h)-  Gen.  llawKw  and  Ifrm. 
Kdward  F.\-erett  TTale  ;  remarks  were  m.ule  1)\' 
other  famous  luen,  and  original  piiems  were 
read,  all  makiipQ'  a  vcrv  notable  occasion. 

.\t  the  time  of  the  ri\  il  war,  Gruldn  ac^ain 
rcs|ionded  nohh',  sending;'  m.am  men  1o  the 
front  and  spendiiip'  about  $8o,noo  fur  bnnnlics. 
premiums  and  support  of  families,  which  was 
luorc  than  any  other  town  in  the  count\-  with 
the  exception  of  Norwich. 

Fn  iSru  our  ,qo\'erniiicnt  felt  the  neerl  nf 
.greater  facilities  for  the  bnildinL;.  la'p.air  and 
dockage  of  its  v  essels.  .\  bnard  nf  nfficers  w  .as 
sent  to  examine  New  l.ondnii  h.iibnr.  .\fter 
cxaminatiuu  thev  repmicd,  "Tiic  liarbcn  nf 
New  f.niidini  pos.sesscs  L;rc,iter  ad\ .antaL^cs  for 
a  navy  yard  than  an\-  nthcr  Incation  examined 
by  this  board." 

Tn  iSr")..!  a  na\al  cnminillee  nf  the  Imiise  .also 
xa'sitcd  the  site  .and  rc])orled  in  ils  f;i\or.  N<i 
immediale  aclinn,  Imwex-cr,  w.as  t.aken.  Tn 
the  \-ear  i  Sr,;  .Mr.  film  K.  P.nlles  nave  tn  the 
slate  a  tract  nl  land  hdiii;  nii  the  rnver  In 
be  given  by  the  slate  In  the  gnx'ernmeiil  "for 
na\'al  purjioscs."  In  if^AS  the  gilt  was  made 
and  accejiled  b\-  the  :;o\-ernnuMil .  \ftei  a 
time  a  wharf  w.is  built     Storehouses,  tpiarlers 
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|i>r  (il'tic(.M>  and  hiIkm  liiiililinL;s  woi'c  rrcclfil, 
anioii.i;  llu'in  a  iliill  iim'Iii  imu-  liiiiuli  rd  ami 
e  ii^lil  \ -I  w  1 1  li\   li>il\  iM       l1-^^.•<l  in  niiincc- 

liiui  with  a  li.ininii^  ^cIumiI  inr  marims  wlmli^ 
iiiir    u;i  )\ (.'nniu'iU    lln'ii    planin'il    In         al  1 1  i --li 
lici'c.     XdlhiiiL;  niiirr.  Imw  cn  it,  lainc  (il  ii,  liu' 
\  aril  lii'iiiL;  n-cd  iiu  i  i  h   as  a  ciialini;  slaliwii. 

I  )iiriiii;  i1k'  time  llial  llir  whaling;  illU•^^.■-^l 
was  al  il-^  li(.'iL;lil,  nianv  iiicii  Irmii  (.riiltiu 
wcnl  111  the  pillar  ri.-L;i"n>  In  1S33  ihnini;  nnc 
(if  his  \■n\•a,l;\'-^  i.'a|it.  Ja->,  I  hKldin-li  m  rcs- 
ciicd  llie  "  l\c-i  >lnlr,  --cnt  li\  ihc  hai-li-^h  .U'in- 
(.■rnnient  in  ^(.'arcli  nf  Sii  Jnhn  hranklui.  and 
l)i-oiii;ht  her  in  to  cair  liarhni.  Idu-  I'liiU'd 
Stales  rcwaiaK'd  the  rrsmnas  and,  ha\inL;  pnt 
the  "  Kcsdintr"  in  L^iHid  rMnditiiin,  rcsli  nrd  her 
l<i  du'  r.rilish      i\  i.a  nin(,  nt. 

C  apt.  S.  A.  I '.nddinL;li  in  \\a>  one  'd  llir  "I'n- 
laris"  cxiu'di  I  il  111  inuka"  t  apK  I  .  \.  Mall.  I  In; 
hc-^t  whahni;  \ii\aL;i.'  iwrr  iiiadi.-  wa^  li\  (  apt. 
I'd)ciu'/A'r  .Miii^an  111  llu-  lir-l  slcani  whalrr 
tin.-  "  1  'il  nicer." 

Sailini;  li  n"  llnd-nir-  Iniir  4.  iS(i4,  --he 

returned  Sept.  iS.  iSds,  wiih  i-,VH  haneU  nt 
whale  nil  and  _'J,'i3ii  pnninU  nt  w  lialelmiu',  a 
earu;n  wnrih  8130.1)01.  I  alei  (  .ipl.  .Morgan, 
as  snon  a>  .Ma^ka  wa.-^  ei^aled  In  the  I  idled 
States,  in  hehall  ni  ihe  Alaska  I  nn  1  niereial  ( 'n. 
nf  .\ew  l.nndmi,  made  the  lirxl  landiiiL;  mi 
I'aul's  Island,  the  sciIIiil;  -inuml,  and  raised 
the  lirst  .\nierieaii  IkiL;. 

(  )ur  heantil'nl  sninnier  resnrt,  l''asterii 
I'nint,  nwes  its  exisidiee  In  .Mi'.  Alhert  I..  .\\- 
ery,  w  Im  nw  ned  the  land  and  ennei.  i\eil  the 
idea  nl  niakiiiL;  it  a  snmmer  wali'idn^  piaee. 
.Streets  w  rre  opened  undei-  .Mi.  .\\er\"s  sn- 
per\ isinii  and  m.iiiily  at  his  e\]»ensi.'  and  eoi- 
taL;es  hei^aii  to  he  hnih  h\  wealthx  L;eiil  lenieii 
Ironi  \arinus  places,  until  imw  a  tine  summer 
resnrt  is  the  result,  with  main  heantil'ul  ent~ 
taL;es  and  a  line  Imtel,  "'I  he  I  irisw  i  ihl." 

in    i()0()   the    h'.asiern    Slii|dinildin,L;    ( 'o.  lo- 
cated in  (irolnn  and  he^an  ilie  liuildiiiL;  nl'  the 
ma  in  mot  h  •  st  eain.-hips  ".Minnesota"'  and  "  I  )a 
kota.'     'liiese    were    huill    and    in    due  liiiie 
launched,  ,L;reat  cmwiU  mmniL',  tn  ihr  l.iniicli 
ini;.    d'he  "  .\  I  i  11  iiesni  a  "  lirsi  ami  then  the  "ha 
kota"  sailed  awa\    for  serxdce  on   the  Pacific 
ocean.  Then  happened  whal  had  heeii  pmph 


esied,  the  I'.asteru  Shiphnildin,^  ( 'n.  took  its 
ileparlure,  leaviiiL;  Iml  the  l)Uildin,L;s  ol  the 
plant  ami  the  empt\  leiiement  houses  which 
had  heeii  Imilt  h\  oiir  speculators.  .Since  the 
shiphuildiui;  companv  lel'l  us,  \  cry  little  hiisi- 
iitss  has  heen  carried  nii  in  t  imlnu.  llnwe\er, 
mane  ol  (  imlnii's  pi  ntessiniial  and  liusmcss 
men  haxiiiL;  nfiices  and  place-  ol  husiiicss  in 
.\ew  Loiidnii  lind  (irotnii.  a  L;ood  ])lace  in 
\'  liicli  to  li  \  e. 

In  1  )i.'c.,  Hjoo,  a  petition  was  sent  to  the 
(.eiieial  .\s^cnilily  oi  ihc  state  o|  ('nnueclicul 
In  create  (  iroton  lleiL^liis  a  homui^h.  and  a 
charter  at  the  same  tune  was  .isked  1)\  other 
part ies  lor  a  I  nil le\  1  let  w  ecu  (  irolmi  and  \\  est- 
erly. 

In  ii)o^  the  hniniiLjji  was  incnrpnrated  ami 
ahniit  that  lime  the  trnlle_\'  was  put  thmii-h. 
Ihe  linrnimli  iinw  owns  i|^  own  water  sup- 
pl\'  and  li.^htim;  lacililies,  the  (iroton  kdeclnc 
i.i,L;lil  and  W  ater  (.  omp.iin  ha\ iiii^  sold  ii-> 
plants  In  the  hnmiiL^h. 

.Mr.  kri'deric  I'.ill  has  cniiteried  a  L;reat  L;ill 
ppnii  (  irntmi  m  i.siahlishmi;,  hiiildim;  and 
maiiitainiiiL;  a  iiee  piiMic  lihraiw,  the  "Kill 
-Memorial  Lihrary."  1  he  heaittilnl  ImildiiiL; 
siands  oil  a  idse  ol  L;i"onml  under  the  shadow 
nl  the  iiinuumenl.  Ihe  nri,L;iiial  Imildim;, 
which  was  dedicated  111  iSijo.  has  l.itidv  lieen 
much  eiilarL^fd.  1  he  linnk'  room  was  extended 
some  eiL^hteen  or  iwciilx  feet  and  a  lar,L;e  room 
intended  for  a  miisi'um  was  hnilt  at  the  north. 
In  this  room  is  nnw  in-ialled  a  lai\L;e  and  rare 
colleclinu  of  hii  1 1  crllies,  annther  L^ilt  froin  .Mr. 
Ilill,  who  is  much  iiili.'i  i.-sicil  in  all  nature  stud- 
its,  also  a  liiu'  collectinu  nl  hirds,  ihe  L;ilt  m 
his  hrnther,  .Mr.  (lurdon  i'.ill  of  Spriu^l'icld, 
.Mass.  I'leautifnl  p.iintiii'js  loaned  1)\  .Mr.  I'lill 
haiiL^  upon  llie  walls,  I  lu'  huildiiiL;  is  heauti- 
lull\  furnished  ami  well  liL;hted.  The  care- 
fully chosen  honks  are  hy  standard  .lulhois. 
mwe  ones  hcim.;  adiled  from  time  lo  lime,  (iro- 
tnii pi'npU'  caniini  Inn  11  1  1  il \  I'si  iiiiaU'  the 
\  alui'  ti  I  tliem  i  d  sucli  ;i  lihraiw. 

Ihe  \iiiia  W, liner  llaiUw  (  hapter,  I").  A.  1\.. 
ka\  e  dmie  min  h  Inr  the  iiiipi  i  w  eiueiil  nf  the 
\  dla;.^c  in  the  \icinit\  n|  the  fm  l  ami  iiiniin- 
imiil.     'I'liex   ha\e  added  a  fine  aiiiK  x  In  the 

I  h|    lUnUUllK'Ul  hnU.se, 
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Mr.  Mortnn  V .  I'laiit.  wlm  nwii^  a  I'mc  cs- 
laU'  licTL',  (.'N  iM'  -^llua■  he  uiinc  li)  <ii"iitii|i  lia-, 
lakcn  L;ri.'at  iiiUix^l  ni  llu-  place  ami  diiiie 
iiiin-h  lor  ll.  lie  lia-  ahleil  ilie  M.  A.  U.  in 
llieii'  ^eheines   h  n-  1 1 1 1 1 1  im  \  n  i  l;   llie   \illa,L;e.  Me 


liuildiiiL;'  i>|'  ciijiinial  areliileclure,  iiiadi.'  of  led 
I'riek  willi  sliHie  I  ri  i  u  1 1 1 1 1 1  IkuIiil;  iiHiee>  in 
ll  fur  Ujwh  ck'rk,  iiuli;e  of  proliaie  and  llie 
l/-iaril  iif  seleciineii,  and  an  auditorinni  lor 
iarL;e  ,L;al  lieri  n^^s, 


1  ll  1 1 1  I ,  I : 111 sw  01,1  e  r  .\si  i:i;\  ihiin  i'    ]a:r;(  riai  rmi,  i'.jii: 

lias  done  niueh  lor  ,  iii  r  I  ni^l  1  w  a       lal  el_\  l;i\  11114  '       l'"-'                ill''  de(|iealioii  a  liaiuUonie 

SiD.oOd  low  aiii  ilieir  iiiii>ro\ emeiil.     Ilis^iaai-  lo\iii^  eiip  was  |lre^elUed  lo  Mr.  i'lanl  l)_\"  the 

est  L^ill  to  the  town   1-   ihat   oi   the  line  new'  t(  iwiispeopU'  as  a  tolaai  of  their  a|>|>reciati(  m 

low  n    hall    al     I 'ocjin  Miiioek     i'.rid'_;e,    erected  ol  hi>  ^ill  and  their  e.-^leein  and  re.L;ard  lor  the 

lliei'e  hecaii.-e  thai   wa-  ihe  nio-i  (eiilral  loca-  donor, 

lion.      It    1--    a    hand'-oine    and    C' an  ni' m  |  ii  )iis  ,                   ,  • 
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A  Brief  Sketch  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Groton 


1^3'  M.  ADF-XAlDIi.  RANDAI.l. 


T  1^  liuiiiL;  ill. a  a  hl^lniy  i'[  llie 
h  i\\  II  1  if  I  1  roll  HI  111 li  1  ii icl iK.k'  a 
ski-hli  (if  u l'ir-1  I 'i  >ii-n.'L;alit  Mial 
(  ImiTli.  ^nuT  I  liai  fliiii  had 
i^iin  il^  wi'iIn  1  k' h  iri.M  1 1"' ill  ii  i  iH-caiiK' 
k\L;alh  ili-tiinl  I'uHU  \\'\\  1  .nmli  111,  aihl  It.riimiX' 
lliau  Iwu  Innidrctl  yi.'ar>  lia>  (.airu-lied  llic  lilc 
111  till.:  ciMiiiiiuiuU  .  A  i.  liiucli  Ml  anVii.ait.  iiiUht 
lia\c  uiiR-li  111  ciMiiiiuni  Willi  tile  lii^lmy  nl  llic 
luwii  wliicli  lia-  -mwii  up  arniiiiil  il  uiiil  a 
cuinplclc  .icciiuiiL  uf  ii^  |la^l^l^.^,  ilr,  lnaiiclu-,-^ 
111  v\iirk  ami  luriii^  nl  arli\ii\,  il>  \ariiiii^ 
liiUK^e^  III  wiir-liiii,  and  ii^  iiKaiil kt^  wiadd  in- 
clude a  lai\L;i.'  pan  nl  ilie  I'lwii  hi>liir_\'.  Siudi 
an  accuiiiu  wnuld  lie  \cr\  alirarlu  c,  luit  in 
llii.s  ^ll^)^l  ariuli.'  iiiiu  li  mI  iiiUax'-^i  imi-l  ncci-^- 
>aril\'  be  niuiued,  and  we  iiiu^t  cnnline  mir- 
selvcb  It)  a  de^cripl  II  111  iil  llie  l"i  irinal  ii  iii  and 
earh'  ]ii^lnr\  nl  th.il  i  Imreli,  and  il^  three 
earliest  nieeliiiL;  iiiin->e.-,  and  allein|il  In  L;i\e 
niil}-  partial  aeeminis  nl  ihe  lue.s  n|  its  i)as- 
toth  up  tn  the  \  ear  i  (SNo. 

In  l(>H7,  w  hile  (ii  ninii  w  a-^  slid  a  part  nl 
Xcw  l.niidnii,  il  wa^  \  nied  in  tnw  n  ineelin,^ 
that  the  penide  mi  the  ea.-^l  side  ■^hnuld  lia\e, 
'diherlN'  In  in\ile  ihe  iinni-ler  n|  ihe  Inw'ii  In 
]ireach  I'nr  Ukih  mi  cweiw  lliiid  Salihalli,  diir 
iiiL;  the  iim^t  ineleinenl  iiinnlh^."  In  1 71 '-^  -i 
se]iarate  1  irL^aiii/alinii  was  I'laiiled  with  tlu' 
pri\  ilei;e  1  il  d nii h li  1  il;  a  iiieelinL;  limisi.',  thirly 
h\e  (,S5)  le'el  sipiaie,  nl  my;ani/in,L;  a  ehni.eh 
and  III  hiriuL;  a  iiiiiii--ler  w  Im^e  salaiw  slmnld 
lie  70  pniiiid--  a  N  i.'ai'.  Ihe  \ear  1711.^  i  ,\  ilie 
ereelimi  nl  iliis  uiei^-liiiL;  linii-e  al  tkniler  (  ii'n 
lull  near  llu'  iniieiiiie  nl  Inm  iiiaiN,  and  In  ]ii\ 
ihe  expense  nl'  1 1 11 1 1 d  1  n .  :ni  1  aere>  nl'  tnw  n  land 
were  snhl.  Xi,  pn  inre^  nr  deseii|iliniis  nl  lliis 
eliureh  ha\ e  i  nme  dnw  n  in  ii>_,  Imi  w  i'  kiniw 
llial  il  was  in  u-i'  niiiil  17117.  and  lliai  lure  ihe 
lirsl  |i  mr  iiiiiii>lers  pi  eai  In  d. 

The  tirsl  paslnr,  wlm  was  nidaiiied  mi  ihe 
eighth  nf  \ii\i'inlnr,  I7n|,  w  a     l\e\,  I'plnaini 


\\  nnilliridj^e,  a' ,L;i"ailiiale  eil  llaiward  enlleL;e. 
lie  apjieai's  In  lia\e  lieeii  y^really  la-.-^pei.  led  and 
hi.'lii\eil  li\  his  pi.-nple  whil  made  up  praeli- 
eall_v  the  entire  pnpnlalimi  nf  llie  tnwn.  We 
I'liid  lliai   w  ithin   leii  _\  (.'ar.^  salaiyv    wa>  in- 

eieased  In  inn  pmimK  in-^lead  nl  ilie  71)  pniinds 
allnited  tn  him,  and  llial  he  w.is  pre>enleil  willi 
a  larm  ul  mie  liumlred  aeia'S,  and  it  is  lur- 
ilier  reeurded  lliai  the  Inw  n  \  nliiiiiei.'reil  "In 
lilt  and  eart  ln-^  Nearh  lirewmui,'  -  n  1 1- 1  an  I  ial 
prnnl.N  nl  llie  eslei/m  111  wliudi  he  wa,-^  held  he 
Ilnclc.  d  lie  chnreli  siill  elieri^lie,^  mie  relie 
nl  his  pa-^lnrale.  In  17117,  jnhn  Masie,  a 
i.ii'iner  and  ihe  lir^l  inw  11  elerk  nf  (irniiin, 
I  aine  inln  pnssessimi  nf  a  \a^l  k.nL;lish  estate 
and  liarniieley.  L'pmi  his  deparliii\'  Inr  I'.n^;- 
l.uid  he  lell  a  .L;ilt  nl  six  imuml--  In  jiiirelia~.i.' 
plate  Inr  Mr.  \\'niidlirid,L;e'>  ehureli.  'I'his  L;itl 
lia-^  keen  pre-^eiwed  in  the  Inriii  n!  a  hainlsnnu- 
--iher  ei  nnmnnii  m  eiip  w  hich  w  as  used  re.L;- 
nkirly  in  nur  wnrNlii|)  fnr  nearl\  iwn  hnmlred 
\iars.  It  lie.ir-^  llil>  iii^ei  ii)linu  :  "  I  1k'  <iifl  nl 
.■-^r  jnhn  l)a\  ie  m  the  L  hureh  nl  C  hri.-^l  in 
(  ii'i  ilmi."'  ■   ,  I 

(  )n  aeeniint  nl  ill  heallh  .Mr.  W  nndliridm' 
was  dismissed  in  17--I  alter  a  pasini.iti.'  nl 
iweuly  years.  .\l  llial  lime  the  i  hureli  had 
ei,L;lil_\ '  Il  iiir  iiieinliers. 

Ihe  seennd  jia.inr  w;is  i\e\.  Inlin  Owen, 
ai-n  a  .graduate  n|  llaiward.  Me  was  /ealniis 
m  prniiKiiiiiL;  re\i\als,  ,iiid  m  the  idmreli  ree- 
nids  we  Imd  llial  durnn;  re\i\ai  iiieelin,L;s  as 
maii\'  as  eiL;lil\  penpU'  w  i.-re  receiv  ed  inln  Ihe 
church  III  six  uimiihs,  llu-  eiiiries  ln.aiiL;  ae- 
cmiipanied  Iw  such  fiiwenl  phrases  as:  "heus 
kimlelnr,"  "(nalia  liln  l)iiiiime."  and  "t'hristus 
liiumphaiis,"  Irniii  ihese  sanu-  lecnrds,  \\  r 
are  led  |n  lieluw  e  llial  ,M  r.  ()w  en  lhnUL;ln  il 
lidl\  as  impnilaul  llial  his  emixeits  sli.iuld 
innlmiie  in  L;raci',  Im  nf  .March  lwent\  fmirih, 
173-',  we  lind  tills  eiitrx  ;  "  \|  a  nueiiin;  nf  ihe 
I  iisl  I  hnrcli  nf  (  hii-l  m  (iininii,  .ifler  juaxa-r, 


!/.Mi-'/.y!  "I' 1!/.  I 


_:■)]:■       1  !i.  •«).!!    )•  '  V  ij.ui  •  ■ 
;•(  •.itr  .  .il  .-. 

•/     i  •  .!       '•  '  !i..'ffi'i<: 


■y\],\\  ii  ;l  -  .  '/  I    /I  ir,',jl  'I'  'I  . 

:     ;    Mil"     II'            i  ■III 

:    i  .'■')'  )    !■ .   (!•••.  ill!  '  -/li 

,  , :    ' !  .  :  1 1 1 1  .    • .  J  i     .  . ;  i  :  ' : , 


'I     -  j 


i>-;-i:iii 


11   ■     1:1  1 


-Ml'  r--  .11 


J .   ill.      ' .  // 

li      ,-1      .  Ml, 


JIJS'JOR 

\\  was  NoU'd  ]))■  ihc  (.'luircli  lliaL  such  iiicnil>crs 
<•[  lliis  church,  whmu  ihc  church  thoui^ht 
l)eHui|Ucnt  and  walkcil  h'isordcrl)  ,  should  be 
cahed  to  an  account  before  the  church."  Then 
ihev  voted  i)arlicuhirl)-  concerninL;  ei,L;ht  nieni- 
hcr.^  (  \\'ho>c  nauici  are  ^i\  eii)  "thai  ihey  Ite 
niitilied  111  apjicar  licl'ire  ihe  church  ami  ,^i\e 
llieir  reasiin^  \\\\\  ihc)  iiad  >ciiaratcd  Imui  [he 
1  uhlic  \\  (ir>hip  and  ci  MUinunidii  dl  the  church." 
.\t  a  meeting;  in  April,  when  the  delinipients 
had  reported,  the  reviird  ciMUnuie^:  "  I'lii^ 
JuHch  hasiiii.^  heard  the  reaMJU.^  they  nl- 
lered,  and  cnuMdercd  and  weighed  ihcni, 
\oied  that  the\'  lonkL-d  upon  the  r(.-a.->(in>  a> 
aho,i.;ether  insuhicieni  to  pi>tif\  iheni.  and  that 
their  ctrndnct  herein  \\a>  diMirderh,  >inliil 
and  \er_\'  ollen>i\e,  anil  that  therelDie  they  be 
sus])ended  IrDUi  ctiuiinunion  until  they  are 
conxdnced  thereof  and  make  (i(i>j)el  satislac- 
I  ion."  ,  ■ 

ddiis  personal  '-npeiw  i--ii  ai  b\  the  pastor 
seemed  ti»  a,L;ree  w  ith  the  church,  n  m'  ilnrni^ 
his  t went \-.si.\  year>  ul  mnii>tr\.  twn  hundred 
and  three  niember>  were  added  id  thi>  coul^ic- 
Ljaliou.  .Mr.  ()wen  w.i-.  di^l  ini^u  i>hi.'d  lur  his 
bheralil\'  liiward  iIimm-  who  dilleii-il  Iriim  him 
in  penult  (ij  doiiidiu',  and  iir  advocated  la-liL;- 
ii  US  lolerance  li>  >nch  a  dc\L.'ree  lhal  in  174.1 
he  was  snmniiiued  ln-li>ia'  the  .\-^-.embl\  lor 
heresy.  lie  wa^  disnu^-^id  <»n  the  ground  lhal 
his  lanh  w  a>  imt  dm-  to  conlrmpt  "f  law  .  but 
rather  Id  a  nii>,c;nided  cdiihcieiice  ami  ()\er- 
liealed  zi-al.     .\lr.  (»weu  ditd  iu  '""I  '''^ 

Idiiibsldrie  i^raphicalU   .-^lates:      -  , 

".M.iii  111"  ( ,1  i.iiiln'iil  si-.-r,  '    ■,-    .  _ 

I  blNhaiiil.  ,1   I'.iilii  1  iliMT 

.\iul   indc't  il  ,1  iR'i,L;lilii  .1  near 

111-,    wllosc   ,-|a\  |ip(|;,^ri|  lliTf," 

d'lie  third  paslur  wa^  K(w  ,  I  )anicl  Kirklaml 
who  remaiiu'il  hei  e  dnh'  fdui  \  car-,  and  ni 
whdse  pastorale  ilierr  arr  but  sli-ht  recdiaK, 
lie  was  followril  b\-  l\(w,  |oii,iilian  llaiber,  ihe 
last  i)asldr  wlm  preached  in  the  (  Cnler  (udtini 
meetiuL^  hdiise.  Me  wa.-;  L;iadnalcd  Irom  \'ale 
in  1/,^)'.  and  f(ir  awlnlr  laboiad  aiiidu-  ihc 
Mdhe.L^an  lndiam^.  W  hrii  (  i(,iirL',e  W  lhlelield 
lirsl  came  (d  ,\ew  l-.nLd.iml  in  17(0,  .\lr,  I'.ai' 
her  was  anioni;  llir  Iir-.!  to  dhri-  --\  ni|ialli\  ;iml 
co-operalidii,  ami  W  Inu-ru  Id  ln  lir\ cd  Inm 
seni  as  an  an-.wcr  ICi  |ir,i\ci  :  hemcfdrlh  ihcii 
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ft  iemlsllip  was  mulmil  and  pc,'rp(  tnal,  ,\lU-r 
Mr.  Ihirbcr  wa.s  settled  in  (.rotoii,  W  hitelield 
\!sited  him  on  h'ebruar)'  si.xth,  17O3,  ami 
preached  in  the  old  nieetin,^  house.  Jn  the  fol- 
lowing; |uue  he  came  as^ain  and  preached  from 
a  scalToldiui;  erected  Irom  the  second  stor}' 
window  of  the  llarber  house.  Ihe  area 
around  was  llnoni;id  wilh  jieoplc  who  had 
come  from  miles  about  to  hear  him.  So  inier- 
esled  were  ihey,  lhal  lar^e  numbers  followed 
his  carria,L;e  when  Ik-  dro\ e  lo  .\ew  l.iindon. 
d  hat  was  a  ,i;rcat  da_\   lor  (  .roloii  I 

.\ller  a  pastorale  of  ten  years,  Mi-,  llarber 
died  and  was  buried  in  the  .Starr  cemeter)'.  .\l 
his  simple  funeral,  there  was  neither  hearse, 
nor  coaches  lor  the  mourners,  d  he  honored  re- 
iiKiiiis  were  borne  upon  the  sh  mlders  of  many 
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chosen  palbbcari-rs,  each  taking;  his  turn,  while 
;t  lon,;^  processiiiu  loUowed,  walkin;;.  .\d  di-.- 
pl;i_\  ot  an\  sort  w.is  imlnl,L;ed  in,  but  L^cnmne 
were  ;ill  the  e'vpressK  jUs  oI  rt-\ i-ri.-n  I  ial  siiirow 
and  lo\e. 

At  ihis  lime,  I7'i7.  ihe  second  meeting;  house 
came  int(i  bein-.  d  he  lirsl  lliat  had  been  iiseil 
loi  sixly  three  \ear-  had  fallen  mio  ilisiepair 
ami  as  (noion  !kiid\  was  e\idenll\  incri.-asin^ 
in  popnial  ion,  i  1  was  decided  lo  iuo\  e  in  lhal 
d  I  ri'cl  ion,  I  he  --ilmiiion  eiios^n  w,is  (he  cross- 
i"ad  rnniiin-  noitli  to  I'h-asaiit  \  ,ille\,  where 
1 '  joins  t  Iu-  \  il  ki-e  I .  pad  lhal  runs  np  the  hill 
lo  llie  .Miller  lionie-tiad  Ihe  new  bmldiuu;' 
\va-  ipiadi  aii;oil,ir  m  lorm,  ,1  sn  bs| 1 1 1  in  I 
ncture  of  .  w  bile  ,  ,;ik,  w^^W  el,ip  b,  .aided. 
Inch  l.pi  se.-itinc;  c;ip,icit\  conip.ired  wi  ll 
\vil  li  diir   pi'i-seii  1   I  hno  h      As  ii    \\  ,|.  p.ii  ui  ed 
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but  once  (luring  it>  existence  of  >5ixt}'-se\'eii 
_\  cars,  it  grew  black,  ami  that  name  cliiny  to  it 
although  it  is  known  in  history  as  "the  Kinne 
meeting-house."  It  Iiad  doors  on  three  sides, 
the  east,  west  and  south,  and  as  one  entered 
the  south  door  he  faced  the  i|uainl  old  pnlpil, 
]»erclied  hi^li  aboN  c  llie  ci ui t;reL;a t ic  m,  willi  its 
huge  sounding  board.  A  ^lraiglU  wdoden 
bench  at  the  back  of  the  pnli)it  |)ro\ ided  the 
minister's  seat,  and  o\er  ln-^  head  was  a  small 
window.  (  )n  each  Nide  o|  ilie  ceiiler  aisle  were 
the  high-backed  jiews;  a  boy's  chin  would 
just  come  to  the  l<iii  of  one.  b.xery  part  of 
the  inside  work  was  ol  clear  natixc  pine  and 
none  of  its  rich  coloring  was  esef  dimmed 
by  paint. 

Around  the  walls  of  the  room,  was  a  row  of 
pews  interrnjiled  b\'  tlie  aisk-s  Irom  the  side 
doors.  A  galler)  ran  arouml  lliiee  ^ides  ol  the 
house,  and  in  the  front  sal  the  lingers  under 
the  leader.ship  of  five  chorrster>.  \\\\\  all  these 
leaders  were  S(mietime>  unable  to  hold  the 
congregation  to  the  tune  as  Imcd  ;  it  would 
persist  in  singing  the  most  faimliar  one.  On 
such  occasions  the  singing  would  sometimes 
be  interrujited,  "to  gel  a  fre.^h  start,"  and 
sometimes  it  would  be  allowed  lo  ]>roceed  with 
somewdiat  inharmoniou-.  results.  .\t  tirst  there 
were  no  cushions,  carpets  or  fii'c  in  this 
church,  but  about  i<SiiS,  in  the  face  of  much  op- 
])osition,  a  box  sto\e  was  placed  in  Iront  ol  the 
jiulpit.  (  )tU'ntimes  staunch  oppo>ers  of  this 
luxury  would  comi)lain  of  the  "intense"  heat 
and  of  the  discomforl  caused  by  it,  only  to  be 
told  that  there  was  not  one  bit  of  lire  in  the 
sloee. 

into  this  new  church,  Jn  ij'n;,  came  i\e\  . 
Aaron  Kinne,  "lhe  ])asloi-  nf  the  Iviw  olulion." 
It  is  a  matter  <if  dec])  r^'gret  that  we  ha\e  wry 
sli,ght  church  record.^  of  his  ])aslorate,  but 
Irom  other  sources  we  can  judge  o|  the  lidals 
through  which  he  and  his  people  pas.sed.  In 
those  stirring  da\ s  religion  was  somewlial 
tinged  with  politics,  and  <in  lhe  .Sabbalh,  the 
minister's  sermon  was  \er\'  apl  lo  deal  with 
the  wron,gs  whicdi  the  American  patriots  wcrt' 
enduring  and  |o  >Ui;gest  some  lenieds  for 
ihem.  r>nl  this  con'..;reL;al ion  was  not  lo  be 
conlenli'd  with  mei'id\'  discussing  lhe  mailer; 
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il  was  to  lia\e  an  acti\e  part  in  ilie  ne\s-born 
nation's  struggle.  CJn  .September  sixth,  1781, 
in  the  liattle  of  Ciroton  Heights,  every  male 
--mendjer  of  tlie  church,  except  Deacon  Solo- 
mon .Morgan,  who  was  ihen  a  \'er_\'  old  man, 
was  killed.  lo  .Mr.  Kmne  came  lhe  sad  duly 
i)f  consoling  and  mmislenng  lo  sixl_\  wid<iws 
and  three  limes'  as  many  orphans,  all  made 
such  m  (jne  da\.  ll  was  due  lo  his  faith  and 
energy  that  the  church  sur\ i\ ed  ibis  slunnim; 
l)low.  lUil  his  conllicts  did  not  close  with  the 
war,  in  1783,  for  lhe  people  made  an  ellorl  lo 
rid  themsehes  ol  the  baiglish  cuslom  ol  sup- 
l)orting  religion  b\  laxaiiou,  and  when  they 
found  .\lr.  Kinne  opposed  to  lhe  abolishment 
(,f  that  custom,  man\  of  the  inlluenlial  persons 
set  up  anotiier  religious  meeting,  b'or  awhde, 
.Mr.  Kinne  ])reache(l  as  a  iriissionar_\-  in  .\'cw 
\  ork  slate,  hiring  a  sui)ply  for  his  puli)il  at 
home,  but  soon  anncable  relations  with  the 
(  iroton  church  w  ere  restored  .md  he  com])leled 
his  jiaslorale  of  Iwenty-nine  \ oars,  the  long- 
est in  lhe  hislor\'  ol  the  church. 

.\fler  the  dismissal  of  .Mr.  Kinne,  ihis  church 
was  withoul  a  sellled  p.islor  lor  ihirleen  )'ears, 
and  during  thai  pei'iod  moial  dejirav  ily  ruled. 
"  The  \  illage  was  a  moral  waste."  In  iSi  1,  Ue\ . 
'rimoth)'  'J'uttle's  ordination  look  place  in  the 
Kinne  meeting  house,  and  a  new  order  ol 
things  began  to  i>re\ail.  Me  was  made  pastor 
of  two  churches,  llu;  one  in  .North  (iroton. 
now  l.edyard,  which  had  onl\'  h\e  members; 
and  the  one  at  (  irolon  Hank  which  liad  twenly- 
se\en.  Mi".  TnUk'  pleached  lo  each  congre- 
galion  on  allernale  Siiiida\s,  but  chose  his 
home  in  Ledyaid.  Me  was  exceedingU  lailli- 
ful  to  his  charges,  and  on  iiian\  a  siiirmy 
.Sunday,  he  made  his  eight  mile  tri])  lo  the 
Lords  house.  W  hen  lu'  was  si'itled,  the 
counlr)'  was  ])rep,irim;  lor  ils  second  greal 
war  with  I'aigland.  in  behalf  of  fifc  comnu'rci' 
a.nd  sailors'  riglils.  This  liiwii  sullered  es- 
pi,'ciall\,  since  il  has  alw;iys  been  lhe  home  of 
so  man\-  si.'a-larinu;  men,  and  while  llie  ri\er 
was  blockaded  b\'  lliillsh  war  vessels,  both 
pastor  and  people  were  si]rele  tried.  UnriiiL; 
his  pasliiraU'  ol  twenl\  three  \  ears,  si\l\-  nine 
nienibi'is  well'  added  |o  tile  cliiiicli  and  the 
lii"s|  .Sabbalh  scIioipI  w,a-  op^'ued,  so  tin-  church 
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appears  to  have  been  lluurisliin;^.  ()ii  the 
sixtli  of  September,  i8_m,  Air.  Tultle  tlelivered 
in  the  Uld  Fort  the  "anniversary  sermon" 
which  by  request  was  puljHshed  and  is  still 
extant,  so  that  if  any  reader  feels  so  inclined 
he  may  come  into  tinuh  with  thih  interesting^ 
man,  tin-ouL;h  his  nwii  writings.  In  1S34,  at  his 
own  recpiest,  Mr.  Tultk-  was  dismissed  from 
tliis  church,  in  order  that  he  mij.^ht  j^ixe  his 
time  wholly  to  the  Xoi  th  I  hurch.  (  )n  June 
sixth,  iX')4,  he  \va.^  called  to  his  (iod,  and  from 
liis  monument  in  l.edvard,  he  e\er  ^ays  to  his 
people  in  both  towns,  "Uemend)er  the  words 
which  I  spoke  unlo  you  while  I  was  yet  with 
vou." 


call  on  one  of  his  paribhioners  and  was  to  take 
lea  with  the  cordial  lady.  W  e  can  imagine 
that  for  the  occasion,  "Grandmother's"  flow- 
ing blue  china  had  been  brought  out,  her  verv 
best  preserves  and  cake  jdaced  on  the  table 
and  possibly  some  \  ery  choice  tea  came  down 
from  its  shelf  in  the  closet,  since  it  wa^  an  open 
secret  that  i'dder  i'nlllc  was  \  ery  fond  of  lea. 
I  )uring  the  dainty  meal  she  ini|uired  solicit- 
( lusly  of  her  guest : 

"J^lder  Tuttle,  is  your  tea  right?" 

"There's  no  bad  la.sle  lo  it,"  reiilird  the 
I'dder  simply. 

This  seemed  rather  unapprcciativc  until  the 
hostess  peeked  into  her  tea-pot  and  found  it 
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Mr.  'I'utlle,  or  I'dder  'ruttle, 
ways  called,  wab  a   \er\  tall, 


as  lie  was  at- 
slroni.^ly  built 
man  whose  countenance  mirrored  fortli  the 
dignity  ami  solidity  ol  his  character.  i'lvery 
one  felt  great  reverence  for  him  which  a|>- 
proached  awe,  not  that  he  was  austere,  for  he 
was  truly  kind,  but  that  his  whole  mind  was 
absorbed  with  the  thounlit  of  the  soleninit\' 
of  a.  Christian's  life.  .\|-omid  this  straight- 
forward, oulsp(jkeii  man  ha\e  gathered  many 
stories.  (  )iu'  of  the  mo^t  familiar  lains  some 
tiling  like  this  : 

( )ne  winter  afternoon  h.lder  'I'liltle  came  to 


contained  merel\-  hot  water.  And  e\en  to  this 
da\'  in  (iroton,  a  forgetful  hostess  is  likel\  to 
laugh  and  sa\-,  "W  ell,  !  declare,  I've  made 
some  of  I'.lder    l  utlle's  lea." 

It  is  reported  that  this  same  hostess  once 
tried  to  pry  from  l.lder  Tuttle  a  secret  con- 
cerning a  weddiiii;  lei'  which  lie  had  recei\ed. 
After  she  had  ipiestioned  him  awhile,  he 
hailed  forward  and  said  \er\  encouragingly, 

"C  an  you  keep  a  secret?" 

"A  cs,  {>{  ci  )Ui  se  I  can." 

"W  ell,  so  dm  I." 

In  the  i)eoph'  be.L^an  to  discuss  the  m.it- 
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Icr  of  r(.'i)airini;  their  lucclinL;  huubC,  which 
had  now  bcL'ii  u^cd  .si.\t)'-lhrcc  )'(.'ars,  juslj 
as  long  as  tlieir  lirst  house  of  worship.  Dur- 
ing that  time,  Groton  had  grown  to  be  a  fair- 
sized  village,  and  as  this  church  now  minis-  ' 
lered  t(.)  this  ilistrict  particular!)'  it  was  de- 
cided to  locate  a  new  building  within  the 
\illage  of  (iroton.  Accordingly  it  was  built 
iri  J833  on  up])cr  ^hanle.^  .street  not  far  below 
the  present  dra w-l)ri(lge  on  |)ro|)erty  gi\en  b_\' 
the  Jlarber  family.  .\t  that  time  the  situation 
was  \'ery  desirable  and  pleasant,  o\'erlooking 
as  it  does,  the  beautiful  riiames  ri\er.  This 
buikling  was  of  course  built  according  t(j  mod- 
ern ideas,  although  it  receixed  two  additions 
before  it  became  the  buildmg  we  now  know. 
'Jdiis  building  is  still  standing,  although  the 
graceful  (iothic  s])ire  was  remoxed,  ami  in- 
terior alterations  made,  when  it  ceaseit  to  be 
used  as  a  place  of  religious  worship.  hOr  four 
}  ears  after  .Mr.  rultle's  dismissal  the  church 
was  without  a  regular  jiasior,  during  which 
time  {(m\  able  substitutes  filled  the  pulpit. 

The  Re\'.  Jared  .\very,  a  desc'endant  of  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  town  of  (u'oton,  wdui 
was  installed  in  iS^t),  was  the  seventh  pastor. 
The  beginning  of  .\lr.  .\\'ery*s  ministry  here 
was  the  opening  of  a  new  era  of  ])rosperity 
for  the  church.  .\ fter ,  an  ..'inierx  al  of  forty 
years,  the  townspeople  now  had  a  minister 
lix  ing  among  them  and  coitld  listen  to  i>reach- 
ing  every  Sunday.  Jn  iS4_',  a  revival  of  great 
power  was  felt  in  this  connnunitv,  and  the 
ilext  year,  inanx'  mend)ers  were  received  into 
the  church.  (  )ne  of  the  results  was  the  forma- 
tion of  the  llaptist  church  of  this  \  illage,  and 
another  was  the  marked  increase  in  the  si)irit 
of  giving  among  the  |)eiii)le.  .\t  this  lime,  a 
schedule  of  benevolent  gix  ing  was  for  the  tirst 
lime  adopted.  'idiis  niiiiislry.  which  lasted 
twelve  years,  terminated  a(  .Mr.  .\ver\'s  re- 
(piest  in  1S51.  .Mr.  A\ery  was  known  among 
his  people  lor  his  enigmatic  sa\ ings  and  Ins 
puns,  and  many  of  his  bright  remarks  are  still 
current. 

The  eighth  |)aslor  of  ihis  climcli  was  Kex'. 
(  leorge  .\.  Woodward,  wIki  was  installed  in 
1X51.  Mis  family  had  bem  associated  esi)ec- 
iaily  with  educational  work,  his  greal-graiul- 


father  being  the  founder  and  hrst  president  of 
i  Jartniouth  college,  and  he  himself  established 
a  high  school  at  Shrewsbury,  New  jersey,  of 
which  he  was  the  principal  for  four  years. 
Ills  ministry  in  Groton  was  marked  with  suc- 
cessful progress  and  continued  lor  four  }'ears 
and  a  half.  I)unng  that  time  our  Articles  of 
I'aith  ami  our  l  inenaiit  were  resised,  printed 
and  circulated  among  the  mendK'rs  of  the 
church,  and  a  decided  imi)ro\'ement  was  mani- 
ksted  in  the  charitable  contributions.  1  lis  res- 
ignation came  une.\pectedl\'  in  iS5()  ami  was 
reluctantl)   acce|)ted  b_\   the  jjcople. 

I'or  the  following  eight  years,  substitutes 
again  supplied  the  ]>ulpil  so  that  the  next  reg- 
ular minister,  Ke\'.  Sanmel  llrovxri,  was  not  in- 
sialled  untd  iS()4.  .\lr.  Urown  was  a  graduate 
il  \  ale  and  pre\ious  to  his  conversion  hail 
been  a  lawyer  ami  a  teacher,  (iroton  was  his 
second  pastorate  and  lor  twD  _\ears  and  a  half 
he  was  "a  burning  and  shining  light"  here, 
lie  was  es]>ecially  interested  in  missionar) 
work  and  during  his  pastorate  a  great  impetus 
was  gi\'en  to  the  church  beneNolences.  The 
formation  ol  The  Groton  I'.ank  Temperance 
I'nion  stands  as  a  monument  to  his  enter- 
prise. \\  hen  this  project  met  with  deter- 
mined opposition,  the  llaptist  i)astor,  I'.lder 
Dewhurst,  su])ported  Mr.  i'.rown  loyalK'.  It 
is  said  that  ne\'er  had  there  been  more  C  hris- 
tian  union  in  the  church,  and  among  the 
churches  of  the  \  illage  than  there  was  during 
.Mr.  Urown's  ministry.  liis  early  death,  in 
iXC/),  cut  short  his  many  plans  for  dning  l^oikI. 
hnring  his  brief  term  of  ser\ice,  lhirl\-ti\e 
members  were  added  to  the  church. 

'i'he  tenth  pastor  was  Re\-.  Joseph  \\.  Swal- 
low, a  graduate  id'  Dai-tmouth  college.  1  )ur- 
ing  his  ministr\',  about  $10,000  was  e\j)ended 
in  enlarging  and  imiuov  ing  the  house  of  wor- 
ship and  the  congregation  was  largelv  in- 
creased. Mr.  Swalkiw  w,is  also  acli\e  in  tr\- 
ing  to  promote  publie  education  in  the  town, 
and  largely  ihrongli  his  elVorls,  the  niudeus 
ol  the  school  building  we  now  use  was  erect- 
ed. The  story  is  told,  that  one  Sunda\-  when 
.Mr.  .Swallow  was  occiip\ing  ihe  imlpil  of  a 
•\cw  l.oiidon  iitiiiister,  he  w;(S  aniidx  ed  b\  ihc 
conduct  ol  (he  church  orgainsl,  who  sat  willi 
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tlic  clu)ir.  lie  stoi)i)e(l  in  the  midst  uf  his  (Us- 
course  and  gazed  with  his  piercing'  e)  es  at  tlie 
olTender.  Naturally  all  eyes  were  turned 
toward  the  culprit  who  felt  very  uncomfort- 
able. At  tiie  close  of  the  service,  the  organist, 
who  was  somewhat  uf  a  wag,  tonk  his  re\enge 
l)y  i)Iaying,  ■"W  hen  the  S\\allii\v>  llonieward 

I'ly" 

Mr.  Swallow's  di.Muis.sal  inok  ])lace  July 
first,  1870,  and  until  1S71  the  church  \va^  with- 
out a  i)astor.  Rev.  James  \\.  ler  was  (ir- 
daiiied  in  Septem])er  uf  that  year,  llis  death 
occurred  on  A!a_\'  twenty-eighth,  iS/j,  after  he 
Iiad  been  here  (iid\'  eight  n)iinlh>.     lie  was  a 


heartily  for  ever}'  good  interest  of  the  com- 
munity. During  several  successix'e  winters 
he  held  revival  meetings  in  his  church  con- 
tlucted  hy  well-known  evangelists  of  the  time, 
lie  did  not  content  himself  with  simply  hold- 
ing such  meetings,  hut  often  tuok  the  \'isitiug 
exangeli^t  amund  Innu  huuse  to  huu^e,  mi 
iiuit  the  ])e()])le  mighl  come  into  intimate, 
liiendh'  relatiouN  with  him.  As  a  result  of  his 
zeal,  many  meiuhei's  were  receixed  into  the 
church.  In  icSjj  alter  nmch  lahor  and  pains- 
laking  research  he  juddi^hed  a  "Review  tif  llie 
t  Dngregational  t  hnrch"  Imm  171)4  tu  liis  ])as- 
tiirale,  with  sketches  df  the  ministers.  That 
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man  of  strong  iutellecl ualit)'  and  much  cul-  huok  conlains  a 
ture,  and  if  he  had  keen  spared  it  is  e\'i(U'nt 
tiiat  he  would  ha\e  accomplished  much  goud 
'1  he  memoirs  of  .Mr.  Tyler  ha\e  keen  wnt- 
len  at  length  hy  l\e\'.  J.  II.  HelMirest  and  the 
following  (juotation  is  Ikmu  lhat  \olume:  ".\s 
a  pastor,  he  was  i)ious,  sincere,  faithful,  un- 
tiring. He  loved  his  people  with  an  unchaug- 
ipg  love,  and  alniosl  his  kist  words  wei'e,  '\'on 
are  very  kind  to  me,  I   lo\  e  _\  ou  all.  " 

After  Mr.  Tyler's  death,  the  church  was 
without  a  pastor  until  \'o\end)er  of  |S7_', 
when  l\ev.  John  .\.  WDodlmll  was  ordained, 
lie   was  a   very   spiritual   man   and  worked 


lat  can  he  gh'aned  Inmi 
records  concerning  the  chinch,  and  is  \  cry  ac- 
curate in  its  information.  It  i^  li_\'  kir  the 
la'st  authord}-  on  the  ^nkject  an.l  to  it  we  are 
indekted  lor  nian\  o|  the  facts  emkoihcd  in 
this  article.  .Mr.  W  ooiihnll  was  dismisseil  in 
iSSo,  after  serving  eight  years. 

Since  iS(S(),  tlu'cc  pastors  ha\ e  ininistei'ed 
in  this  church:  the  l\e\.  A.  \.  Mcl.eod  lor 
twcK'c  \ears,  l\e\ .  I.dward  t'.  W  dhanis  lor 
two  years,  and  l\e\ .  I'rederick  S.  Il\(h'  for 
thirteen  years.  It  i^  not  .mr  ]ini'pose  to  chron- 
icle in  iletail  the  event--  o|  thu-^e  pa--torales  ; 
liiat  privilege  vv c  leave  lor  some  lulme  wrilei'. 
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W  e  shall  mention  bul  one  important  event, 
the  bnikliny  of  a  new  eluireh  strueture. 

In  1900,  the  question  of  making  repairs  to 
the  old  church  arose,  but  when  it  was  found 
llial  they  would  of  necessity  he  \'ery  exten- 
sive, the  church  peojjle  decided  to  build  a  new 
structure  instead.  The  site  chosen  was  the 
lot  on  the  corner  of  Monument  and  Meridian 
streets,  and  here,  in  ii^)!,  just  sixty-eight 
years  after  the  dedication  of  the  fiM-mer 
church,  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  structure 
was  laid.  'Jdii>  beautiful  edifice  is  in  the  Old 
I'Jiglish  style  of  architecture,  anrl  is  construct- 
ed of  field  stones  laid  in  cement.  The  front 
of  its  tower,  o\er  the  western  entrance,  was 
built  of  stones  taken  from  localities  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  the  church  and 
town.  There  are  some  from  the  old  church 
lot  at  (^"enter  (iroton.  some  from  the  "old 
black  meeting  house,"  and  many  from  the 
home  lots  of  the  early  i)astors.  ICach  of  the 
deacons  had  a  memori:d  stone  and  man)'  (tf 
the  old  families  of  the  town  are  here  rei)re- 
scnted. 

The  chin-ch  treasiux's  three  beautiful  mem- 
orial windows.  A  \ery  large  one  rei)rcsent- 
ing  the  parable  of  Tiie  Ten  Talents,  occupies 
the  western  end.  This  was  presented  by  the 
.\\ery  family,  whose  mend)ers  ha\e  alwa\s 
occui)ied  a  \er\-  ])romineni  ])osition  in  the 
town  and  church.  (  )n  the  north  side  is  a  win- 
dow from  the  Titi'any  shudios  representing 
Christ  as  the  Shepherd  of  Mis  Shee|),  a  fitting 
memorial  to  Kev.  Jolm  A.  \\"oodhull.  The 
third,  of  conventional  design,  is  a  memorial  to 


Deactju  and  .Mrs.  \\  ilson  .\ll\n.  The  dedica- 
tion exerciser  were  held  on  ( )ctober  sixteenth, 
1902,  the  two  hundredth  anniversar}'  01  the 
founding  of  the  church,  the  dedicatory  ser- 
mon being  i)reached  l)}'  Rev.  S.  II.  Ilowe,  I). 
I).,  of  Norwich  from  the  texl,  "W  hat  mean 
\  e  by  these  stones." 

In  June,  i<>:)8.  Rev.  James  R.  Danfortli,  i). 
1).,  was  installed  as  our  sixteenth  pastor  and 
we  sincerely  hope  that  for  luany  _\  ears  he  ma)' 
live  among  us  "that  good,  dit'fused,  ma)'  more 
abiuidant  grow.  ' 

(  )ne  can  not  stud)'  the  histor)'  of  this  church 
without  feeling  that  in  man)'  wa)'s.  it  has  been 
es])ecially  blest.  It  had  a  most  noble  ances- 
trv  of  men  and  women  who  were  children  ol 
the  best  earl)'  settlers  upon  the  shores  of  Mass- 
achusetts bav,  and  in  whose  \'eins  flowed  the 
best  blood  of  the  mother  countr).  Sturd)'  in 
body,  keen  in  mind  and  fervent  in  sjjirit,  they 
ga\'e  to  this  church  a  splendid  birllu-ight.  It 
has  been  enriched  b)'  an  educated  ministry. 
Its  i)astors  have  all  been  graduates  of  C(d- 
leges  ;  men  of  intellectuality  and  culture  who 
have  done  nuich  toward  maintaining  a  high 
standard  of  lixing  here  in  Groton.  It  has  also 
noble  descendants,  hrom  it  ha\'e  gone  forth 
half  a  score  of  ministers,  among  them  the  first 
Rpiscopal  bisho|)  in  this  countr)';  and  man)' 
useful  men  and  women  in  all  walks  of  lile 
hax'C  recei\'ed  their  religious  training  from  this 
church.  With  one  of  her  i)astors  we  sax, 
"W  ith  a  past  so  full  of  blessing  and  attain- 
ment, niay  the  future  of  this  religions  house- 
hold be  grand  in  hoi)  usefidness." 
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Groton  Heights  Baptist  Church 

By  KI-:V.  GELORGE  R.  ATHA 


CHURCH  tliat  was  organized  in 
1843  canin)t  huast  of  "hoary  walls 
^C^^JS    and  ancient  halls,"  especially  if  it 
M^w^^^    is    \vor?hii)i)in|4'    in    the  second 
Iniilding  it  has  wccnpicd  since  that 
(late.  Vet  the  writer  uf  thi>  brief  record  being 
privileged  from  time  1(j  time  to  luihl'the  cnps 
and  plates  of  the  did  ))e\\ter  eommnniun  set, 
has  tluis  been  led  to  ihink  of  the  l)rethren  who 
part(H)k   of   tlie    elements   nf   the  sacrament 
tlierefroni,  and  he  canmU  lint  rejnice  in  their 
liistory. 

The  stt)r\-  is  l)rief,  covering  bnt  sixty-six 
years,  and  it  begins  lluis:  "A  conncil  called  by 
certain  brethren  and  sisters  residing  in  the 
towns  of  (Iroton,  Xew  London  and  Jcwett 
City,  for  the  pnrpose  of  giving  them  fellow- 
ship as  a  chinch,  to  be  called  'The  Uaptist 
("hurch  at  ( iroton  liank,'  convened  at  the 
house  of  Deacon  Robert  A.  Avery  on  Thurs- 
day, March  16,  184,^,  and  organized  at  11 
f>'cIock  a.  m.  After  due  in(piiry  into  the  cir- 
cumstances nnder  wdiich  the  church  came  into 
existence,  the  council  voted  '  That  when  the 
church  shall  adopt  the  articles  and  the  cove- 
nant, we  extend  to  it  the  hand  of  fellowship  as 
a  church  in  (  iospel  order. 

i'ollovving  this  action  the  council  adjourned 
to  meet  in  the  meeting  house  for  the  public 
exercises,  the  Congregational  church  having 
kindly  offered  their  house  for  the  occasion. 
The  church  came  togetiier  and  in  the  ])resence 
of  the  congregation  ado])le(l  their  articles  of 
faith  and  coxenant.  after  which  the  ser\ices 
proceeded  as  folows: 

Reading  of  Scriptures  and  ])ra\er  b\'  Re\. 
11.  I'".  1  fedden  :  .Sermon  by  Ke\'.  II.  Cook,  text, 
l'4)hcsians  1:  ii;-2o;  l'ra\er  of  Recognition  b\ 
Rev.  L.  Covin  :  I  land  of  b'ellowsliip  by  Rev. 
II.  R.  Knapp:  Charge  lo  the  (  hurch  bv  Re\  .  I. 
R.  .Stoward  ;  concluding  |)rayer  b)'    Rew  V.. 


Denison.  Such  is  the  story  of  the  beginning 
of  the  church. 

At  the  time  of  the  organization  there  were 
51  enrolled  as  members  of  the  church.  Ser- 
\  ices  were  held  either  at  the  North  Lane 
school  house  or  in  the  school  house  of  l)istrict 
Ko.  I.  Rut  temporary  quarters  did  not  long 
satisfy  this  little  comjiany,  whose  buoyant, 
optimistic  and  ])rogressi\e  spirit  is  borne  wit- 
ness to  in  the  follow  ing  ])aragraphs  taken  vei  - 
batim  from  the  church  records: 

I.  .\t  a  meeting  IkM  uii  .March  j.Tth,  (uIir' 
(lay.s  after  tiie  (jr^ani/alioii  was  ct^'ccteii  )  it  was  voiiil  : 
"I'liat  we  circiilale  a  suliscriptioii  to  build  a  mceiiiiL; 
house  for  tlie  cliurch." 

_'.  On  the  i8lh  of  Julv,  1844,  it  was  voted;  "  I  hat  the 
hiiildiii;^  eoniniittee  he  instructed  to  accept  [iroiiosaU 
and  build  a  ineetiny  house-  fur  ihc  (Iroton  Hank  I'apii^l 
Chureli,  according  to  tlieir  I>cst  judgment." 

,i  In  -May,  1845,  it  was  \otcd  :  "  I'hat  our  meeting 
house  l)e  dedicated  to  tiie  service  of  Ahnigiity  God  on 
the  4th  of  June,  1843,  and  that  IClder  Jabez  S.  Swan  he 
in\itcd  to  i)rcacii  tile  dechcation  sermon." 

'lllis  first  meeting  house  served  the  church 
as  its  place  of  worshiji  from  1845  itulil  i87_'. 
It  still  stands  on  Thames  .St.,  jtist  where  \ou 
make  the  turn  in  going  to  the  railroad  station. 
It  was  remodelled  and  has  heen  used  for  some 
years  now  as  a  <lwelling. 

In  1871,  (hiring  the  second  ])astorate  of  Ll- 
der  .\llen.  the  clun-eh  bttilding  was  fotind  loo 
small  to  accommodate  the  congregation,  so 
the  sidiscription  list  was  again  circtdated  with 
the  result  that  $4,5(ki  was  raised,  which  with 
the  \alue  of  the  chttrch  pro])erly  made  a  work- 
ing ca|)ital  of  over  $(),(X)o.  .\  btiilding  commit- 
tee was  appointed  and  the  work  jjushed  for- 
ward \igorotisly  so  that  on  the  iith  of  |nl\. 
1872,  the  building  was  linislu'd  and  dedicated, 
the  sermon  on  this  oceasiini  beinu;  pieaelied 
by  Re\  .  John  JXiN  ies  of  Xorwieb.  I'lie  elimch 
editiee  has  been  well  la'pt  ;inil  i>  in  a  ^^oo,] 
sl;ite  ol   presi'rv  at  ion.     In    1 S7  |   ii    was  fued 
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irdiii  (lcl)t  so  far  as  the  l)uil(linn'  fund  was 
cunconu-d,  aiitl  diiriuL;  lli.il  yoar  aNo  a  hell 
was  placcil  in  the  luwcr  1)\  ciL^lil  nf  ilic  bretli,' 
rcii  Di  tlie  church,  'l  o-dav  •  the  j^rnw  ih  uf  tlfcl 
Lliblc  schDul  and  the  de>ire  fur  a  more  conven- 
ient arrangement  foi-  chis^es  is  leaihm;  the 
trustees  and  other  of'ticerh  to  think  seriou-^h' 
as  ti)  liow  they  can  he-^t  ]"earranL;e  tlic  \  es- 
lr}'s  to  facilitate  and  make  more  efticient  this 
\ii;"orous  de])artment  of  the  church's  work. 

Countiui^'  tile  present  iucmid)ent,  it  ma\'  he 
interesting'  to  note  that  the  church  has  had 
dnrini;'  these  sixty -six  yt'ai's  thirteen  pastor^, 
while  on  three  (liftereut  occasions  there  ha\ e 


ill  frame  and  in  heart  he  i;a\  e  a  S]denditl  j)roof 
(if  lii.>  ministrw  I'wo  hundred  and  forty-three 
were  added  to  ihe  cliurch  during  hi>  i)a>torates 
and  his  name  w  ill  e\  er  he  honored  in  this  com- 
inunitx'. 

i\e\'.  v..  I".  .Miller's  pastorate  was  next  in 
kni;th,  coverluL;  a  period  of  eii^ht  years  and 
seven  months,  and  next  aL;ain  in  point  of  time 
was  the  pastorate  of  Kev.  \..  11.  Sears,  who 
rounded  out  six  )  ears  with  this  ])eople.  Mlder 
llallentine  would  come  next  with  four  and  a 
third  }ears  of  sjilcndicl  achicxement  in  hoth 
material  and  s])iritual  thini^s.  A\dule  man_\'  of 
the  i)astorates  were  brief,  (  iod's  i)lessini^"  was 
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been  so-called  supply  pastors.  The  jjastors 
were,  in  order,  as  follows;  Reverends  Ruther- 
ford Russell,  N.  'l\  Allen,  (hrst  iiastorate), 
Isaac  Checsel)orou<ih,  lul^ar  llewitt,  (Ieori;e 
.Matthews,  l^diliu  l^ewhurst,  X.  T.  .\llen  (sec- 
oiul  pastorate),  No\es  W.  .Miner,  1).  I)., 
( leor.i^e  R-  Harrow,  ( leori^e  .N.  llallentiui',  V. 
T.  Miller.  ]..  !',.  Sears  and  ( ieor-e  R.  .\lha. 
The  supply  ])astors  were  1..  .\udrc\vs,  .M .  1\1. 
Maxell,  and  \\'illi;im  .\.  Smith. 

()f  this  j^roup  none  can  compari',  of  course, 
c  ither  in  leiii^th  iif  serx  ice.  oi'  in  I  heir  ,s.;ri]i 
upon  the  church  ami  com m iin i  1  x',  xxilh  I'dder 
.\lleii,  who  lor  a  ]iciiod  i,f  almost  Ixxeulx' 
years  "uided  the  allairs  of  the  church.  I.arsje 


not  xvanting  in  them  as  the  records  attest.  F.s- 
pecially  is  this  to  be  noted  in  the  brief  minis- 
tries of  Revs.  Rutherford  Russell.  I'.lihu  I  )exx  - 
hurst  and  1  )r.  \.  W  .  Miner,  who  though  here 
for  but  brief  periods,  respect  ix  el  \',  saw  ei,L;ht\  - 
f<iur,  thirty-txx'o  and  sixty-one  added  to  the 
church.  Rev.  W.  .\.  .Sniitli  \x  ho  serx  ed  as  sup- 
plx'-pastor,  ^raluilou'-lx  ,  loo,  be  it  said,  had  his 
^(■rx  ice  id  lox  e  honori'd  bx  I  w  eul  x -ciL;ht  beiiiL; 
added  to  llu'  clmi'cii  xxhilc  it  wa^  under  hi^ 
care.  (  iod  has  indct'd  htuiored  his  serx  anls 
hciH',  in  thai  ox  I'r  six  hundred  altoi;ethcr  dur- 
iiiL;  these  x  ear.s  hax  c  bct  n  brou:.;ht  into  the  fel- 
loxxship  oi  the  church,  ,iud  all  haxc  Ik'cii  prix  i- 
le!jed  to  sliaie,  not  oulx   in  the  s<ixxinu:  of  the 
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M'cd,  but  also  in  tlie  reaping  uf  the  harvest. 
■|  lie  years  itS45,  1848,  i87_'-73  and  1882  were 
years  niarlvetl  l)y  special  niani feslalii-uis  of 
spiritual  power  in  the  con\er>i()n  of  men. 

It  would  be  a  ditiicnU  ihinj^'  to  delerniinc 
just  where  one  Liui^ht  In  st<ip  if  he  attempted 
to  make  mention  ol  the  men  and  women,  who 
iliiriuy  these  sixt}'-si.\  year^  lia\e  ,sonL;ht  by 
loving  and  painstakini;  ser\  ice  in  this  church 
Ic  honor  Ciod  and  advance  the  interests  of  ilis 
kingdom,  lint  there  are  two  names  that  n(^ 
one  writing  of  the  church  would  Ije  able  to 
omit,  so  indelibl}'  base  they  been  written  in 
liie  churcii's  history.  The  hrst  of  these  names 
is  that  of  Deacon  Rol)ert  ,\nstin  'Avery, 
llirough  "whose  mitiring  and  self-denying  ef- 
forts this  church  had  its  birth.""  iMir  nineteen 
years  lie  served  as  senior  deacon,  seldom  be- 
ing absent  from  the  ser\  ices  though  he  liv  ed 
some  distance  from  the  chinch,  lie  died  De- 
cember 20,  i8()_'.  The  church  records  during 
those  nineteen  yeais  indicate  that  the  heart 
and  hand  of  Dcac(jn  .\\i'ry  were  ever  mindful 
of  the  church,  and  that  he  abonnded  in  every 
good  word  and  work.  Ilesides  him  was  Dea- 
con Charles  11.  Starr,  who  also  was  with  the 
church  at  the  beginning  even  though  his  name 
does  not  appear  as  a  constituent  member,  lie 
was  elected  deacon  in  Xoxember,  1843,  and 
served  the  church  in  that  ofhce  for  a  period  of 
si.xty-two  years.     .\   (piiet,  sim]de,  straight- 


forward, good  man,  his  sincerit}-  and  virtue 
imi)ressed  his  brethren  in  the  church  and  aUo 
his  neighbors  and  fellow  tcjwnsmen.  'bins 
record  is  all  too  brief  to  indicate  what  the  ear- 
nest  faith  and  piety  of  these  brethren  meant  in 
the  way  of  blessing  to  the  church,  but  without 
such  mentit)n  of  them  any  record  would  have 
Id  be  marked  incomplete. 

(Jf  the  allied  ami  au.x'liary  organizations  to 
the  church,  the  .Sunday  school  of  cour>e  stands 
first  in  the  hearts  of  the  peo|)le.  It  has  an  en- 
rolled mendjcrship  of  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  with  an  average  atteiulance  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty.  Its  nineteen  classes  give  op- 
|)ortunity  iox  students  of  all  ages  to  share  in 
llible-study,  and  it  manifests  an  active  inter- 
est in  all  the  \aried  mis^ionarv  and  i)hilan- 
tliropic  enteri)rises  espoused  by  the  church. 

Other  organizations  are  the  Lathes"  Mis- 
sionarv  .Society,  the  Ladies"  llenevolent  .So- 
ciety, and  the  l'>a])tist  Young  l*eoi)le"s  Union. 
TheNe  give  ami)le  opportunity  fcir  e.\] )i"ession 
and  participation  in  the  varied  lines  ol  work, 
and  all  are  proving  helpful  to  the  work  of  the 
church  at  large  in  jiractical  vvay.s  and  in  pray- 
erful ways,  in  studious  ])aths  and  m  ])aths 
where  time  and  talent  must  be  sacrificed  that 
the  church  may  be  sustained,  and  the  blessed 
gospel  iireached  both  liere  at  home  and  yomler 
across  the  sea. 
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The  Bishop  Seabuiy  Memorial  Church 


V>y  REV.  C.  S.  M.  STEWART 


11-:  Rc\.  K.  M.  DulT  of  St.  James' 
Church,  Xcw  LondDii,  hehl  the 
tirst  I'.i)isct)])aliaii  services  un 
\\  C(hies(hi\  e\  cniiiys  in  Lent, 
1X74,  which  resultetl  in  the  fuund- 
ic  Mission  in  (Iroton.    A  Snn(hi\'  af- 


sKAiuntv  MKMoin  \i,  (  n  \ri:i, 

Itrnoon  service  was  cnmhicU'd  liy  him  (hn'inL; 
tile  fulliiwini;  Innc  ami  conlinucd  until  (  )c- 
Idher  111  that  wav,  when  llu'     i\e\ .  Millidi^e 


\\'alker,  the  rei^ular  ai)i)oiuted  mi>sicMiary, 
assmnetl  charL;e  uf  the  wurk.  Success  crowned 
the  labor  of  the  missionary  and  soon  sufficient 
funds  had  been  obtained  for  the  ct)nstruction 
of  the  present  church  edihce.  The  I\ev.  Mr. 
Walker  submitted  plans  drawn  bv  himself  to 
a  connnittee  appointed  by  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  the  missionary  society  of  the 
diocese  which  were  found  tc)  be  satisfactory 
and  ground  was  broken  on  the  JOtli  o\  ]u\y, 
1K73.  The  first  service  held  in  the  church  was 
('U  Christmas  eveniuL;'  of  the  same  year,  and 
there  the  con^s^rei^ation  continued  to  worship 
until  the  followiui;  Whitsunday,  June  4lh, 
187').  The  church  building'  beinj^  ^till  in  an 
unfinished  condition,  the  services  were  held 
for  a  brief  period  of  time  in  Afcchanics'  Mall, 
wdiere  prc\'iously  the  cont;rei;ation  had  met  for 
worsliip. 

.\  completed  and  churchly  structure  awaited 
the  return  of  the  couj^^re^alion  on  Suiidax',  An- 
•j,usi  13th,  1876,  and  the  Kew  I.  1-".  Taunt  was 
llie  officiating'  cler^ym.an.  The  l\e\.  Mr. 
Taunt  liavim;'  been  appointed  priesl-iu-charL;e 
by  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  enlered  upon  his 
duties  Septeml)er  _^d,  187(1.  'i^he  last  mentioned 
clers^yman  was  followed  by  the  i\c\.  11.  T. 
(  lre!^or\'  whose  m in ist I'at i< m  be^an  March  Mh, 
1878.  The  T\e\'.  Mr.  (rrcL^iu-y  rendered  llu' 
im|)ortant  serv  ice  of  lifting;  a  debt  of  $1.7^0.00 
whicdi  had  |)re\enled  ihe  consecralion  ot  tlu' 
church.  ( )u  Tue->da\ .  SepU'iulier  i.^lh.  1881. 
ihe  church  was  con>ccralcil  and  ^el  ap.ui  for- 
v\cv  for  holv  wor>hip  under  ihc  lille  of  Sea- 
bnrv  .Memorial  (  Imrch.  in  reverential  res]»ecl 
lo  the  memorv  of  llie  Ixiidil  i\c\crcud  Samuel 
Seaburx.  1).  I). .(he  first  bisho|)  of  ihe  Ameri- 
t  ;in  chni'ch  and  of  llu-  dioce-e  of  t  oinu  ct ic\il . 
w  ill  I  w  :is  bnni  ill  (irotoii.  \'o\t'niber  ,V'lh.  1720. 
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'riie  ^^is.si(1na^ics  in  charge  have  hfcn  : 

I.    Tlie  Rev.  K.  .M .  DnlV— l.cnt,  1S74,  to  18th 
Sunday  after   I  rinily. 
The  ke\'.  Milhd^e  W  alker — iSth  Sunchiy 
after  Trinity  to  Lent,  uSjC).  i\, 

('I'he  Re\'.  I'.  II.  H.  Treniaine — Ash  Wednes- 
day, iS/f).  to  W  hitsnnday, ) 

3.  The  Re\'.  J.  I'erdinaiid  Tainit — 12th  Sun- 

day after  Trinity.  iSjd,  to  Lent,  uSjS. 

4.  The  Re\'.  Henry  '!'.  (irei^ory — Ash  Wed- 

nesday, i<S78,  to  Holy   linioeents,  i(S82. 

5.  Rev.   (  )rlando    I'.   Starke}- — liaster  Day, 

1883,  to  r.ent,  1883. 

(Tlie  Rev.  I'eter  L.  Shepard— Lent,  1885,  to 
ilth  Sunday  after  Trinily.) 


6.  The  Rev.  James  O.  Tieknor — (  In  connec- 

tion with  St.  Mark's  I'arisli,  .\l)stic)  — 
11th  Sunday  after  Trinily,  1885,  to  8tii 
Sunday  after  Trinily,  i88(). 

7.  'i"he  Re\'.  William  L.  I'eck — J7th  Sunda) 

after  Trinit}-,  i88(),  to  Olh  Sunday  after 
'Lrinily,  18^4- 

8.  The  Rev.  X.  Alanson   Wellon — i8y4  to 

i8ij6. 

y.    Tlie  Re\-.  'Idieodore    Ai.    I'eck — i8(X>  t" 
1898. 

10.    The  Kew  I'aul        Iloltman — 1st  Sunday 
after  Trinit}-,  1898  to  lyoj.  ,    ■  ■ 

1902-1904 — llie   Rev.  Millidi^e  Walker. 
1904-1906 — Su])])lies. 

1906-1907 — The  l\e\'.  I".  11.  Stedman.      ,  ^ 
KJO7-1908 — 'idle  l\e\'.  .\(lell)ert  .Afcl  linnis. 
1908— The  Rev.  C.  S.  M.  Stewart. 
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The  Work  of  the  Anna  Warner  Bailey  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 

of  Groton  and  Stonington 

By  GRACE  D.  WHEELER  . 


1V(  )Lrr  fifty  ytars  a^o,  tlicrc  lived  on 
tlic  olil  (icT^lioni  Lainl)rrt  estate, 
near  tlie  hordui^li  of  Stoninj^ton, 
Conn.,  a  faniilv  1)y  the  name  of  Day. 
Some  year.s  1)efiire  tliey  had  left  their 
liomo  in  New  London,  Conn.,  fur  New  (  )rleans, 
l^a.,  where  Mr.  Day  accumuhited  in  business  a 
handsonie  fortune  and  ujidu  returning  ntirth,  for 
a  summer  home,  saw  and  purehased  this  beauti- 
ful estate,  later  known  as  Walnut  iirove  or  the 
Day  Place.  It  is  situated  off  the  publie  road, 
hut  reaehed  by  passing  through  the  gate  at  the 
lodge,  where  wending  your  \\a\  in  a  green 
meadow,  under  arehing  trees  and  over  bridges, 
\-ou  reach  at  last,  the  handsome  mausuju  budt 
there  by  Mr.  James  I.  Da\'  and  beautiiiefl  during 
his  ownership,  through  the  summer  months  and 
later,  when  he  oecupied  it  for  the  season.  Here 
his  family  lived  in  lu.xur)-,  enlc-itaining  friends 
and  bringing  not  a  little  social  distinetion  to 
Stonington. 

Among  this  family  of  several  beautiful  daugh- 
ters, was  Abby,  who  luarried  Culhbert  Harrison 
Slocomb,  the  wedding  oecurring  amid  much  haj)- 
piness  in  this  lunise  and  later  they  went  to  live 
in  New  Orleans.  .After  travelling  much  abroad 
and  at  home  and  e.\i)erieueiug  many  eventful  epi- 
sodes in  social  life,  bearing  with  fortitude  the 
loss  of  her  husband  and  with  equal  e(|uanimity, 
the  ba]>py  marriage  of  her  daughter,  to  C'ount 
Di.  Urazza  Savorgnan  of  Italy,  Mrs.  Slocomb 
came  back  in  later  years,  to  her  early  hoiue  in 
Stonington  and  visited  friends,  while  seeking  a 
beautiful  location  foi-  a  houu',  which  she  foiuid 
at  (iroton,.C('un.,  where,  after  combining  two  or- 
dinary houses  into  the  one  modern  and  unicpie 
design,  which  stands  there  today,  ,on  .Monument 
street,  she  naiued  it  "Dais\'  (  rest  n\vv  (liotou." 

Perhaps  living  in  the  verv  shadow  of  ( iroton 
lleights'  towering  granite  momiment  and  conse- 


(|Uently  nearby  (  )ld  I'ort  (iriswold,  with  its  glo- 
rious and  patriotic,  but  ghastl)'  historic  memory 
of  Revolutionary  days,  was  the  cause  e)f  imbuing 
.Mrs.  Slocomb  with  zeal  in  the  ser\'iee  those 
Revolutionary  descendants,  who  formed  C)ct<iher 
iith,  iSijo,  in  Washington,  D.  C,  the  National 
Society  of  The  Daughters  of  the  .American  Rev- 
olution. Certain  it  was,  that  she  responded 
promptl)'  t(i  the  ca.ll  for  help,  which  came  to  her 
trom  Mrs.  II.  \'.  llouiton,  \ ' ice- 1 'resident  Ceii- 
eral,  in  charge  of  the  organization  of  cbajiters, 
who  desired  that  daughters  of  the  heroes  of  the 
RevoIuti(;n  should  assist  in  forming  cha|)'ers  in 
every  city,  town  and  county  of  Connecticut,  which 
should  f(xster  i)atrioli>m  ami  education  iu  the 
princi])les  of  our  gi)vernmenl  and  also  preserve 
the  unwritten  history  of  the  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence that  oiu"  anCL'stors  endured. 

Mrs.  Slocomb  came  at  once  to  .Stonington  seek- 
ing members  for  this  new  societ\-  and  called  at 
my  hoiue  to  secure  heli)  in  tracing  those  eligible 
to  membershii).  Thus  my  name  stands  hrst  after 
the  Regent,  as  the  second  charter  member.  In 
.\ugust,  i8<)3,  -Mrs.  .Slocomb  sent  out  letters  of 
invitation  to  ladies  to  foriu  a  chapter  in  (Iroton 
and  -Stonington,  and  lat'-r  in  the  mouth  held  an 
inft)riual  meeting  at  her  house,  of  those  eligi- 
ble and  desirous  of  forming  a  cha|)ter  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  .American  Revcilution,  which  or- 
ganization was  later  named  .Anna  Warner  iSailey, 
in  honor  of  (Iroton's  most  distinguished  patriotic 
woman  of  l\evolutionar\  day  s. 

The  first  regular  meeting  of  this  chapter  was 
held  Seplember  i,^th,  iSo,^,  ;il  .Mrs.  .Slocomh's 
home,  she  having  been  ;ippointed  Regent  h\'  the 
.\;Uional  Hoard  al  Washinj.;ton.  There  were 
lourleen  ladies  ]ir(.'seul  and  other  oltiei'rs  were 
chosiMi,  \iz.:  .Mrs.  I'.ngcne  l'>aki.'r,  registrar; 
.Miss  (irace  D.-  Whei'ler,  vice-registrar;  .Miss 
Julia  .\very,  secrelary  ;  and  .Miss  .Sarah  II.  Mor- 
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pan,  treasurer.  TIk'  llnard  (if  .ManaL;-ciiieiit  was 
Mrs.  Daniel  Morgan,  Mrs.  l''rcdcric  llill,  since 
(leceased,  and  .Mrs.  r.cUnn  .\.  Copp,  while  the 
sixteen  charier  nienihcrs  were  Mrs.  C.  II.  Slo- 
coml),  IMiss  (Irace  D.  W  heeler,  I\Irs.  Isaac  I*. 
r.oii.sc,  -Miss  Sarah  II.  .Mor-an,  Mrs.  j.  (  ).  Sjh- 
ccr,  M-rs.   Iuii;ene   I..    Haker,   Mrs.   I  lenry  II. 


.MUS.  .WNA  W  WKNia;  IIAII.KV 

KlluWII    HV    •■  MulllIT    llilill'V  " 

Stoddard,  Mrs.  h'lisha  TliDnias,  .\^r^.  l'"re(Ieric 
i'.ill,  Mi.ss  -Mary  J.  .\very.  Mrs.  Mellon  A. 
I'opi),  Mrs.  Daniel  M()ri.;an,  .Miss  Julia  (  ). 
Avery,  ]\Iiss  L'ura  .\\ery,  .Miss  lieulah  Star- 
key,  Airs.  .\".  S.  I'ish. 

In  .A])ril,  181)4,  l-l"-'  hrst  meeting  in  Stonington 
was  held  at  .Mrs.  V .  11.  .Xonts'  home.  1'he  R  :- 
gent  used  a  ga\'el,  presented  to  her  hy  the  chap- 
ter, and  made  dI  oak  from  a  ratter  in  Aloth.er 
liailey's  house  liighh  polished  and  with  an  iu- 
scri[;tion  on  a  .silver  plale.  There  were  twenty- 
tive  present.  W  ithiu  the  Near,  there  were  lo;-; 
meuihers,  making  with  inie  exception  the  largest 
clia])ter  in  the  stale.  'J'hrcc  \i'ars  later  there  were 
150  memhers  and  seven  real  daughlers  of  Revo- 
lutionary heroes  had  heen  foimd  and  presented 
with  the  gold  spoon  from  the  national  society 
at  Washington.  Vhoul  this  lime  .Mrs,  Slocomh 
wa.s  retjliesled  to  allow  hri-  name  lo  he  used  lor 
State  Regent,  hut  declined  (he  honor,  saving,  she 
"felt  convinced  that  the  haughtcis  of  Connecll- 
cut  would  he  hest  sta  \fd  li\  remaining  w  here  shi.' 
was."  We  si-'c  now  how  wise  her  decision, 
as  we  glance  aloug  the  \  arions  hues  ol  woi'k,  car 


ried  successfully  to  a  grand  finish,  for  in  less  than 
three  months  after  her  appointment  as  Kegent, 
she  had  heguu  consulting  with  Coug^ressmau 
(.."harles  Russell  as  ap])roacIuug  the  United  Stales 
authorities  in  regard  to  the  wall  and  grounds  of 
h'ort  Griswold  and  the  Monument  Ihjuse,  so  that 
it  should  he  a  lilting  reception  hall  for  the  ])atri- 
otic  puhlic,  who  \dsit  it  in  such  multitudes  every 
year,  1,200  names  heing  in.scribed  on  the  visi- 
tors' l)ook  in  two  months.  She  was  successful 
in  her  good  w^ork  and  the  Lieneral  .Assembly  made 
us  custodians  of  the  house,  later  granting  three 
hundred  dollars  a  year  f(.)r  care  and  repaijs. 

Right  upon  this,  the  cha])ter  sent  those  num- 
erous petitions,  150  ox  160,  to  Congress,  asking 
for  the  consecrated  soil  which  rightfulh'  he- 
longed  to  I'ort  (iriswold's  battle  ground,  l_\iug 
directly  east,  which  wa->  later  incorporated  into 
the  grounds  of  the  old  redoul)t  by  the  rniled 
-States  government.  These  printed  words  can 
scarcely  convey  the  amount  of  tliought,  work  and 
time  needed  to  accomplish  this  piu'chase,  but  the 
sincere  thanks  of  all  ]^atriotic  people  are  given 
this  chapter  for  preventing  the  building  of  houses, 
which  was  fast  encroaching  upon  this  historic 
ground, 

(  )ur  meetings  were  generallv  held  at  the  Hill 
Library,  but  as  the  h'airic  .Mas(|ue,  a  ehariuing 
play,  written  1)_\'  .Mrs.  .Slocomh  and  held  in  the 


\\\v.  ,Moi'iii;ii  ii.\ii,i:v  iiorsK 

X'ew  London  'Iheali'e,  by  our  socielx'  in  lune. 
1^05.  proN'cd  so  succcs^lul,  the  pioceeds,  four 
hundred  doll.ars.  were  used  lo  lil  up  llie  liltle 
stoiK'  monumeiil  house,  which  had  been  voled 
by  ihe  .Moninneiil  \ssocialiou  for  theii'  n^e  and 
gi'auted  lo  Us- b\'  (be  .Stale,  --o  ibal  on  llie  ^ixtli 
ol    -Seplember,    iSo).    llie    ii_^th    aimi\ersar\  of 
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the  massacre  al  (IrDlon  llei^^lils,  (lie  keys  were 
t^iven  ()\'er  to  the  Ke.^enl  ami  the  house  was 
I'orniaUy  opened  to  the  i)uhhc.  'I'he  elia])ter 
was  present  witli  their  'invited  j^nests,  repre- 
^^entin^"  ohureh,  state,  army,  navv,  art,  hteratur-e, 
wealth  and  fashion,  who  all  listened  attentively 
to  a  si)eeeh  hy  1  fon.  C.  A.  Kussell.  and  a  iniem 
written  hy  onr  life  ])oeless,  Rose  liawthorne 
Lathrop,  was  read  hy  Mrs.  ("lara  I!.  Whitman, 
which  with  music  and  refreshments  tilled  the 
[jrogramme. 

At  sunset,  Chinese  lanterns  Hashed  out  from 
the  monument  and  liou^e,  while  tireworks  and 


Ledyard,  where  he  \ym(\  trihute  money  of  a  ^'ork 
sliillin,L,r  to  a  tid)',  liltle  woman,  living-  in  the 
stone  huildini;',  from  whom  he  received  the  kev 
to  the  monument,  ami  so  this  house  has  heen 
occu|)ied  hy  diti'erent  |)eople  till  the  Anna  W  ar- 
ner  llaile\-  Chajjter  took  chari^e  in  1894. 

The  next  meeting'  after  the  formal  o|ienins' 
was  held  at  .Mrs.  .Slocond)'s  and  the  society, 
throu,nh  the  treasurer.  Miss  Morj^an,  ])resented 
our  Ke|;ent  with  a  jewelled  hadqe,  representins.^ 
the  symholical  spinning  wheel,  made  of  hlue  en- 
amel with  a  diamond  in  the  center  and  in  the 
end  of  each  of  the  thirteen  si)okes.    It  is  nced- 


i\ion'i;mi:nt  and 

hontires  lit;hted  the  old  fort.  This  was  indeed 
a  i^ala  day  louj^'  to  he  rememhered.  We  scarcely 
thouj^ht  the  day  was  so  near  when  this  house 
would  he  enlarged  and  rededicated  to  accom- 
modate the  growth  and  ,L;ifts  of  the  patriotic 
puhlic.  The  early  hislor\  cd'  this  stone  house  is 
intei'cstin;.;'  as  we  note  il  was  huill  from  stone  un 
tit  for  the  monument  and  has  i)een  used  as  a 
janitor's  home  since  18^1,  lirsl  hy  hihn  llenham, 
who  later  pnichased  the  lar,L;e  llenham  farm  ol 
today.  in  1X4'"^,  (he  historian  l.ossiiiL;,  rt'lales, 
"That  he  crossed   the  Thames  and   \isited  Ml. 


MONl'MKNT  HOI  SE  '  . 

less  \o  sa\'  that  .Mi's,  .^locomh  res])onde<l  feel- 
iui^ly  and  l"ittin,i;lv  ami  then  mentioned  in  her 
yearly  re|  <>rt  that  she  had  secured  seven  nation- 
al memhers  for  a  Louisiana  chapter  and  nominat- 
ed a  friend  as  KcL^eni,  to  repres^'nt  them  in 
C  'on^ress. 

In  the  i^lorious  mouth  of  Hctoln'r  our  l\ei;cnl, 
al  lur  hoint',  i^avc  a  reception  to  the  Stale  l\c- 
j;enl,  .Mrs.  I)er..  Uandolph  l\(.im.  l^he  was  ;is- 
sislcd  in  lecciviuL;  'h\  our  ollicers  anil  iiumhers. 
."sherrN  of  .\'ew  N'oik  catered,  serving;'  refresh 
ments  emhlem.itic  ol  tlie  occasion.     Ices  in  tlu' 
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form  of  cannon  and  honihs,  and  cakes  and  tiny 
Linited  Statcb  Hays  were  in  abnndancc.  A  sliorl 
time  after  Mis.  \\  illiam  I).  .Muss  entertained  our 
Kcgcnt  at  lier  lieinie  in  W  esterl\ ,  where  she  met 
a  number  ul  J\hi)de  l.^huui  ladies,  w  hu  later  be- 
came menvbers  of  <an-  chapter,  and  ever  since, 
one  meeting-  yearl)'  i^  held  at  \\  esterly  and 
Stonington,  always  well  sustained  b)  the  nieni- 
ijcrs  at  home  ami  from  (iroti^m. 

in  June,  i8(j5,  AJrs.  Slucoinb  was  chosen 
chairman  of  the  chapter  cornnnttee  and  pro- 
moter of  the  national  societ}-  of  the  Lhihlren 
of  the  American  Kexulution  and  formed  six 
local  societies  in  New  Ldndmi  County,  and 
one  in  Louisiana,  viz. :  '1  homas  Stari"  at  h^ast- 
crn  i'oint,  Thomas  .\\er)-  at  L'ocpionnock, 
Jonathan  Jlrooks  at  Xew  London,  L'ol.  Led- 
yard  at  Gruton,  W  illiam  Latham  (^or  i'owder 
.Monkey)  at  Stonint.;ton,  Samuel  W'artl  at 
Westerly,  and  (  )ld  (ilory  at  .New  Orleans,  it 
would  recjuire  l)aL;es  to  tell  of  all  the  work 
('.one  by  these  children  anil  their  leaders,  of 
tablets  placed  njxtn  hislnric  houses  and  ob- 
jects, one  upon  the  W  hiteheld  tree  in  Stimiui;- 
ton  in  front  of  the  lu^me  of  Air.  and  Airs,  b'er- 
nando  Wheeler,  and  again  honoring  W  hite- 
field  by  placing  another  tablet  on  the  old 
brown  I'arber  house  at  Center  Groton,  now 
owned  by  l'erc_\  Colver,  where  W'hitefield 
preached  in  17O4.  Tablets  on  the  Lbenezer 
Avery  and  Anna  Warner  llailey  houses  in 
Croton,  a  stone  jjlaced  with  ceremonies  at  the 
grave  of  llulda  llall  and  a  boulder  erected  at 
JJaniel  Stanton's  grave  in  Stonington,  testify 
to  tiieir  patriotic  ardor. 

lint  to  return  tivour  work  in  the  Anna  War- 
ner r.ailey  chapter,  of  which  there  is  enough 
'to  fill  a  good-sized  Ixnik.  We  tind  at  the  regu- 
lar meetings,  much  business  cttucerning  by- 
laws and  amendments,  committees  named  lor 
souvenir  china,  armorial  .-shields,  and  sou\enir 
silver  bells,  representing  the  llannel  jictticoat 
\vhich  Mother  llailey  ga\e  to  our  patriotic  an- 
cestors to  make  wadding  for  (heir  guns  to  hre 
upon  the  ICnglish.  The  lunnerons  meetings 
of  the  (iroton  Tea  Club  and  \cw  London 
Kcading  Club  are  often  mentioned.  Clothing 
and  mones'  are  ri'|)orted  sent  lo  .Mrs.  Rose 
llawthonie   Lathroii   for    hei     ho>|)iia1  work 


among  the  poor  in  New  York  city,  which  was 
\  ery  gratefully  appreciated.  Improvement  of 
the  well  on  the  monument  grounds  was  made 
>;}'  securing  the  old  well  curb  on  the  new  post 
office  site  in  .\e\v  London,  which  was  origi- 
nall}'  (jwned  by  .Mrs.  Slocomb's  great  grand- 
father, Capt.  I'disha  1  1  inman. 

Ju  1890  Airs.  Slocomb  was  chairman  of  the 
national  h)nin  ciimmittee  and  made  an  a<l- 
dress  at  the  C(tutineutal  Congress  in  Wash- 
ington on  this  subject.  Later  Airs.  Clara  11. 
W  hitman  of  Ciroton  was  elected  regent,  and 
Airs.  Slocomb  was  appointed  chairman  of  the 
monument  house  conuuiltee. 

When  Airs.  Shjcond)  found  need  of  a  tlag  for 
decorati\-e  purposes,  she  was  informed  that 
I  here  never  was  a  Connecticut  state  Hag  es- 
tablished by  law.  None  of  the  llags  carried 
C(jnnecticut  troops,  from  Colonial  days  to 
llie  present  time,  was  e\'er  adopted  by  the 
Ceneral  .\ssembl}-,  though  there  were  thirly- 
fi\e  different  designs  e.xtant,  while  red,  blue 
\ell(nv,  and  once  green  llags  were  used  to  dis- 
tmguisli  Connecticut  troops.  (  )ur  chajjter 
submitted  se\'eral  designs  to  the  (  leneral  .\s- 
senddy  \nx  a  legalized  stale  flag.  Une  waN  ap- 
1  ro\ed,  which  is  made  of  blue  bunting  12  b)' 
18  feet.  It  has  the  state  shield  in  while,  bor- 
dered in  silver  and  gold,  and  the  old  colonial 
seal  (d"  three  clinging  gra|)e  \ines,  of  strength 
and  beaut}',  wreathing  themseKes  upward, 
ireightetl  with  full  fruitage,  and  said  to  be 
synd)i)lical  of  religion,  liberl}'  and  knowledge, 
lieneath  the  shield,  on  a  sihery  streamer,  in 
blue  letters,  bordered  with  brown  and  gold, 
we  read  our  state  motto,  (Jni,  transtulet,  sus- 
tinet.  Translated,  lie  who  hath  transplanted, 
will  sustain.  (  )n  the  stall  was  attaehed  an  e.\- 
(juisite  siher  preseiUation  plate,  suitabl}'  in- 
scribed. 

This  Hag  became  the  t'onnecticut  orilcial 
stale  Hag,  and  on  Aug.  i_>lh,  i8()7,  was  ))re- 
sented  b_\'  our  cha])ler  lo  (io\-ernoi  Loirin  .\. 
('ooke  at  the  capilol  in  llarlford,  ami  shorlh 
after  it  was  hoisted  on  llu'  slalT  to  the  peak  of 
ihe  Capitol's  dunie,  wlu  re  it  was  saluted  by  the 
lii'ing  of  thirteen  gnus. 

(hi  Aug.  i()|li,  lllie  goxornoj-  i-eeei\ed  at 
(  amp  ('o(ike  llie  silk  Hag  for  the  governors  of 
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tlie  state,  from  our  chapter.  Senator  Lee  spoke 
of  the  thirteen  stripes,  representing  the  thir- 
teen original  states,  saying,  if  the  names 
sliould  be  written  upon  them,  Connecticut 
ought  to  have  her  name  at  the  head  of  iItc  list, 
because  of  her  nnlilc  iii>li)r\  ;  fur  during  the 
Revidutionary  war,  more  lr(i<i]).s  were  raised 
from  Conneolicul  than  from  an\-  other  state, 
with  one  exception,  and  during  ihc  Civil  war 
she  sent  about  55,000  soldiers  to  the  front. 


at  least  10,000  persons  were  present  and  it  was 
difficult  to  get  passage  across  the  Thames.  A 
company  called  "The  Ledyard  Volunteers," 
manned  the  fort,  and  in  the  line  of  march  were 
18  survi\'ors  of  the  massacre,  some  showing 
scars  and  oIIht.s  with  build  rent  garmenl>. 
(  )ne  \  eleran  bail  t  w  >  1  liole^  in  lii>  \  e^l  which 
were  made  on  lliat  nienmrabU'  day  in  17S1 
when  he  esca|)ed  dealb  from  the  bullets  by 
lia\ing  a  l'>rili^h  officer  stulf        \\\'^\\\.  cap  into 


cd.VNKcricr  r  srA  rK  1  i,A(; 


In  June,  1898,  .Mrs.  .Slocomb  was  one  of 
eight  ]3aughlers  from  Connecticut  who  peti- 
tioned Congress  against  the  misuse  of  the  na- 
tional flag,  and  in  July  she  was  one  of  the 
New  London  and  \\  indham  CouiUy  1).  .\.  R. 
relief  coimnitlee  for  collecting  ami  forwarding 
contributions  to  our  I  niled  .States  hospital  at 
Jacksonville,  I'la.,  (hiring  the  Spanish-American 
war.  Our  chajjler  ga\e  in  mone\  and  mate 
rials  $135.  On  the  Citli  of  Sei)lenil)er,  as  usual, 
a  lilting  celebration  was  obser\el  at  (irolon, 
it  being  the  ij/lh  anniversary  of  the  battle, 
wliich  since  1825,  44  years  after  the  massacre, 
had  been  commemorated  in  s(uue  proi)er  man- 
ner. 

Sul)scrii)tions  were  taken  at  the  laxerns  in 
Slonington,  (Iroton,  I'reston  ;ind  .\e\v  London 
to  defrav  eNpenses,  and  when  tlu'  dav  arii\'ed 


the  oritice  of  the  wound.  I  hese  men  of  l\e\  o- 
lutioii;ir\'  dav  s  marched  with  di,L;niiy  to  fori 
(  ifiswold,  w  lu  ri'  1000  wnnu'ii  were  as-^embled, 
and  listened  to  tlu'  or.ition  b\  lion  William 
Ibainerd.  Later  ( io\  .  Wolcoti  w.is  jilaci-'d  at 
tlu'  head  of  a  coniinitlee  to  erect  a  monument 
to  llie  hoiioied  iieioes  who  fell  there  in  1781. 
The  money  was  seemed  by  a  lottery,  and  so 
this  inonuiiient  was  Imill  which  stands  tlure  in 
all  its  L^raiiileiir  t'  i-  d.iy . 

.Villi  so  oil,  down  ilie  \  ears,  each  succeeding 
.Si'))!,  otii  biiiii^s  with  it  some  littim;  eelebra- 
lioii,  and  |iatriotic  hearts  take  up  \\  illiiiL^lv  the 
wurk'  of  keeping  i^iei'ii  the  memory  of  tlie->c 
bra\e  men  who  fell  .it  llii--  s))ot.  (  )u  the  otb  ot' 
Sept.,  1808.  I  hill.  I '.en  1. 1  in  I II  .Stark'  read  a  paper. 
\<  Inch  had  been  coiiipihil  by  .Mi'-s  Marx  lU'ii- 
iainiii,  relative  to    the    lavim;    o|    ilie  corner 
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Stone  of  the  Groton  monument.  Airs.  Sara 
Kinney  made  an  address  and  Mrs.  Slocomb 
{.resented  a  water  colur  painting  of  the  new 
state  rtag  to  Battery  B,  First  Connecticut 
Heavy  Artillery  XOlunteers. 

in  October,  i8(j(S,  Mr^.  \\  iiitnian,  on  account 
of  ill  health,  resigned,  antl  Mrs.  Slocomb  once 
more  became  our  leader.  In  this  same 
month,  the  monument  hou^e,  which  had  been 
closed  several  weck^  undergoing  repairs, 
amounting  in  co.st  to  over  $800,  was  reopened 
amid  interesting  ceremonies.  .\  sealed  box  of 
records  was  buried  uudei'  the  main  entrance, 
and  after  addresses  and  songs,  the  llagging 
was  placed  o\er  it. 

The  photographs  of  ihc  liitle  ^tone  house 
sold  well  to  its  many  \  i>ilor>.  It  scarcely 
seems  possilde,  but  in  the  sununer  months  of 
two  years  io,()(XO  per.Min^  \  ie\\ed  this  historic 
place.  The  chajjler  has  di^irii)uted  many  val- 
uable, large  water  color.^  and  artistic  colored 
photographs  of  the  Hag.-,  to  the  military  and 
various  lil)raries  and  societies  at  a  cost  (;f  $250. 
W  e  also  i)nl)lished  a  booklet  by  Miss  llenjamin 
on  local  history. 

iMve  large  \olumes,  gi\en  by  Mrs.  Slocomb, 
were  filled  with  a  cartoon  histor)-  of  the  Span- 
ish-American war,  prepared  by  our  historian, 
Mrs.  Ira  Hart  I'almer  of  Stonington,  and 
sometime  after  Mi>s  I'.mma  W  .  I'almer  of 
Stonington  comi)lete(l  a  number  of  volumes 
of  cartoon  history  of  the  same  war.  The  C.  A. 
k.  did  a  large  amount  of  relief  work  during 
this  war  and  two  of  their  number  became  sol- 
diers of  L'ncle  Sam. 

Our  chapter  was  honored  by  a  request  from 
Washington  to  ha\e  it^  work,  the  state  llag 
and  monument  house,  forwarded  as  a  report  to 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  this  being  the 
first  report  including  I).  A.  R.  work,  published 
at  the  exi)ense  of  the  go\ernmenl.  It  contained 
thirty  plates,  one  of  w  Inch  was  the  monnmenl 
house.  . 

In  iH<x;,  two  of  our  silk  (lags  were  presented 
to  the  Third  Reginu'nl  at  ("amp  Lonnsbury 
and  in  this  year,  ])lau>  were  made  to  add  to  the 
monument  house,  a  large  hall,  47  by  teel 
and  one-third  higher  than  the  present  building, 
to  be  called  the  Memorial  .Vnuex  in  memory 


of  our  heroic  dead  of  the  Spanish-American 
war,  the  hrst  monument  to  be  raised  in  the 
state  to  that  cause. 

At  this  time,  news  of  the  assassination  of 
King  Humbert  was  learned  with  feelings  of 
sorrow  by  the  world.  (  )nr  chai)ler,  through 
the  kind  thought  of  .\lr>.  Slocomb,  luul  Tilfa- 
ny  prepare  a  njost  extpiisite  and  a])propriate 
memorial  albuiu,  with  the  arms  of  Italy  and 
illuminated  lettering,  on  delicate  white  vellum, 
with  siher  and  gold  mountings,  containing 
parchment  leaves  in  be  inscribed  I)}'  the  ofti- 
cers  and  members  of  each  Lonnecticut  chap- 
ter, and  with  the  national  ofrtcers  al.Mi,  ex- 
pressing to  (Jueen  Alargherita,  of  Italy,  the 
love  and  sujiport  of  the  patriotic  .\iuerican 
women.  The  \olnme  was  presented  by  the 
Countess  l)i  llra/.za,  who  was  granted  a  long 
and  delightful  audience  at  the  Oueen's  court. 

r.efore  the  (Jueen's  reply  had  reached  us  our 
own  beloved  I'residenl  had  been  >lioi  and  was 
lying  wounded  unto  death.  (  )ur  chai)ter  sent  a 
letter  of  sy!n])athy  to  Mrs.  AlcKinley,  and 
later  ujjon  the  I'resident's  death  extended  ap- 
jjri >priate  resolutions. 

Afrs.  Slocomb  made  many  a])i)eals  to  Con- 
gress to  secure  the  ])roiection  and  adornment 
of  the  old  forts,  those  important  relics  of  the 
American  Revolution,  and  at  last  the  ])oint 
was  gained.  Instead  of  selling  off  the  guns, 
ordnance  and  buildings  of  h'ort  (  iriswold,  and 
then  di.smantling  the  fort,  the  old  battleground 
was  con\erteil  into  a  memorial  park  owned 
by  the  !^tate  of  Coimecticul  and  in  care  of  our 
chapter.  .Ml  the  guns,  ele\  en  canuuu  and  pro- 
jectiles and  2(X)0  cannon  balls  were  donated  to 
this  cha])t(.'r  by  the  secretary  of  war,  to  deco- 
rate the  i)ark. 

Through  the  heart\-  co-operation  of  Aliss 
Afa}'  Williams  of  Xew  Loinlon  our  chai>ter  be- 
came the  custotlian>  of  one  of  Cncle  Sam's 
.Spanish-. \ merican  war  trophies,  a  gun  from 
the  .Admir.il  t'er\era's  llag^hip,  the  "Marie 
Theresa,"  w  hich  lired  tln'  lirst  sin  it  in  the  na- 
val battle  ol  .Santiago.  .S,  1  un  the  wesUrn  >lopc 
of  (iroton  .MonuMU'Ut  grnnnds  tlu'  trniiln  can- 
non was  mnujiled  on  its  cairiage  im  a  substan- 
tial slone  |i  ai  iiila  t  II  m,  e\en  the  slnelil  winch 
protected  il  on  the  llagship  being  sent  b_\  the 
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government.  On  June  17th,  1902,  a  great  cel- 
ebration was  held  in  liruton  by  the  Anna 
Warner  Bailey  chapter  and  their  friends. 
Capt.  Richard  P.  Ilobson,  tlie  orator  of  tlie 
day,  was  escorted  l)y  detachments  of  the  \-a- 
rions  local  national  organizations  to  Groton 
1  [eights,  where  the  day  proxed  an  uiu|ualihed 
success,  from  the  planting  of  the  Constitution- 
al ( )ak,  )))■  little  L  assie  X.  Ilailev,  to  the  un- 
\oiling  of  the  gun  which  Capt.  Mobsdn  des- 
ignated as  an  old  friend,  he  ha\ing  hel])ed  to 
raise  it  fri>m  the  deck  of  the  'Theresa  after  the 
Ijattle   of   .Santiagi).      lie   also   said   that  he 


Re\'olution  for  the  puri)ose  of  raising  money 
to  purchase  land  for  a  monument  park.  Later 
Vlx.  iNIorton  Plant  placed  there  a  fountain,  as 
a  memorial  to  Capt.  William  Latham,  who 
once  owned  the  land,  and  was  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  at  Ciroton  lieiglits. 

At  the  nnx'eiling  of  the  fountain  a  most  in- 
teresting historical  paper  on  the  sid)ject  was 
written  and  read  by  Master  Joseph  A.  Copp. 

Some  months  after  work  for  the  Cok)nial 
Dames,  rclati\'e  to  describing  ilie  old  Colonial 
houses,  was  tal<en  uj)  liy  .Miss  h.mma  \\  . 
1 'aimer,  Miss  jidia  Co])|)  and  m_\sell. 


would  '"rather  lie  born  a  citizen  of  the  Cnited 
States  than  a  crown  prince  ol  the  i)roudcst 
coimtry  in  the  world." 

President  Roose\  elt  also  ha\  ing  taken  much 
])ersonal  interest  in  taxing  the  old  forts  to  our 
chapter,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  him 
with  a  gift  of  a  large  and  beautiful  basket  ol 
red  peonies.  Mother   I'.ailey's  fa\'orite  tlower. 

Shorlh'  after  this  our  iHgent  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  site  commillee,  regarding  the 
proposed  L'oiUiuental  Mall  to  be  binlt  at 
Washington,  and  she  had  the  honor  ol 

selecting  the  aceei»ted  loe.ation,  ;in  ideal  s])ot 
in  e\ery  respect  for  lliis  "llonie  o|  the  1  )angh- 
ters,"  on  1  7th  St.,  near  the  W  hile  llou^e. 

In  .August  a  concert  was  gi\en  under  the 
auspices  of  the  I  )aughters  ;ind  ('hiidren  of  the 


WW.  .\H ).M M KN'i  nor.si': 

(  )ur  chapter  was  aulhori/ed  to  erect  a  me- 
morial annex  on  the  east  siile  of  ilie  ])resent 
monument  houst',  ami  a  committee  of  six  la- 
die's  was  api)oinled  to  su|K'r\is(.'  I'ort  (iris- 
wold's  memorial  i)ark.  I  lie  necessary  ^fiS.OOO 
to  accom])lish  this  task,  seemed  an  almost  im- 
possible amomit  to  raise.  The  luiilding  was 
designed  to  harmonize  with  the  old  house  and 
carried  on  to  sriccesslul  completion  with  eye- 
brow windows  aiul  a  b'nalhau  llrooks  me- 
morial window  at  the  easl.  .\lco\es  and  fire- 
])rool  i(Hims,  with  a  jaml(ir's  ro(im,  and  cases 
to  hold  and  |)rotect  loant'd  and  donaled  an- 
lupies.  were  designed  lor  ihi-  nuiseum,  and 
nnu-li  ol  the  luiniinre  w.is  L;i\i'n. 

In  \'o\i'ndn'r,  mv>,^  TCi't  (Iriswold  which 
was  built  b\-  the  sl.ite.  during  the  l\e\.ilution 
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ary  war  and  Iransffrred  to  the  Ihiitcd  States 
in  1813,  now  again  became  the  property  nf 
ihe  State.  Fort  Griswold  was  no  more.  Sliortly 
after  the  C.  A.  R.  and  the  scliool  children  of 
Groton  raised  a  tlag  in  lM>rt  (iriswold  Memo- 
rial Park,  the  exercises  being  attended  by  (n\x 
chapter.  Afterwaril.  as  .Mr>.  Slocomb■^  heallli 
maile  it  necessary  for  lier  to  lay  aside  many 
duties,  .she  tendered  her  re>ignation  as  regent 
and  Mr.s.  Clara  11.  W  hitman  was  elected  to 
ihe  position,  wliich  she  Idled  most  acceptably. 

Mrs.  Whitman  began  her  work  by  asking 
llie  war  department  to  mm  o\er  t(j  the  h'orl 
(Iriswold  Commission,  fix  e  gnn  carriages,  viz, : 
Four  barbette  carriages  for  8-inch  Rodman 
gun,  front  ])indle,  and  one  barbette  carriage 
for  20-pounder  ritle,  front  j)indle.  'Idiey  were 
already  on  the  grounds  and  >oon  became  our 
proi)erty. 

In  1904  we  note  the  ])resentation  to  the 
State  of  Connecticut  of  a  turnstile  sn]iported 
l)y  col)ble  pillars,  placed  in  the  north  wall  of 
the  lower  fort,  near  the  new  highway,  for  l"ne 
|)erpetnal  continuance  of  a  footpath  through 
the  forts,  from  north  to  Miulh.  A  handsomely 
painted  sign  was  also  placed  at  the  fool  of 
Scliool  street,  pointing  the  \va\-  to  the  monu- 
ment. 

Mrs.  Whitman  had  now  an  arduous  task 
upon  her  heart  and  hands,  to  raise  the  neces- 
sary $8,000  and  to  bring  to  com])letion  the 
work  of  the  new  annex,  together  with  many 
other  calls  for  nu)ne\',  among  which  was  the 
Connecticut  column  in  (  dutinenlal  ilall  at 
Washington,  our  chapter  raising  aixiut  .$50  fi  ir 
this  object.  The  annual  Tiigether  .Meeting  of 
the  Daughters  in  the  state  was  held  at  (irotou 
on  Oct.  lith,  1005,  this  ilay  being  memorable 
as  the  birthday  of  the  national  society  and  the 
hirthdav  of  our  |)atron  saint,  Anna.  W  arner 
I'.ailcy. 

Our  members  ga\'e  and  sdlicited,  while  lue 
C.  A.  \K:  preseiUed  ne;irly  $i,(k)0,  besides  the 
Jonathan  I'rooks  windnw,  which  was  gixcn 
hy  the  New  London  ( ",  \.  K.  scicietx  .  The  lil- 
lle  state  button  was  sold  to  llmsr  who  wauled 
it  ami  to  those  who  did  not  waul  il,  yielding  a 
large  return. 


.Sentiment  cidminated  in  a  grand  fair,  which 
netted  $2(>o.  This,  though  a  great  heljj,  was  in- 
adequate, and  when  in  October  Mrs.  Whitman 
announced  to  the  chapter  that  the  remaining 
$2,000  had  l)ccn  gi\en  by  ^fr.  .Morton  V. 
I'laut,  great  was  our  rejoicing,  as  the  gift  was 
entirely  spontaneous  and  unsolicited.  A  trib- 
ute of  thanks  to  -liim  shoidd  be  here  recorded 
by  the  .\nna  W  arner  llailc)  cha))ter,  for  his 
thoughtlul  aid,  i^rompled  b}'  his  generous 
heart  in  this  ])alrii)lic  work.  We  also  record 
another  gift  of  a  memorial  plate  of  blue  and 
white  china,  designed  b\'  John  l\)lcotl  .\dams, 
representing  LUl.  Ledyard. 

With  this  load  oil  (nu-  nunds,  attention  was 
directed  to  raising  money  for  the  jjurcliase  nf 
the  three  lots  on  the  cast  side  of  the  fort, 
which  recjuired  as  our  regent  said,  "A  long 
l)idl,  a  strong  ])ull  and  a  i)ull  all  together."  .\t 
last  the  annex  was  cutirel\-  completed  and  the 
long  anticipated  opening  day,  June  28lh,  1907, 
arri\-ed,  bringing  sunshine  and  blue  skies,  for 
the  many  guests,  who  came  to  do  honor,  not 
only  to  the  patriotic  de;ul,  but  to  the  patriotic 
li\-ing,  who  liad  worked  so  assiduonsK  for  he 
consummation  of  this  work. 

Lest  you  ha\e  never  seen  the  house,  let  me 
tell  you,  that  ihe  interior  of  the  building  is 
well  ada|)ted  to  showing  the  relics.    The  roof 
is  high  and  the  room  well  lighted,  the  walls 
are  decorated   with   heraldic   shields  and  ])ic- 
lures  ol  historic  meaning,  while  swor<L,  nuli- 
tary   clothing  and   .ipparel   of   \e   olden  lime 
m.iy  be  cleai'ly  seen  in  their  cases.     .\s  \c)U 
enter  this  i)uilding,  you  see  our  --tale  motto 
and  sea!  on  the  eastern  wall  in  gill  letters,  he- 
tween  .\merican  llags.  "Me  who  1  ran--planted 
still  sustains."  and  on  the  western  wall  is  the 
seal  ot  the  1  )auglilerv,  in  the  blue  and  silver 
C(dors  of  the  chapter  against  the  back-gronirl 
of  two  state  llags.     With  the  room  full  of  in- 
teresting objeels  where  sli.all  we  look  lusi?  He 
sure  and  see  ihe  ihiee  |Melnres  of  Molhei-  I'.ai- 
h'\'  al  dil'lei-enl  ages  and   the  porliail  of  .\bl- 
gail  I  I  in  man.  (  ia/e  al  1  he  old  .\  xerv  house  an< 
I'bene/er  ,\\i'r\"s  historic   home,     in  one  o 
ihe  brick  fireplaces,  see  llie  andirons  and  ci.nu 
which  oiu-e  bilonged  lo  .Mrs.  LaiKw.  ,iiid.  le 
I  weary  you,  go  and  look  for  \oniself. 
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Our  regent,  jNlrs.  Clara  B.  Whitman,  pre- 
sented the  house  to  the  state,  whicli  was  ac- 
cepted in  an  address  by  Gov.  WoodrufY.  Af- 
terward Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull  of  Norwich, 
"a  Son  of  the  Revolution,"  made  the  historical 
speech  of  the  day,  and  the  moiiKTrial  window 
was  unveiled.  Aiuorica  was  suiiu;  wilh  enllui- 
siasm  and  Clroton's  jilace  in  lustory  was  aj^ain 
repeated.  Airs.  Whitman  has  since  resii^ned  as 
recent  and  the  jxisition  is  now  \ery  capably 
tilled  by  Mrs.  Ida  i'.akcr. 

All  you  who  read  this  Ixiok  should  hunt 
the  news])ai)er  tiles  of  llic  last  fifteen 
vears  and  read  of  CIroton's  patriotic  days,  in- 
clndiui^'  the  anni\'er>arics  of  ilic  liattlc  of  (iro- 


ton  Heights,  when  our  chapter  keeps  open 
house,  at  the  new  memorial  annex  and  enter- 
tains hospitably  several  hundreds,  who 
view  the  new  room  and  llie  many  interest- 
ing relics  with  admiring  eyes.  These  are  in- 
creasing daily  as  our  citizens  realize  that  here 
is  a  safe  de|)osit  for  their  treasures,  so  that 
the  remark  has  e\'cn  been  Ncntured  that  "oUi 
memorial  house  is  waV  yet  large  enough." 

We  see  in  mind  the  younger  generation,  fol- 
lowing in  the  foolste])s  of  their  predecessors, 
by  rebuilding  and  rededicating  in  patriotic 
fervor,  as  members  of  the  .Vnna  Warner  Jlai- 
ky  chapter  of  (  irolon  and  .Stoninglon. 
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Center  Groton 


By  DAVID  A.  DABOLL 


liRUKEX  and  narrow  valley,  split 
int(.)  two  sections  by  a  central  for- 
est covered  ridj^e,  sloping  HTCgu- 
larly  from  ihe  sdutliern  border  of 
tlie  present  town  of  i.ed}ard  to 
the  brt)ad  and  open  plains  upon  the  ^ound, 
forms  what  may  be  called  the  middle  section 
of  the  Groton  of  to-tla)'.  Its  western  half  is 
the  basin  of  a  ri\er,  originally  much  greater 
ill  volume  than  now,  whose  waters  long  fur- 
nished power  for  mills  of  \arious  kinds,  the 
wheels  of  which  ha\e  mostly  ceased  to  turn, 
or  have  already  crumbled  back  to  dust.  In 
the  upper  part  of  the  valley,  in  the  shadow  of 
the  rocky  ridges  of  Candle  wood  Hill,  which 
here  forms  its  eastern  boundary,  lies  the  little 
village  whose  story  it  is  ours  to  tell.  Valley 
and  plains,  river  and  village,  all  once  bore  the 
quaint  aboriginal  name  of  I'o((uonnock,  but  the 
river,  from  its  sources  to  tide  water,  became 
known  in  early  settlement  days  as  "Ihe  Great 
lirook,"  a  title  which  has  been  perpetuated 
in  deed  and  recoril,  and  the  village,  after  hav- 
ing for  a  century  and  a  ([uarter  fultilled  the 
conditions  wliich  entitled  it  to  its  later  name  of 
Center  Groton,  received  its  belated  christening 
as  such,  in  the  fine  irony  of  circumstance,  at 
a  date  when  the  reasons  for  it  were  passing  or 
had  already  passed  away. 

The  twentieth  centnr)'  tourist,  consulting  his 
road  map  as  he  rolls  in  his  autt)mobile  along 
its  quiet  street,  sees  little  in  its  relative  ])osi- 
tion  and  still  less  in  il^  appearance  to  justify 
its  name,  lie  does  not  know  and  he  does  not 
stop  lo  find  out,  that  when  the  town  of  ( Iroton 
comprised  an  area  more  than  twice  as  large 
as  it  does  at  i)resent,  this  s])ot  was,  a|)|)roxi- 
mately  sjieaking,  its  geograi)hical  center;  and 
that  as  a  corallary  thereto  it  became  its  eccle- 
siastical, C(^rporale,  and  educational  ccnlei'. 
Two  highways   running   east   and    west  and 


north  and  south  respecti \e1y,  here  cross  one 
a.nother  at  right  angles.  The  first  and  more 
important  one  of  the  two  was,  long  before  the 
\vhite  in\asion,  an  aboriginal  trail  worn  b\-  the 
leet  of  generaliouN  of  sa\age  waniors,  and 
leading"  from  the  Xarraganselt  coiuilry  to  the 
shores  of  the  I'equot  ri\er,  now  the  Thames. 
The  second,  similar  in  its  origin,  K'd  from  the 
open  plain  around  the  sound  to  the  Moliegat, 
country  at  the  north.  into  each  of  these  at 
various  distances,  brandling  trails,  now  high- 
ways, converged. 

"(3nce  churches  had  towns;  now,  towns 
lia\e  churches."  Fn  this  brief  sentence,  fnnn 
some  forgotten  essayist,  is  to  be  found  an  epi- 


Ol.n  'I  A\  KKN 

tome  of  the  reasons  lor  the  rise  and  the  de- 
eliiie  of  many  a  .\ew  i'.iigland  \illage,  which, 
lik'e  this  one,  still  lioKN  its  jdace  on  the  map, 
although  ill  the  e\pre->si\e  jilirase  of  Uenan  it 
may  have  Imig  "less  lixed  than  lasted."  Here 
at  the  crossing  ol  the  highways,  then  hardl\- 
more  than  bridle  paths,  by  means  of  which 
the  scattered  l.irmers  inainlaiiied  a  neigliborl\- 
interctiurse  with  one  another,  the  loniuleis  of 
(iroton,  who  bilii'\c(l  llial  the  onl\  -~;ile  jialh 
w;iy  to  hea\'eii  was  ilnougli  the  |iortals  (if 
llu'  Established  t  lnucli,  re:ired  the  lirsi  meel- 
ing  house  in  tlu'  town,  when.'  it  coidd  lu'  most 
eon\ I'liienI  ly  reached  li\   llie  niajoniv.  (lose 
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\.\  it  tliey  l)iiilt  the  riwU'r  --clindl  huu^e,  within 
who^c  wall.N  iiii  matter  huw  hiiiitcd  the  curri- 
ciiliim  might  be,  the  discijiline,  Hke  that  uf 
tlie  churcli,  was  complete.  \\  ithin  a  stone's 
tiirow  of  the  twti  was  the  (IwelHng  of  llic  min- 
ister, whose  rates,  fixed  l)y  hiw,  were  to  l)e 
collected  from  lieliesers  and  nnl lel lexers  alike, 
peaceably,  if  ]jossible,  forcibly  if  necessary. 

Thus  they  esttiblished  an  ecclesiastical,  ed- 
ucational and  intellectual  center  which  was 
likewise  to  be  a  corjxirate  center,  since  the 
meeting  house  was  to  .ser\  e  a^  town  house 
also.  IDoubtle.ss,  \  iewing  tlie  situation  uiuler 
fading  se\enteeuth  century  lights,  they  ex- 
pected it  long  to  endure,  and  in  timt  to  draw 
unto  itself  the  elements  wliich  should  make  it 
a  business  and  social  center  as  well.  Under 
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dififerent  conditions,  witli  a  dilTerenl  en\iron- 
mcnt,  all  this  might  ha\e  been.  Mere  and  there 
in  New  England  sucli  an  one  slill  li\es  in  some- 
tl'iing  more  llian  name,  wiiii  its  statel\-  "iMrst 
C  hurch"  gracing  the  spot  uliere  the  lirst  meet- 
ing h(juse  stood  in  Colonial  limes;  with  its 
school  house  grown  to  .-icademic  or  e\en  col- 
legiate j)roport ions ;  connected  b\'  modern 
highways  of  iron  with  the  bn--tling,  hustling 
outer  world,  still  a  center  of  inu  llectual,  soci:d 
and  even  of  business  lite. 

i'lUt  not  in  tow.us  like  (  jroton,  w  hose  growth 
even  in  its  earlier  days,  was  largely  along 
other  than  agricultural  lines,  and  three-fourlhs 
of  whose  boiindai'ies  wt-re  washed  b\  the  ocean 
tides.  The  s])iril  of  commercialism  arose  and 
throve  b\'  the  shore.    "  I  )is.st'iili'i  s"  i-;ime  in  lo 
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disturb  the  ecclesiastical  inonopol}'  and  monot- 
(;ny,  and  \  ex  the  souls  ol  those  who  Ijcliexed  in 
an  enduring  democratic  theocracy,  'i  he  bonds 
y.hich  held  church  and  state  together  grew 
weaker  and  weaker  and  hnally  sna[)ped  asun- 
der. 

Then  came  a  time  when  the  center  oi  ortho- 
doxy in  the  towir,  like  the  "Star  of  limpire," 
m.o\ed  westward,  and  the  church  at  I'oquon- 
liock,  luj  longer  sustained  by  unwilling  tax- 
l)ayers,  moxed  west  with  the  tide.  Tlie  hoi)e 
of  the  fcnmders  was  a  \anished  dream  before 
the  generation  that  succeeded  them  had  jiassed 
o\er  to  the  silent  majontv.  The  town  had 
cluirches  in  i)lenty,  bm  the  church  no  longer 
had  the  ttjwn. 

That  the  site  of  the  place  was  a  clearing 
somewhat  greater  in  area  than  now,  and  culli- 
x'ated  in  savage  fashion  at  the  time  of  the 
white  invasion  is  a  matter  of  tradition  forti- 
fied by  the  silent  teslimoii}-  of  relics  exhumed 
fiom  time  to  time  e\'eii  down  to  the  last  ceii- 
tiirw  It  is  probable  that  the  few  wigwams 
scattered  along  the  principal  trail  went  u])  in 
liame  during  the  morniiig  of  the  Jf>tli  of  .\la\', 
1637,  a  few  hours  after  the  storming  ol  the 
I'ecpiot  fortress  on  Mystic  llill. 

'Ihe  story  of  that  memorable  light  is  told 
elsewhere,  but  a  rc-ference  to  the  dramatic 
march  of  the  v  ictors  Irom  the  scene  of  slaugh- 
ter and  \'ictory  to  their  rendezvous  on  the 
Thames  is  permissible  here,  as  in  the  opinion 
of  tlie  writer,  the  tacit  assumption  by  historians 
that  the  route  taken  by  l  ajitain  Alason  and  his 
party  was  in  an  almost  direct  course  to  the 
western  ri\-er  is  an  erroneous  one.  (  )f  the 
three  conteiiiiioraneoiis  accounts  of  the  ex])edi- 
lion,  but  one,  that  ol  .Mason  himself,  gives 
e\en  a  hint  upon  the  subjccl,  and  the  hint  so 
as  it  goes  helps  to  negali\e  the  pojudar 
assumption,  lie  li;id  marched,  in  parts  of  two 
days,  a  distance  ol  ne.irlv  forty  li\e  miles  o\ er 
the  Xarragansett  li.iil  abead\'  mentioned,  and 
li;id  only  Inriied  aside  from  it  when  within 
striking  distance  of  his  objeclive.  To  reiurii 
to  it  when  his  work  wa>  done,  and,  le;i\'ing  the 
r(.m;iining  fortress  of  ilu'  eiieiin  on  the  farther 
siiK'  oi  a  dee])  \,ille\-,  to  I'lYecl  his  retrt'.ii  (  for 
it    was   nothing  else)    .-ilom;   the   line   of  le:ist 
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resistance  to  his  base  of  suiii^lics,  would  have 
been  the  dictate  of  iiiilitai\  rcasciiiin;^  and 
cominon  sense.  Criijpled  in  nunihers.  encuiii- 
licrcd  with  liis  wounded,  his  provisions  ex- 
hausted, and  his  aninninilion  nearl_\'  so,  lie  was 
ohviotisl}'  in  no  condition  fiir  lurtlier  otk-nsi\'e 
operations.  lie  was  L^uided  hy  native  allies 
whose  loyalty  was  of  i)ro<if  and  to  whom  the 
whole  region  was  a  familiar  one.  (living  him 
credit  for  those  (|ualities  cif  leadership  which 
had  won  ft)r  him  "L;olden  (i])iniijns''  from  his 
rliperiors  in  other  campai.^ns,  the  writer  Ioul; 
ago  came  to  the  conclusion  that  his  line  of  re- 
treat that  mornins^'  took  him  directly  ])ast  the 
sj)0t  where,  sixty-sex'cn  x  ears  later,  "the  first 
church  in  Groton  was  erected. 

It  is  prcjbable  that  the  \  alley  a^ain  resountl- 
C(l  to  the  tramp  of  armed  men  about  one  month 
later,  wdien  the  last  collected  force  of  the  I'e- 
(piots  which  then  remained  in  the  vicinily  was 
surrounded  and  captured  in  the  Pine  Swamp  a 
few  miles  to  the  nurlh  by  t  aptain  Stou<j;liton 
and  his  Massachusetts  troo])s.  I'hen  followed 
a  lonj^  silence,  one  of  desolation  and  death. 
The  region  was  a  part  of  a  concjuered  coun- 
try, over  which  two  colonies  were  to  contend 
for  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  and  the  con-' 
(|uered  for  the  most  part  belonged  to  that 
(juiet  class  wdiich  a  later  authority  has  defined 
as  being  "the  only  good  Indians."  iMght  years 
were  to  elapse  before  lohn  Winthrop  the 
younger,  was  to  a|)pear  with  his  few  lollow- 
ers  on  the  western  shore  of  ihe  Thames. 

The  surviving  scNentecnlh  century  records 
of  Groton  are  to  be  found  in  the  archives  ol 
New  London,  of  which  it  remained  a  ])art  for 
sixty  years.  In  the  early  division  of  lands 
cast  of  the  Thames  those  l\  ing  in  and  around 
Center  Giroton  are  unnoticed.  They  mostly  re- 
mained in  commons  untd  (  iroton  attained  her 
corporate  independence.  So  far  as  we  know 
no  settler  made  his  home  there  until  uiar  the 
end  of  the  century.  \'or  i>  it  easy  to  discrim- 
inate chronologically  between  the  \erv  trw 
who  came  before  its  status  as  a  town  ct'nttT 
Vv'as  fixed,  as  we  have  outlinnl  in  our  intro- 
duction, and  those  who  I'ollowed  soon  alter. 
The  precise  dale  at  whith  \..o.er  liodington 
reared  his  cabin  one  third  of  a  nuK'  north  ol  (he 


cross  roads  remains  to  be  defined.  Idie  same 
may  l)e  said  of  Thomas  l)unl)ar,  laud  trader, 
tavern  kee]HM',  and  Iniilder  and  oi)eralor  (d 
Djmbar's  mill  on  the  (  Ircat  llrook  at  the  west, 
whose  "llig  House"  jusl  to  ihc  east  of  lioding- 
ton's  place  i)unctuales  the  later  records  here 
and  ihei'e.  Ibil  in  the  decades  between  ltif)0 
and  i^Hjo.  the  more  easilv  accessible  and  more 
L-asily  tilled  if  not  more  fertile  lands  of  the 
town  were  not  l)eing"  neglecteil.  'bhe  Smiths, 
the  A\'er_vs  and  the  .Morgans  had  earl}'  made 
their  homes  at  the  lower  end  of  the  l'o(|Uou- 
nock  valley,  and  the  time  was  to  come  when 
the  descendants  of  the  first  two  were  to  be 
the  princi])al  citi/.ens  and  land  holders  in  the 
localitv  with  which  we  are  especially  ciiu- 
ccrned. 

Along  the  l)anks  of  the  Afystic  and  the 
Thames  and  in  the  more  distant  "Poquetan- 
nock  tirants,"  groups  of  sturdy  pioneers, 
whose  names  are  of  familiar  memory  had 
cleared  and  were  cidtivating  their  homesteail 
acres.  They  were  town  builders  all;  it  was 
an  era  when  race  suicide  was  unknown,  and 
new  settlers  were  continually  coming  in  to 
]iush  farther  into  the  interior  of  the  tract 
whose  periphery  only  was  as  yet  dotted  with 
their  scattered  farms. 

It  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  "the  church 
IkuI  the  towri,"  that  the  absence  of  any  one 
from  the  sanctuary  al  the  tap  of  the  sabbath 
drum  furnished  a  proper  subject  for  judicial 
i'upiiry  ;  an<l  that  in  extreme  cases,  even  the 
Vv'hipping  ])ost  and  the  slocks  were  esteemed 
ajipliances  with  which  to  i)ersuade  men  into 
ways  of  |)leasaiUness  and  paths  (il  ])eaci'. 

Small  won(h'r  that  as  the  century  drew  to  a 
close  the  desire  for  a  separate  and  imu'c  con- 
venient church  e-.lablishment,  fanned  by  un- 
ix'asonable  and  even  minatory  o|)])ositioii, 
should  at  last,  like  the  "Spirit  of  (."alhmor" 
be  "stalking  lari^e.  a  L;leannng  loi  ni  "  There 
i-  a  touch  of  grim  hunioi'  in  the  ])elition  to  the 
(  it'nei  al  ('ourt,  ignoi'ed,  denied,  and  ri'uewed, 
l('r  the  privilege  to  "nnbodye  themselves  into 
church  I'siale,  in  order  to  the  comfortable  en- 
|ov  iiient  III  llu'  ordiiiaiire^  ol  (  'md  "  I'lie  meas- 
nie  of  diseomfort  invohed  in  wnUer  trips  i)y 
bad  roads  and  w'oise   terries  to     the  lireless 
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sanctuary  on  the  fartlicr  side  of  tlie  Tliames 
u  e  can  easily  eoniprcliend  ;  and  ti>  many  of 
ll.ose  independent  laiineis  tliere  was  an  added 
element  of  discomfort  in  the  aut(.)eratic  nnnis- 
trations  t)f  the  Reverend  (iurdon  Saltonstall. 

A  stately  I'uritan  of  the  i'uritans,  an  aristo- 
crat to  his  linger  lips,  "who  felt  in  himself 
few  of  the  inhrndlies  of  humanit}-  and  was  in- 
lolerent  of  them  in  others;"  the  mo^t  forceful 
character  of  his  tlay  and  j^eneration,  he  was 
unfortunately  the  champion  of  tlie  worst  as 
\s'ell  as  the  hot  elements  of  a  dyini;  ecclesias- 
tical system.  Tcj  his  potent  inlluence  with 
tlie  General  Court  was  largely  due  the  failure 
of  the  various  prayers  for  a  separate  church  es- 
tal)lisliment  in  (Iroton  which  were  laid  heforc 
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it  between  1696  and  \~ox,.  In  1700  the  lash  of 
discii)line  was  applied  to  sundry  recalcitrants, 
who  dared  to  sign  their  names,  first  to  a 
"Complaint"  and  then  to  a  '"Remonstrance" 
against  him  and  his  methods.  Hut  e\cn  hi-^ 
eyes  must  ha\-e  discerned  at  hiNt  the  physical 
if  not  the  sjjiritual  necessity  of  the  case. 

In  1702  the  town  "consented"  hy  Note  "that 
the  inhabitants  that  "dwell  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river  should  organi/e  a  church  and  have  a 
minister  of  their  own  at  an  annual  salary  (d 
70  ])cjunds;"  and  they  were  further  authorized 
to  build  a'meetinL;'  hou-^e  iliiil y-li\e  feet  sipiare 
at  the  joint  expense  of  both  sections. 

Large  bodies  move  slowly,  and  belore  the 
more  ponderous  one  at  Xew  lla\en  had  regis- 
tered its  conclusion  in  the  matter,  the  town 
had  voted  that  three  luuidred  acres    of  the 


common  lands  should  be  sold  or  otherwise 
used  for  chiu'ch  purposes,  and  the  ilwellers 
east  of  the  ri\er  had  called  as  their  minister 
the  Reverend  liphraim  W  oodbridge  of  Ivil- 
lingworth,  a  recent  llar\ard  graduate,  and 
born  of  an  imbroken  line  of  clergymen  from 
the  days  of  W'ycklilife  down.  In  the  early 
sirring  of  1703,  a. committee  appointed  for  tlu 
purpose  reported  a  sale  to  d'lujmas  Dunbar 
(already  mentioned)-  of  nineteen  acres  of  the 
public  lands  for  church  purposes.  The  lo- 
cation of  the  Meeting  House  was  determined 
as  we  have  seen,  and  the  clearing  at  Center 
(iroton  soon  rang  with  the  sound  of  axe  and 
hammer  wdiere  there  were  few  to  be  cheered 
or  disturbed  by  the  echoes.  ■ 

At  its  October  session  the  General  Court 
was  pleased  to  ratify  these  i)roceedings,  and  at 
the  ]\Iay  session  of  1704.  also  solemnly  ap- 
|)roved  of  an  additiou  of  20  ])ounds  per  annum 
to  Mr.  Woodbridge's  salary,  he  having  agreed 
to  build  his  own  house  without  further  call 
upon  the  taxpayers.  'The  foundations  of  the 
house  were  probably  already  laid,  as  the  young 
divine  had  given  hostage  to  fortune  on  the 
fourth  tlay  of  the  same  month  by  marrying 
Miss  Hannah  Morgan,  daughter  of  c>ne  of  the 
"complainants"  {previously  disciplined  by  Sal- 
tonstall. His  formal  ordination  in  the  new 
Meeting  House  took  place  on  the  eighth  day 
of  Noveml)er  fidlowing,  and  the  Church  at 
Poquonnock  was  ofticialK  launched  upon  the 
ecclesiastical  sea.  its  history  belongs  to  an- 
other pen  than  oiu>,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
ri\'al  sect  wdiose  ajjostle  was  soon  to  appear 
\\\)i)W  the  field,  and  whose  i)roselytes  were 
ere  long  to  outnnudier  the  friends  of  the 
Standing  (  )rder  and  ox  erturn  the  system  upon 
w  Inch  the  latter  leaned  for  support  :  l)ut  the 
story  of  Center  Grotou  with  both  eliminated 
would  be  but  a  re|)etition  of  that  of  llamlct 
with  1  landet  left  out. 

(  )f  the  building,  which  for  more  than  sixtv 
years  was  to  serve  the  community  as  church 
and  town  house,  no  detailed  descriiMion  has 
been  handed  down  to  us.  and  e\  en  its  exact  site 
has  been  a  matter  of  some  (pie-~lion.  It  prob- 
ably stood  a  few  feel  to  the  east  of  the  now 
luuised  store,  which  last  was  built  K)ng  alter 
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the  demolition  of  the  church  in  early  Re\olu- 
lioiiary  time.  its  (linu'n^inii.s  ha\e  already 
been  alluded  to.  It  is  safe  to  assume  that  in 
its  construction  few  of  the  graces  of  archi- 
tecture were  ins'olved  either  in  exterior  ur  in- 
terior fitting's.  It  was  a  sijuare,  and  douhtless 
rather  ugly  looking  building,  without  chim- 
neys, with  entrances  on  its  soulhern  and  east- 
ern sides,  and  crowned  1)\  the  pyrannMal  or 
hipped  roof  then  much  in  \ogue.  The  scant v 
iloor  space  within  was  reinforced  hy  galleries 
ul)on  three  sides,  tlie  |)nli)it  o\erIiung  by  the 
inevitable  sounding  board  occu])ying  the 
fourth. 

Tlie  dignitaries,  civil,  military  or  religious, 
who  could  afford  the  luxury,  were,  by  special 
vote,  accortled  s])ace,  i)re>muably  near  the 
pidpit  in  which  to  build  i»e\s>  for  them- 
selves and  families.  The  first  to  be  thus  hon- 
ored was  John  Davie,  the  tirst  town  clerk  of 
(iroton.  The  a!K)tment  of  .^eats  was  a  task  re- 
(|uiring  both  nerve  and  judgment  on  the  part 
of  the  committee  ajipointed  for  the  purpose, 
calling  as  it  did  for  an  ai)l)raisal  of  the  relative 
social  claims  of  the  worshippers.  lint  the 
power  of  the  town  was  behind  the  committee, 
and  "being  so  seat.ed"  the  claimants  w(e,re 
warned  to  "remain  silent."  .\  like  divinit}'  no 
,doubt  hedged  about  the  committee  of  one, 
who  was  charged  to  "take  care  of  the  youthe 
on  the  Lord's  da_\',  that  they  may  not  l>la\'." 

If  the  maxim  propinmded  by  the  great 
I'Vench  philosopher  as  to  "the  nations  that  ha\  e 
no  history"  can  be  applied  to  churches,  tlie 
twenty  years  ])astorate  of  the  Re\c>rend  iCpli- 
r^im  Woodbridge  was  doubtless  a  hajjpy  one, 
as  no  records  of  it  are  known  to  exist.  The 
occasional  reference  to  hint  in  the  civil  records 
touch  mostly  upon  the  \ery  worldly  matters 
of  life,  and  as  such  are  not  of  material  inter- 
est. He  seems  to  ha\e  been  poi)ular  always, 
tolerant  at  a  time  when  intolerance  ^vas  the 
rule  with  the  .Stainling  Order  to  which  he  be 
longed,  in"  short,,  a  worthy  represenlati\ e  of 
a  class  wdiich  has  been  denominated  "the  moral 
and  religions  aristocrac\-  of  the  town."  V w- 
like  his  successor  he  was  untioubled  bv  scru- 
ples concerning  the  ministt'r's  lales,  nor  was 
he  hesitant  in  his  recpiisitions  for  what  at  this 


day  would  be  accounted  unwarrantable  favors. 
The  house  to  which  he  con\'e}ed  his  bride, 
in  which  his  six  children  were  born,  and  in 
which  in  the  prime  of  his  )  cars  he  died,  was 
ctjnstructed  by  him  of  materials  more  enduring 
than  those  of  the  Sa\ br^iok  I'latform,  to  whose 
harsh  provisions  Ik-  is  l)elieved  to  ha\e  accord- 
ed bnt  a  tacit  assent. 

After  his  death  in  1725,  the  house  became 
the  property  of  his  successor  in  the  minis- 
terial (_)tilice,  the  Reverend  J(jhn  CJwen  who  was 
like  himself  a  llarsard  graduate;  a  character 
beloved  of  all,  wIkjsc  epitaph,  "(lod's  faithful 
seer"  seems  to  have  been  but  a  just  recogni- 
tion of  the  merits  of  an  unusually  worth)'  man. 
.Mr.  (  )vven  was  ordained  in  1727  and  died  in 
1753.  The  Re\erend  Jonathan  I'.arber  the 
third  and  last  minister  at  ("enter  (iroton  be- 
came its  purchaser  in  I7()J,  four  years  after 
his  ordination.  A  ^"ale  graduate,  a  man  not 
on!)-  of  liberal  education  but  of  liberal  ten- 
dencies as  well,  widel)'  known  in  the  land  as 
missi(,)nary  and  reformer,  and  the  close  friend 
and  ally  of  W'hitetield,  the  traditions  of  mcn^e 
than  hall  a  centur\  were  jiropcrh'  sustained 
when  he  look  up  his  abode  under  its  generous 
roof  tree. 

W'hitefield  visited  the  ])lace  in  the  summer 
of  I7'>3,  and  the  s|)acioUs  grounds  of  the  ])ar- 
sonage  were  thronged  b)'  a  congregation  which 
no  church  in  the  coldU)-  could  have  accom- 
modated, who  came  ti"om  far  ami  near  to  listen 
to  the  greatest  pidpit  orator  of  the  cenlnrv.  Mr. 
liarber  was,  in  the  melancholv  words  of  the 
church  records,  "takt'n  from  his  usefulness"  in 
I7<')5,  but  dwelt  under  its  I'oof  luUil  his  death 
in  J7S3,  and  it  I'emained  in  possession  of  his 
descendants  for  nearl)  half  a  centur\'  longer. 
.\  parsonage  for  over  si\i\-  years,  it  has  since 
been  by  turns  inn  ami  farm  hmise,  and  in  the 
third  century  of  its  usefulness  it  serves  in  the 
latter  capacity  to  day,  a  \  isible  link  between 
the  old  limes  and  the  new. 

<  ii'oton  lu'came  an  indept'iideul  towushii)  in 
the  )ear  1705,  and  the  fu  >i  town  meeting  w.i> 
lu'ld  at  the  center  in  I  )eeember  of  lli,u  \  ear. 
l  )n  .Ma)  _'Slh.  170I),  at  .1  similar  galhi'iing  the 
crude  tonndaliolis  of  ,111  educational  s\stem 
were   laid   b)'   the   appomlment    of    .Mr.  johu 
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luirnanl  to  be  "ttnvii  sclu lolmaster."  A  tract 
el  ten  acres  i_if  land  "ik irlli wartl  of  the  Aleet- 
iiii;'  House"  was  (ordered  to  he  laid  out  lor 
sclutol  purposes,  and  a  "conxenient  dwelling; 
house  sixteen  feet  scjuare  '  to  he  built  thereon  ; 
'"the  house  am!  land  to  be  the  town's,  the  ben- 
efit to  lie  ft)r  the  scho(d."  Subsidies  might  be, 
and  W'Cre  freely  \-oled  to  clerL^ynien,  but  not  to 
schoolmasters.  (Jn  the  iiih  da\'  of  Septem- 
ber followinj^-,  as  the  result  of  a  deal  with  the 
ubiquitous  Thomas  Dunbar,  the  \'ote  was  re- 
scinded and  ten  acres  ".south  of  the  Meeting 
House"  substituted.  Yet  the  traditions  are  to 
the  effect  that  the  house  and  lot  soon  after 
occupied  and  imi)roved  by  .Mr.  ISarnard,  as 
well  as  the  school  house  later  erected,  were 
located  in  accordance  with  the  original  vote. 


sciiooi.no'isi': 

and  so  far  as  the  school  house  is  concerned 
the  tradition  is  certaiidy  correct. 

The  school  master  ser\ed  the  town  in  a 
peri])atetic  capacity,  for  as  then  constituted 
it  covered  an  area  of  more  th;in  sex  enty  scpiare 
nnles,  and  to  build  a  sclioolhouse  in  each  of 
tlie  five  sections  into  whi(  h  it  was  divided  for 
educational  purposes  wnuld  ha\e  been  an  lui- 
heard  of  e.xtravaganee.  The  sessions  in  the 
central  section  were  held  either  at  "the  con- 
venient dwelling  si.xteen  feet  S'.piare"  or  at 
the  Meeting  House  for  a  lime,  and  the  o1,^m-s 
at  the  houses  of  well  to  do  cili/ens  elsewhere, 
a  six  months  session  being  in  turn  allotted  to 
eacli  locality.  Air.  llarnaul  retained  his  |)osi- 
tion  until  1712,  when  hi.s  n.ime  disa])pears  from 
the  records.  I.illle  is  known  of  him,  but  he 
vvas  probabh-  a  descendaiU  of  the  Harnards  of 
Andover,  and  it   is  a   fair  inference   that  (he 


minister  was  his  friend  and  sjionsor.  Durinj^ 
his  incumbency  "Mistress  l^arnard"  swept  the 
Meeting  House  and  kept  the  key,  receiving  for 
her  .ser\'ices  the  sum  of  20  shillings  per  annum. 

Jt  is  ditficult  to  estimate  even  apijroxinuitely 
the  compensati(jn  recei\ed  by  this  educational 
|)ioneer  for  his  wear}'  round  of  ser\ices,  but 
it  was  undoubtedly  a  meager  one,  in  keeping 
with  the  times.  A  comparison  with  the  liberal 
allowances  made  to  the  minister  is  naturally 
suggested,  but  we  forbear. 

The  date  of  the  erection  of  the  first  school- 
liouse  which  was  situated  a  short  distance 
to  the  north  of  the  Meeting  House  is  uncer- 
tain, as  is  that  of  its  demolition.  It  lasted 
however  till  the  l)eginning"  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  The  last  to  teach  within  its  walls 
was  the  grandfather  of  the  writer,  who  dis- 
missed his  class  rather  abrujitly  one  morning, 
when  he  found  that  tlie  big  stone  chimney  had 
colla]:)sed  during  the  night,  completely  wreck- 
ing the  ah"eady  dilai)iilaled  building.  So  far 
as  known  there  is  no  rel(.'rence  in  the  records 
to  the  construction  ot  its  successor,  which 
was  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  gentle  eminence 
known  as  Schoolluiuse  Hill  on  the  west.  It  did 
dutv  for  at  least  three  ([uarters  of  a  centur}', 
and  as  late  as  iSjo  the  attendance  there  was 
as  great  as  in  any  district  in  town.  .\  new  and 
modern  building  |)laced  near  the  chapel  at  the 
east,  succeeded  it  in  uSS^,  but  the  old  one. 
converted  into  a  dwelling,  still  snr\  ives. 

Save  in  the  |)eriods  of  excitement  which 
slirred  the  religious  field,  the  histmy  of  t  enter 
(  iroton  li'om  its  settlement  dow  n  lo  the  Rev- 
olution ei)och  is  an  une\entlul  one.  .\nother 
pen  not  less  S)in|)atliet ic  than  ours  has  else- 
where traced  the  rise  and  i)rogress  of  the  mo\'e- 
ment  teiuling  to  church  reform,  which  was  be- 
g,un  in  1705.  by  the  Re\erend  N'alentine 
W'ighlman,  and  we  jiass  on  with  the  remark 
that  the  leaven  of  religious  liberty  was  so  thor- 
I  ughh'  disseminaled  by  the  great  evangelist 
when,  long  after,  the  new  constitution 
of  t 'onnecl icut,  w  hich  fornudly  div  orced 
church  and  state,  and  buried  oul  of  sight  an 
.■din'ad\'  defunct  svsleni  of  |iarish  despotism, 
was  submitted  to  the  i)eople,  (irolon  cast  a 
unanimous  vote  in  ils  favor.    IM  the  nhiuuite 
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cfTcct  of  the  movement  on  the  fortunes  of  the 
village  we  have  si)c)ken  in  mir  introckiction. 

The  (hvision  of  the  town,  in  1725,  into  two 
ecclesiastical  societies,  the  northern  one  corre- 
s|)OM(Iin<^'  to  the  present  town  ol  Ledyard  was 
another  blow  at  its  prestige  as  a  town  center. 
In  the  tempestumis  re\'i\al  jjeriod,  historically 
known  as  the  (ireat  A wakLMiiiiL;,  and  continued 
in  an  intermittent  \va)'  from  1741  to  1744,  the 
two  great  leaders  of  the  mo\ement  Parsons 
and  Davenport,  ])reacluHl  there  to  ojien  air  con- 
^Tcgations  j^reat  in  nund)er.'>,  considering'  the 
widely  distributed  i)opulation  from  which  they 
were  drawn. 

Between  1720  and  1740  there  was  brisk  land 
trading"  in  which  the  Ax  ery  family,  moving  up 
from  the  lower  I'oquonnock  valley  along'  the 
(ireat  Jirook  un  the  west,  and  the  Smiths  from 
the  eastern  shore  of  l\Kjuonnock  l.ake,  large- 
Iv  participated.  C'ons])icuous  in  these  deals 
were  Thomas  Dunbar  and  Samuel  Cunning- 
hani  who  were  among  the  earliest  residents 
in  the  place.  Samuel  Daboll  frtmi  East  Hamp- 
ton, Long'  Island,  became  a  resident  in  1715. 
Joseph  Belton  came  from  \'ewi)ort  about  1725 
and  coniniencecl  buying  upon  a  liberal  scale, 
establishing  his  home  near  the  foot  of  Candle- 
wood  Hill  on  the  northern  side  of  the  post 
road.  Scarcely  a  trace  of  its  site  now  remains. 
Later  his  son,  Jonas  liellon,  erected  the  Lelton 
Tavern  in  the  clearing  a  half  mile  west  of  the 
corners,  a  building'  which  was  one  of  the  land 
marks  of  the  region  for  generations,  and  finally 
perished  bv  the  torch  of  an  incendiar}'  in 
1852. 

Houses,  mostly  of  small  dimensions,  arose 
every  hand  in  the  suburbs,  of  which  none 
are  left  and  the  names  of  the  occupants  even 
are  no  longer  familiar.  At  the  time  of  great- 
est expansion  the  smoke  of  nearly  a  dozen 
diimneys  ascended  from  as  many  clearings 
amid  the  woods  of  C'andlewdod  Hill.  The  for- 
est has  for  the  most  ]iart  I'eclaimed  its  J\\'n, 
and  even*  the  deer  has  relumed  to  browse  by 
the  spring's  whose  once  generous  Ihiw  was  the 
prime  attraction  to  the  slnrd\  pioneer. 

The  Meeting  Hou>e  ceased  to  be  used  for 
church  purposes  in  the  year  1  70S.  It  was  taken 
down  at  the  beginning  of  ilie  Rexobilion,  and 


a  few  of  its  interior  panels  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  dwelling  of  Charles  Smith, 
now  the  Daboll  homestead,  are  all  that  remain 
of  it  to-day.  \\  ith  the  exception  of  the  vener- 
al^e  parsfjnage,  whose  history  we  have  al- 
ready traced,  the  latter  is  now  the  oldest  house 
in  the  place.  It  was  i)urchased  in  1805  by 
"Master  .\athan"  Daboll  of  Sergeant  kufus 
.\very  of  h'ort  Griswold  fame,  and  is  a  house 
of  niany  memories. 

"IMaster  Daboll"  whose  name  is  linked  in 
the  educational  annals  of  the  country  with 
those  of  Noah  Webster  and  Lindley  IMurray, 
was  born  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  north 
and  had  received  a  ])art  of  his  earl}'  education 
;it  the  hands  of  the  Rev  erend  Jonathan  Barber, 
Init  in  the  mathematical  field  in  which  his  rep- 
utation was  acquired,  was  a  self  taught  man. 
He  was  fifty-five  years  of  age  when  he  settled 
down  in  the  home  which  was  to  shelter  him  in 
his  later  blindness,  but  his  famous  Navigation 
School  was  continued  under  its  roof  by  himself 
and  his  son  Nathan,  and  in  an  intermittent 
fashion  by  his  grandson  also.  The  Alnianac 
issues,  begun  by  him  in  177,^,  have  regularly 
gone  forth  from  its  office  now  for  t)ne  hundred 
and  four  years.  t)f  other  associations  we  may 
later  speak. 

The  opening;  of  the  Revolutionary  period 
found  the  place  shorn  of  the  most  of  the  promi- 
nence thrust  upon  it  at  the  begimiing'.  F,qui- 
dislant  between  the  church  departed  on  the 
west,  and  the  already  \  eneral)le  r>ai)tist  Meet- 
ing' ll(_)use  on  the  east,  it  was  an  ecclesiastical 
center  no  longer.  Xor  was  it  a  ]")olitical  center 
unless  the  occasional  meetings  of  the  town 
lathers  at  Ikdton's  tavern  had  served  to  keep 
it-^  title  clear.  The  town  had  been  fornialK' 
divitled  into  school  districts  in  1770,  of  which 
ii  was  the  first  in  uund)er.  In  i)oint  of  attend- 
ance it  was  also  the  tirsl,  but  there  was  no  edu- 
cational center  n(iw.  It  was,  in  ap])earance,  as 
:t  always  has  jjcen,  a  straggling  village,  but  the 
nian\  suburban  homes  of  which  we  ha\e 
spoken  |)robablv  swelled  its  population  to  a 
mnnber  greati)'  in  excels  of  the  pri'senl  one. 

\'o  |)ost  office  was  established  an\ where  in 
llie  (own  until  the  year  1S12.  ( 'orres])ondence 
was  a  luxury  indulgt'd  in  bv  few.     The  jxist- 
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r.iaii  rude,  und  llic  Ininherin;^-  stai^cs  jolted  at 
lont;'  intervals  over  what  was  nnw  the  KinL;'s 
llij^hway,  and  tired  tra\ellers  refreshed  them- 
selves at  the  ta\'ern  where  "News  nnich  older 
than  the  ale  w  ent  r(  mnd.  " 

Some  of  the  yonni^  men  were  earlv  at  the 
front  in  the  battle  fur  liheitv.  one  or  two  of 
them  to  remain  there  nnul  the  last  was 
lired,  hut  it  was  not  till  ncai'  llu'  end  of  the 
strife  that  its  hlooiK'  sprax  was  dashed  into 
the  X'cry  midst  of  the  liamK'l.  In  the  battle 
anil  massaere  at  I'ort  (iriswold  on  the  sixth 
of  Se|)tend)er,  1781,  the  tow  n  ot  ( n'oton  lost 
more  of  her  sons  in  one  da\'  than  in  all  the 
other  years  of  the  war  i)nt  toi^cther;  and  to 
tlie  list  of  \detims  C  enter  l  irotoii  contributed 
her  full  share,  nf  se\en  persons  who  an- 
swered to  the  alarm  i;uns  on  I  hat  I'ateftd  morn- 
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in<4",  but  one  escaped  unhnrt,  and  that  one  was 
carried  away  to  face  the  dampers  of  disease  and 
starvation  on  a  prison  shi])  at  Xew  \'ork. 

Idle  oldest  \'ictinr  of  the  bntchery,  James 
Comstock,  se\'enty-li \e  \eai">  ol  a;;e,  was  a 
visitor  at  the  home  of  his  son-in-law,  X'athan- 
iel  Adams,  Jr.,  at  the  foot  of  (  andlewood  Mill. 
The  two  went  forth  toL;ctlier.  died  together, 
and  in  the  ))ilter  chaos  which  foUowed  were 
buried  in  a  common  j;ra\e  upon  the  tai'tli^' 
side  of  the  •Thames.  The  lanit'l-,  bi'loii^in^  to 
the  youns^er  of  the  two  ha\(.'  been  for  ^^eiiera- 
tions  mistakenly  laid  upon  the  i.,Ma\e  of  X'a- 
thaniel  .\danrs,  Senior,  who  took  110  |)arl  in 
the  battle,  and  who  was  biuied  years  aller- 
wards  amouij  the  ( innL;  v  w  ami)  hills. 


L\)rp(jral  h'dward  ]\lills  answered  the  sum- 
mons from  what  is  now  known  as  the  "Urowu 
i  arm"  in  the  wood^  beN  tuid  the  ( ireat  lli'ook' 
uortliwest  of  lUdton's  tax  ern.  Ilrax  e  .\ima 
Warner,  his  foster  dau.L^litei',  (the  Mother 
liailey  of  later  story),  hm"ryin^"  to  the  fort  the 
next  morniuL;,  found  him  still  ]i\-m^.  and  re- 
InrniiiL;  to  their  stricken  Iniuie,  bi'ouL;ht  his 
wife  to  his  side  to  see  him  die.  I'eter  .\\'ery, 
a,i;ed  sexenteen,  sallied  forth  trom  Helton's 
tax  ern,  |)robal)l\'  accompanx  in,L;'  Lieutenant 
I'arke  .Xxerx',  Jr.,  xvho  took'  with  him  aKo  his 
son,  dhonias,  another  btix  ot  sexenleen  trom 
their  home  at  1  hmbar's  .Mill  011  (ileal  lirook 
at  the  west,  d  he  s<in  early  in  the  action  xvas 
slain  at  his  father's  side^  the  lieulenanl  horri- ■ 
Illy  inan.L;led  and  disli,L;nred  by  I'.riti^h  bayo- 
nets, surx  ix  ed  his  wumids  lor  lortx  years  to  die 
linallx'  in  the  oii^inai  .\xer_x  home  on  I'ocpion- 
nock  I'lains.  I  he  box  I'eter,  taken  prisoner  re- 
turned from  the  hell  o|  the  jn■i-^on  ship,  lixed 
Ioul;  at  the  Helton  ]ilace  an  actixe  larmer  and 
trader,  and  ended  his  days  111  1S13  in  the  tam- 
oiis  old  house  east  of  ( 'aiidlexx  ( )od  llill  Ioul; 
knoxxn  as  tin.'  "Ilarrx  .Xiles  i'axi'rn"  and  cele- 
brated as  the  scene  of  later  "training;'  and 
I  larbecue. 

biliu  i)aboll,  Jr,  (whose  name  is  more  or 
less  confonnded  \xilh  that  of  another  John,  a 
brother  of  Master  .Xathaii,  xxho  serxed  in  the 
(  ontineiital  armx  trom  17711  until  it  was  linal- 
lx disbanded),  resided  a  lexx  hundred  yards 
xxest  of  the  tireat  lirook.  W Uunded  in  the  bat- 
tle he  xxas  saxed  from  ileath  in  the  massacre 
lhron,^h  the  humane  interxention  ol  a  l!ritish 
of'ticer  whom  he  xvas  wont  to  describe  in  his 
old  aL;e  as  "The  handsomest  man  I  exer  saw." 
"Scpiire  john  "  xxas  a  familiar  tii;ure  in  church 
and  town  allairs  lor  loriy-lonr  xears  after- 
x\  ards. 

(  )nr  sketch,  alreadx'  too  extended,  must  has- 
ten to  its  closi-.  i'loin  tlu'  l\exolution  down  to 
llie  i)resent,  occasional  h.ippeuin^s,  not  at  all 
exeitliiL;  in  their  character,  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  ami.ilisi.  I'lic  principal,  and  for  a 
time  (he  oulx  phxsiciau  oi  ,mix  note  in  the 
|i:\xn,  m.ade  I'enier  (iiiiliui  liis  home  e.irly  m 
llie  uineleenth  ceiittii  x.  .iml  the  hoiisc  built  by 
him  at  the  innctiini  o|  the  l.i.-dxaid  and  tilde's 
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Kerry  roads  is  still  one  of  iis  landmarks, 
lhou,i;ll  no  one  of  his  name  ha-,  dwell  in  it  for 
more  than  half  a  ccnlmy.  Dr.  John  (.)\ven 
Miner,  grandson  of  the  .  John  (  )\vcn  of  be- 
loved nicnior}',  was  a  well  known  tii^nre  in  his 
(lay  and  generation. 

Alxnit  the  heginning  of  the  eeiilnry  the 
Ifak'V  honieslead  at  the  corners  was  hnilt  by 
Russell  Smith.  It  was  long  an  inn  before  it 
was  ])urchased  by  the  lion,  kbsha  1  laley,  an- 
other prominent  citi/en,  who  was  both  i>oli- 
ticiaii  and  man  of  alt  airs  lor  fort  \  odd  years. 

"Master  .Xathan"  habojl  died  at  the  home- 
stead in  1818.  I  hree  _\  ears  later  his  son  \a- 
tlian,  who  was  all  his  lile  a  man  of  atl-airs.  was 
elected  town  clerk  of  (iroton.  b'rom  1821  to 
1837,  the  town  records  were  kei)t  in  his  office 
and  from  1831)  to  1843  the  probate  records  as 
well,  during  his  incund)eiic\  ,  lirst  as  clerk  and 
loter  as  jndge.  lie  also  ser\ed  in  both 
branches  of  the  legislalnre  as  did  his  son, 
David  A.  lJal>oll  of  honored  menior}-.  "S(|nire 
Xathan"  died  in  the  old  homestead  in  18(13, 
and  his  son  in  1895. 

h'or  a  time  the  lo>t  |)reslige  of  C  enter  (iro- 
lon  as  a  ])olilical  center  seemed  likely  to  be 
renewed,  llul  an  altem])l  in  183!)  to  secure  il 
through  the  erection  of  a  town  honse  near  the 
site  of  the  meeting  house  of  colonial  da\s, 
was  unsuccessful,  and  the  setting  oil  of  the 
Second  Society  as  the  town  of  I.edyard  in  the 
same  year  left  it  no  longer  e\en  a  geographi- 
cal center,  'idiis  was  three  year.s  after  il  had 
received  its  belated  christening  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  its  i)osl  oftice  on  the  ihiitielh  ol 
January,  1833,  with  (lilberl  .\.  Smith  as  its 
first  ])ostmaster. 

Incidentally  we  remark  thai  the  |)ost  otfiee 
l!OW  known  as  roipionnock  Ibidge,  dating 
from    1841,    was    first    called    'd'cipiol,"  and 
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changed  its  title  only  after  the  elder  Poquon- 
liock  had  had  a  do/en  years  in  which  to  get 
accustomed  to  the  modern  name,  which  for 
Convenience  we  ha\e  applied  to  it  from  the 
beginning  of  this  narrative. 

The  oi)cning  of  the  l'ro\idence  and  New 
l.ondon  turn]Mke,  begun  in  18 iS,  made  Center 
(iroton  a  way  station  upon  a  busy  stage  thor- 
oughfare, and  the  building  in  the  same  year  t)f 
the  tirst  woolen  mill  in  the  town  on  the  site  of 
1  )unbar's  Mill,  by  the  coriioralion  known  a^ 
the  Groton  Manufaclnring  Co.,  attracted  iiu- 
ivierous  oi)erati\es.  who  recruited  its  dwin- 
dling suburban  i)opulatit.)n  and  revived  to 
some  extent  its  waning  trade.  1  he  mill  did 
a  lhri\ ing  business  for  many  years,  but  shut 
down  in  the  aftermath  of  the  panic  of  1837,  and 
was  destroyed  by  lire  a  lew  months  later. 

The  post  t)iTice,  after  nearl\-  sexenty  years 
of  N'arying  acti\it\',  was  linally  discontinued 
on  the  tirst  day  of  .\o\ember,  k^oj.  Two  in- 
tersecting rural  free  delixery  routes  ser\e  to 
keep  the  inhabitants  of  the  \illage  in  touch 
with  the  outside  world.  The  tele])hoiu'  like- 
wise cheers  its  solilmle,  but  the  trolley  ha^ 
passed  it  l)y.  I  he  state  is  doing  its  be.st  lor 
it  by  making  of  tin-  long  defunct  turnpike, 
whose  traftic  was  diverteil  b_\  railroad  and 
steamboat  more  than  liftv  years  <igo,  a  liner 
highwa}  than  the  original  projectors  ever 
dreamed  of.  Its  neat  and  conmiodions  chapel 
suggests  that  the  spiritual  interests  in  who>e 
behalf  it  was  foun<lcd  o\er  two  hundred  _\ears 
;igo,  are  in  nowise  neglected.  Il  is  not,  like 
the  ".Sweet  .Auburn'  of  (  loldsmilh's  melodious 
nund)ers,  a  "Deserted  \  illage  ;"  but  one  of 
similar  memories,  born  u])on  ihe  ihieshold  ol 
a  \  auishing  eia  ;  w  hich  lo|-  cibx  ions  reasons 
b;is  been  unable  lo  keep  jiace  wilh  an  e\er 
hurrying  i)rocession.      ,  .    >   ,  , 
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Poquonnoc  Bridge 


By  MRS.  CYRUS  AVERY  and  REV.  O.  G.  BUDDINGTON 


I  1  1*.  \illa,nc  111  I 'ni  |ui  111  IK  ick  Uridine 
is  \'cr\  |)lcasaiitl\'  siUialeil  in  the 
siiiitlici"!!  part  (il  ihr  tnwii  nl  <  im- 
lon,  almiit  I  w  1 1  miles  east  of  the 
(irdtoii  ami  New  Lumlnu  len_\',  at 
the  lieail  nl  the  rixcr  heariiiL;  its  name.  The 
riv  er  Cdiiiiecls  il  w  ith  the  w  aters  1 1| .  h  isher's 
Island  Sound,  ahoiil  Iwn  miles  distant,  d'liis 
stream  with  its  nalnral  lieaiil\,  .iiid  with  its 
laeilit\'  lor  transpoi  lal  ion,  makes  a  most  cle- 
sirahle  loeation  for  tiie  \  iila^e.  .\dded  to  this 
the  (iroton  and  SlonuiL^toii  l'rolle_\-  I'o.'s  line 
rnnniii!.;'  direelK'  ihrons^li  the  ^  illa.ne,  and  the 
slatii)ii  of  the  .\e\v  \'ork,  New  lla\en  i!v  llart- 
lord  railroad  lea\  e  nolhim'  more  to  he  desired 
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fur  transportation  facilities:  The  popiihition 
consists  of  ahont  one  hundred  lamilies,  for  the 
most  part  consistini;'  of  resident,  l^i^lish 
speaking'  people,  there  bein^  hut  an  e.xceedint;- 
ly  small  i)er  cent  of  foreign  element,  olterinL; 
a  most  fa\'oral)le  contrast  to  ilu-  modern  iX'eu^ 
h^n^land  x  illas^e. 

.\s  far  as  can  he  ascertained  the  first  settlers 
ii;  what  is  now  the  villaL;e  of  I'ocpionnock 
came  from  Xew  London  in  ihe  \ear  ahoni 
'''5--.S3-  Ahoul  lliis  lime  Mi.  laiiies  .Mori;an 
occupied  a  j^raiU  of  land  and  luiill  a  house 


on  a  site  near  the  \  illai^e  and  near  a  house 
huilt  later  wdiich  has  successi\el\  i)asse(l 
throu,i.^h  si.x  L;eneralioiis  of  lames  .\lorL;"ans. 
.\hoiit  the  same  dale  Xeheiiiiah  .Smith  came 
li'om  Xew  London,  and  Iniilt  on  what  is  now 
known  as  the  Smith  homestead,  near  Smith's 
lake.  This  liousc  was  destroyed  In  lire  diir- 
iii.i;  the  Kevcdulionary  war,  and  a  ^real  .grand- 
son at  a  later  dale  Iniill  o\ er  the  cellar  of  the 
loniier  Imildini;,  and  this  Inuise  is  slandiiiL;  al 
the  present  time  and  is  occupied  1)_\  descend- 
anls  of  the  family.  Smith's  Lake,  and  Smith's 
cunelery  are  familiar  sites  and  dale  hack  to 
those  da_vs  oi  loni.^'  a!_;"o. 

y\l)out  the  same  dale  of  i''i5_>-53  James  .\\ery 
was  i^ranled  land  situated  w  est  of  die  \  illai;e 
and  huilt  wliat  has  heen  known  as  '■  The  llive 
of  'Idle  Averys."  The  central  iioilioii  of  the 
!ii>use  with  later  additions  stood  for  aho\e  250 
}  ears,  heinj;'  destroyed  ])\-  hre  July  30tli,  iS<j4. 
This  intcrestins.;'  huildiiii;  was  a  land  mark  for 
.generations,  and  its  accidental  destruction  was 
.greatly  and  j^enerally  re.i.;ret ted.  ddie  beauti- 
ful Avery  Memorial  I 'ark  and  shaft  now  mark 
the  site  of  the  ancient  ImildiiiL;'.  These  early 
settlers  were  men  of  slerlinj;"  character,  and 
occui)ieil  prominent  |)laces  in  ^liapin.i;  local  and 
colonial  affairs  not  on]\  in  llieir  own  locali- 
ties bill  in  the  c<jlonies  as  wtdl. 

harmin.!^',  railroadin.L;,  and  sea  food  j)roduc- 
tion,  are  anionj.;'  the  leading  iiidusti  ies.  Many 
l::r.L;e  and  leiiile  farms  are  lound  in  the  out- 
Liii.H  dislriels.  whoso  owners  iiiaiiilain  them 
in  liii;li  eflicit'nc\-  lhroiiL;li  modern  and  up  to 
date  methods.  I'robalily,  what  is  known  as 
the  (  ianlner  larm  l\  ini_;  aloni;  the  east  bank  ol 
ihe  ri\t'i"  e.\1  eiidiii.L;  Iroiii  ils  Inad  to  llu'  s.imid. 
is  llie  lar.L^esl  in  the  coiinl\,  if  not  in  llu'  si.ite. 

K'ailidadiiiL;  is  a  iiioi\'  lei-enl  iiidii'-lr\,  lia\'- 
im;  been  iiilrodiiced  willi  kuallii;..;  llie  exU'ii- 
si\  e  fi  eii^ht  \  aids  of  the     Xew     \'ork,  .Xew 
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Haven  and  Ilartfnnl  railroail  about  the  station 
which  has  been  changed  from  I'lKjiiomuick  tu 
Midway  as  it  is  about  halt  way  between  Xew 
Yurk  and  Boston,  lu  achbtiou  tu  the  freight 
yards,  the  erection  of  a  round  house,  coal 
(»ici<et,  ice  house,  and  liolel  has  fnrniMiod 
crnpioynient  for  hninb'eds  df  uuii  nian\-  of 
whom  make  their  lioiiies  \\\  the  \  illaL;e. 

I'Vom  time  ininieiuorial  l'o(|nounock  river 
and  tiic  adjacent  waters  tjf  the  sound  ha\  e  been 
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reaches  back  to  its  earhest  settlement.  Here 
l^lder  I'ark  Avery  establi.shed  a  "Xew  I.ii;ht 
Congregational  Church  '  in  the  da)  s  of  W'hite- 
lield  and  his  zealous  coadjutors.  ("he  church 
decrfned  as  he  i^rew  old,  l)ut  reliL;ious  efforts 
were  continued. 

.\lter  a  time  a  Snnila\-  school  was  estab- 
li.shed and  maintaini'd  which  has  continued  to 
this  da)'.  The  church  which  ijrew  out  of  the 
!"'unday  school   was  couslituted  .VuL^ust  iHth, 
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noted  for  their  abnmlant  supjdy  of  sea  lood, 
Ijotii  scale  and  crustacean.  I  liis  ha.s  furnished 
i'Ccui)ation  for  inan_\  ,  and  uuMubt  rs  of  certain 
families  has'e  followed  it  through  snccessi\e 
generations  until  the  highest  skill  and  success 
lias  been  attained.  <  )f  more  n-cenl  dale  the 
culture  of  o)'stersdias  been  iulioduced  by  ])ii- 
vate  enter])risc  through  (he  hiving  oul  and 
slocking  of  beds  in  ihe  river. 

The  hislorv'  of  roiiuonuoik  llridge  r>a|)lis( 
Clinreh  as  sucdi  liegius  with  llie  \  eai'  iS.S'i,  bul 
the  history  id'  the  (  hrisliau  wmk  on  this  lield 
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1X50,  with  t\veuty-h\e  mendiers.  l\e\'.  .S.  1',. 
r.aik'}'  was  the  liist  pastor,  ami  contiuued  wilii 
ihem  about  eighteen  months,  'idle  next  was 
ke\'.  (  ieorge  .Mi.xler  f<i]lo\ved  b\  l\e\  s.  .\lfred 
(  iales  and  John   V..  Wood  who  raised  a  com- 

^]ian\'  of  \(dunU'i'rs  and  went  wilh  llu'm  to  llu- 
»^  ar.  \'e.\t  couies  l\e\ .  I'homas  Mowllug  fol- 
lowed by  l\e\s.  I'urlis  keeni'y  ami  William 
.\.  Sndlh. 

dduiingh  ihe  earuest  faithful  w  1  nk  id"  mcm- 
bris,  wilii  ihe  Fulp  ^  <\  iiul->uh'  fiunds,  tin' 
uioiiey  was  raised  lor  a  new  and  larger  church 
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edifice,  dedicated  Xovemljer  8th,   1871,  with  The  church  lias  a  liandsome  Avery  menio- 

Kev.  r.ouis  Sands  as  paMnr.    lie  was  Micceed-  rial  window  presented  l>y  Jeremiah  Harris  of 

ed  l)y  Klders  William  A.  Smith.  Sk-plien  Per-  (iroton,  whose  mother  was  Alary  Averv  1  tar- 

kms,  K.  C".  Miller,  lieor-e  W  .  I'endlelon,  C.  \\.  ..ris.    The  fiftieth  auuiversarv  of  the  oruani/a- 
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Tnllar,  X.  T.  Allen,  and  II.  Cooper.  I\e\'.  tmn  of  the  eliurch  wa--  appropriate! \'  ee!e])rat- 
(  >.  (1.   r.nddiii^tnn  the  pre>ent  |)a>tor  was  a     k1  August  lolh,  lo  i'i. 

(iroton  hoy,  a  uradnaie  ol  the  .Mystic  X'alley  The  |)resent  nninlierdf  iiiemhers  is  122.  The 
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Institute  in  1S7-,  Me  supplied  the  ehnreli  DlVners  are  as  tnllnws:  i  !eik,  1  );iiMel  \liirL;an: 
from  11)04  to  1007.  when  he  ;iceepli'd  ,i  call  lo  ileacons,  t  ynis  \\er\.  W  dli.ini  1.  Ilnrniws. 
the  pastorate.  t.  harles  I'.  I'almer;  iie.i-^urei,  (  \iu^  \\ei\. 
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A  good  "radcd  scliMdl,  well  filled  with  i)ni)ils,  i.rohale  jnd-e,  seleclnieii,  with  ;i  l;ir<;e  hall 
with  a  huildini;  cenliall\  Inealed  l^  diie  ..f  the  for  i)ul)lie  ineetinL;^,  and  is  tliorout^hly  up  to 
iiuh.si)eiisal)le   aeeesM  n  ie,-.   In   ihe    iiUelleclual     dale  in  ilb  eonstruetion,  and  apixMntnients. 


iile  (if 
,sch()(  il 
tion. 
A  he 


i;k,sii)i;N(  K  (II   ruK  i-ati:  ki.isma  sKAiii  itv  thomas 

Ciilli-il  "nit;h  Kiirk  l'l;u'f"  sitiiatrd        Mm'  luMd  iif  Uu-  Kasli'iii  I'cihit  luucr 

I'DiliiDiuiiic  M  r.  'riiiiiMiis  iiiiicli.iscd  this  1:111(1  ill  USiir.  Ill   I'u  lU  \\  i  II  i;i  in  Avrrv,  lii-iii^ 

llic  sciiilliriii  |iiii  iiciii  III   llii'  1:11111  UiHi\ui  as  •■  Kirch  I'laiijs,"  jiiil  iKiMic-d  il  I  rmii  ific'  lcdf;v 
nil  llic  l  i-r  111   ;;liillllil  al  111!'  liolill  cd'  lili'  Luiii 

■■  ( 111  u  hii  li  II  i^li  liin  k  I  ikr  a  ^'1  iiii  Ki.iiit  stands 
( 'iivi- 1  I'd  u  i  I  li  nil  iss  :i  ml  sra  iiii'd  li\  kI'Ii'  ia  I  s(  :i  I  s, 
As  il  lialli  slnod  iliriiiiyli  :ill  tlir  iViii  ii  nc^  " 
'I'll!'  land  lias  always  lni'ii  n\\  nnl  I  ly  a  di-^niida  iil  nl  ( 'a  |il  a  in  .la  nirs  A \its  .  1  ii  w  Ikiiii  it 
\\  a>  f;  la  n  1  rd  in  lliaj 

the  \illa,L;e.  Ihe  ereelinn  dl  a  new  A  race  track  with  all  necessar\-  accdinpani- 
hdUse  at  |ire^eiu  is  an  agitated  (|ues-     nients  fur  athletic  spdits  and  a  nlle  rani^e  es- 

tahlislied  1)\-  the  stale,  t'dr  the  |iraetice  di  the 
aulitnl  and  C( iinniddidus  town  hall  has     State   niiiitia,  are  ainnii!^   the   nuiiu  ac(|uisi- 


(JltdTdN 

recently  been  erecti'il  at  a  cust  id  alid\'e  .i^_'5,- 
coo,   thrnn.nh   the   L;en(rosi  1  \    id    .\li\  Mditun 
V.  riant,  a  resident  d|'  ilu-  tdwn.     d  his  nia^ 
rificent  hnildini;  cunlaiiis  dllices  lur  tdwn  (derk, 


l\\  N  IIAI.I, 

lldn^,  pdinliiiL;  In  a  ,desiral ili'  and  central  hica- 
lidii,  and  Id  an  e\iensi\i>  diilhiiiL;  ddinaiii,  In' 
lid  llleall^  yet  e\lian--led.  imt  iii\iliiiL;K  dpeii 
li '  I  lit  lire  en  t  (.'i  pi  i-e  and  ,l^i  nu  1  li. 


,■1  (  •.;  .     .  J . 


1(1" 


'(I  I   I. .        I  1  i  -fi  I  '111 ;  '!  ■!  .  n  i,!-    .mI  ;  |, 
I  M      ■•■mi  y.r'.'lni 


HISTORIC  GKOTON 


•li' 


Picturesque  Noank 

By  MARY  E,  BURROWS 


OAXK  lies  on  the  X.  Y.,  N.  H.  & 
II..  railroad,  scxcu  iiiilfs  east  of 
New  LiukIdii,  on  the  jioint  roach- 
ini;  out  to  the  waters  of  Lone;  is- 
land sound,  where  the  .Mystic 
river  empties  intt)  them,  'i  he  scenery  is  some 
of  the  most  picturesque  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 
At  the  south  lies  the  broad  exjjanse  of  l)lue 
water  of  Loni;  Island  soinid,  broken  at  the 
southern  horizon  by  Fisher's  Island  as  a  sky 
line  for  the  immense  ])icture.  Hetween  that 
and  the  main  land  are  driij)])ed  here  and  there 


Noank,  or  "Xaiiyan^,"  has  no  hazy  history, 
but  clear  cut  and  (Klincd  fr(ini  the  day>  of 
1(114,  six  year>  before  llie  landing  of  the  I'il- 
,iL;rims.  'Jliis  was  tlie  summer  campiuL;"  L;roiuid 
where  the  l'et|Uiits  came  frnm  tlieii"  interior 
winter  (piarters  aboxe  .\hslic  and  hort  Mill 
(then  Peipiot  llill).  Their  nets,  made  of  wild 
liemp,  set  across  the  mirth  cu\'e.  Leathered  in 
the  plentiful  supply  of  ii>h,  nr  from  their  ca- 
noes they  si)eared  them,  and  caught  the  other 
!:;ame  of  the  waters.  d1ie  whole  lon^'  summer 
they   ro\ed  independent  and   happv,  ^ori^iu;.;' 


.\o.\NK  (iioNiaiAi.  \ 


smaller  islands  of  xarimis  shai)es  and  lorma- 
tions,  some  like  rouml,  ^reen  dumplinL;s,  some 
of  solid  rock,  barren  bul  ^rand,  and  -^ouu'  with 
rank  ve.^etation  with  dwellinL;  houses  showini, 
their  bright  c(dore(l  loofs  aiiionL;sl  the  \er- 
dure.  The  widened  mouth  of  the  ri\er  forms 
a  brf)a(l,  safe  harbor,  and  with  the  decj)  chan- 
nel makes  X'oank's  shi|)pin^  lacdities  ot  .L;rcat 
\alue.  This  is  the  ".Xauyan;.;"  ol  old  Indian 
('.ays,  meanini;  according  to  I'rol.  l'".no  of  ^  ale, 
"a  point  of  land." 


ihemsehes  with  the  L;ood  things  of  the  salt 
waters  i)ro\  ided  b\'  nature  in  -^ucli  bouiililul 
(|uanlilies.  Then,  w  lu'U  the  autumn  came, 
back  a.L;ain  inl.iiid  where  iheir  corn  h;id  been 
t;rowin,L;  all  this  while,  back  to  iiuMiu'~>s  aL^aiii. 
^ik'c  other  .Miiniiier  Mijiiuiiieis  oi  modeiii  times, 
to  their  idliuL;,  huiitiiiL;,  then'  iut  iiL;iiinL;,  and 
prcwini;  on  ilicir  bioilier  iieiL;libor^.  \iid  Xau 
\ani;  was  left  to  it^  laii  be.iut\,  it-  --tilliiess 
,iml  solitndi',  with  imb  nature's  own  noises. 
The   trees   whispered   sdfiK,   the   sm.dl  i;anie 
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scuttled  here  and  tliere  in  search  of  food  ;  the 
squirrels  chattered  or  scolded  at  each  other 
as  the  case  warranted,  while  they  cunningly 
tucked  their  winter  stores  in  the  trunks  of 
trees  or  the  gn)und.  'The  birds  called  each 
other  together  for  llu-tr  winlfr  luigratic m,  and 
took  their  southward  lligiil,  and  .\'au\ang  was 
so  still,  so  calm,  so  hcautiful,  while  the  ])lue 
waters  of  the  great  ocean  rolled  in  through 
\\'icco])esette  and  broke  with  a  swi^h — >wish 
— lap — lap  on  the  east  ^hore.  And  on  the  west 
shore  of  "the  i)oint  of  land,"  it  gurgled  in  and 
out  among  the  rocks,  then  ran  laughing  out 


come  down  from  I.edyard  with  their  baskets 
lor  sale. 

In  the  lottery,  the  ])oint  where  the  light- 
liouse  stands  was  drawn  by  janiCN  Morgan, 
hence  its  name,  Morgan  I'oinl  light.  The  land 
where  the  little  old  liou>e  ^tands,  the  home  of 
Rev.  A.  j.  I'olter,  and  owned  by  his  grand- 
father, Thomas  Toller,  in  Revolutionary  time>, 
was  drawn  b\'  |ohn  1  )a\ie  tirst  town  clerk  of 
(Iroton,  who  afterwards  succeeded  to  his  ti- 
tle, Sir  iohn  l)a\ie,  and  returned  to  k'ngland 
ti   lu>  title  and  estates. 

As  the  arri\  al  b\'  water  is  much  more  bcau- 
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again  to  the  cove,  and  found  its  way  to  the 
sound,  .\an\  ang,  e\er  beaut  ifid,  wliether  in 
the  year  1O14  or  .\dank  of  the  Kjotjs. 

After  the  raid  of  John  .Mason  on  the  I'e- 
(|ut)ts,  and  their  di^])er>ion,  some  of  them 
finally  wandered  back  to  .Xanyang,  where 
they  settled  with  "(  assasimamou"  as  their 
chief,  uiUil  id' 17.  ulun  they  uei'e  ^enl  to  a 
reservation  in  ihe  town  of  I.edyard.  The  land, 
in  1712,  was  drawn  b\-  the  whiles  by  lottery, 
allowed  and  sanctioned  by  the  llarltord  as- 
sembly. The  Indians  wvw  granted  the  light 
of  hunting  and  tishing  at  Xanyang  as  belore, 
and  as  lale  as  i!^57  would  make  snmmei  camp 
there  for  a  short  lime,  and  in  the  eari\  'los 


tiful  th.'in  the  ])rosaic  \va\'  by  railroad  or  by 
li'ollew  let  us  him  llie  sail,  put  up  the  tiller, 
and  round  lighthouse  jioml,  llu'  exiremity  ot 
"the  point  of  land,'  and  lake  a  general  \  iew 
ol  the  coa^t  line  of  the  tow  n,  which  i>  Imill  on 
both  sides  of  a  hdly  ridL;e  nnmiuL;  norihwaril 
about  one  mile.  I  he  sliori.'  liin'  luiiushes  llie 
lu'st  \  iew  ol  tlu'  indn>lrii's  o|  tlu'  |ilace,  so  we 
will  .sad  to  the  norih  d(ick  and  beL;in  oiu'  ob- 
S(.r\alions  Irom  iIumi'.  As  w  t'  swing  '~lowlv 
(o  the  w  liar  I,  w  i'  lind  that  all  is  imstU'  auil 
hnnw,  lor  some  ol  ilu'  mo^i  IiuniIhil;  captains 
o|  llu'  conunnnUN  have  lu-^i  airise.l  with  l,uy:e 
cargoes  ol  li^li  lo  lie  iced  .md  pie]i,iied  lur 
shipnuMil  to  .\(\\    \  1 .1  k      Ihe  w  h.n  I  pie-eni-^ 
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a  grand  mix-up  uf  rubljcr  btiots,  squirming 
and  llopping  lish,  ice,  barrels,  big  strong  hands 
and  jokes.  Kvcr)-  mDUKiil  now  niu.sL  count 
that  they  may  catch  the  not  train  out.  In  a 
lew  hours  time  you  may  >ee  ihoe  same  men 
lounging  like  lords  of  leisure,  or  slin\l\'  s])in- 
ning  some  sea  yarn,  as  i hough  there  was  no 
hurry  in  the  world;  but  now  it  means  get  their 
fish  to  market,  the  sooner  ihe  better,  the  more 
m(.)ncy  to  them. 

The  cargoes  of  the>e  vfssi'ls,  with  things 
fax'orable,  represent  a  linancial  \alne  of  ,'f;5,()oo 
oi  ,f(),c)00,  while  their  running  expenses  will 
amount  to  ^_>oo  a  week',  a  goi  mI  reason  for  hus- 


Si  ime 


^t  car: 


are  tak'en 


there,  tO(j,  all  are  intensel)'  busy.  W  e  will  stej) 
o\  er  there  and  see  what  enter[)rise  they  are 
pKiUioting.  W  e  can  ju.-^t  run  across  lots  at  the 
'ei:d  of  the  wharl  here,  for  e\'er\(ine  in  Xoank 
goes  across  lots  when  they  choose.  Mere  we 
lind  a  small  marine  railway  for  the  u.^e  of 
smaller  \essel>  to  haul  out  on  for  painting, 
scrubbing"  the  bottoms,  caulking"  or  any  slighl 
rejiairs.  .\  minute  more  we  are  at  that  "other 
wharl,"  'Ihe  man  in  the  "seven  league"  bnois, 
willi  ;i  long-handled  scoop  net,  is  taking  the 
i;reen,  sna])i)ing,  lighting  lobsters  from  a  great 
car  al  the  head  ol  the  dock,  where  lhe\"  have 
been  stored  until  thev  disgorged  the  bait  lhe\" 
so  greedih'  de\(inred,  \\holl\-  indilTerent  to  the 
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directly  to  New  N'ork  in  their  vessels,  others 
^hi])ped  as  described,  l  ould  we  turn  our  ga/e 
backward  from  thirt\-  to  >ixt\  years  and  \iew 
llie  shores,  wdiarf  and  harbor,  we  would  si'c 
a  small  cit\'  of  masts,  which  belonged  to  the 
fi.'hing"  Heet,  then  llourishmg.  hrom  sexenly- 
li\'e  to  one  hundred  \esseU  went  out  and  came 
ill,  making  their  trips  lo  .\ew  \'ork  lor  their 
market.  .Man\'  of  those  old  captains  ha\e 
made  their  last  |)ort,  and  cast  their  audio. "s^ 
in  the  long  ha\en  of  resi,  and  only  iheir  cosey 
little  homes,  so  lo\ingl\"  hnill  l>\'  ihem,  remain 
as  their  memorial.  TIk'  younger  gent'ralion 
have  taken  up  other  business,  and  llie  present 
numbers  of  the  Ih'ei  ,ii\'  much  less,  though  the 
business  is  \  ery  prohtable. 

l''roin  hei"e  tlu'  ne\|  wharf  I'aii  be  sfcn  ;ind 


stale  of  freshness  or  ])Ulridness  it  might  have 
been  in,  or  w'aiting  uiilil  the  in'oper  time  lor 
.\e\v  York  slhpmenl.  These  are  scooi)ed  into 
lai'ge  baskets,  swung  on  lo  .-i  -et  of  immense 
scales  to  be  weighed,  ihen  packed  into  bairels 
will)  ice,  slill  lighling,  grabbing  al  anything 
or  anv  one.  .\  fellow  lobster  caught  in  the 
great  claw  is  i"eleu  1  U'ssly  snapped,  his  claw 
cruslu'd  to  atoms,  or  a  careless  handler  will 
lia\'e  as  nearl\"  the  same  trealmeiii  as  said 
carelessness  will  allow.  Mere  are  agents  of 
.\ew  N'oik  rnnis  bii\iiig  Iroin  the  lobstermeii. 
such  as  wish  to  dis])ose  of  their  catch  in  that 
wa\',  wliiU'  others  send  directl\  lo  de.ilei  s  m 
tin-  nu't rop.olis,  ^n-  in  near  by  cities. 

The  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  lob- 
sli'f  business  each  \  e;u  m  .\o;iiik  is  \ei"\  con- 
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scrvativoly  placetl  at  $40,000.  In  carl}'  years 
those  in  the  l)usiness  depenclcd  entirely  on  sail 
to  reach  the  lobster  i;ronnil,  snbjcct  to  the 
freaks  t)f  wind  and  tide.  In  iSi)_^,  A.  \".  and 
liis  brother,  W'ayland  .Mnri^an,  made  a  depart- 
nre  by  intri xlncini;'  >lcaui  in  their  sail  ])()als, 
r.sin!4  a  hollow  niasl,  w  hich  scr\rd  as  a  smoke- 
slack,  ddiis  ]»ro\cd  a  success,  as  the  pots 
conld  be  hanlcd  by  slcanc  Later,  gasolene 
motors  were  installed,  and  now  arc  the  nni- 
\ersal  cnstom,  and  in  the  "wee  sma  "  honrs  of 
morning',  from  two  a.  m.  and  on,  according;  to 
the  time  of  tide,  one  may  sK'cpih'  hear  the  pop- 
])op  of  the  motors,  as  the)  '-tart  n])on  their 
da\''s  business,  and  we  tnrn  o\  c  r  in  bed  to  lin- 
ish  our  comfortable  morninL;-  sleep,  .\fter  the 
lobster  season,  these  boats  fish  nnlil  about  Dec. 
isl,  shipping  to  the  cities. 

.\  short  walk  to  the  sontli,  or,  if  \'on  prefer, 
a  row  boat,  as  the  distance  is  hardly  worth 
getting  the  sail  boat  under  way  again,  we 
come  to  the  beginning  of  those  lighting,  grab- 
bing, disgusting  lookdng,  but  delicious  tasting, 
lobsters,  the  C"onnecticut  state  hatchery,  pre- 
sided over  1)^'  C'ai)t.  Latham  Rathbun,  estab- 
lished for  the  purjjose  of  artihcially  su])plying 
the  waters  of  the  sound,  so  rapidly  being  de- 
pleted by  the  immense  demand  and  consnni])- 
tion  of  the  crustacean.  It  is  inlensel_\'  inter- 
esting" to  note  the  process.  I'he  work  Ijcgins 
in  May  and  lasts  inuil  about  the  third  week 
in  July.  i\  taid<  is  built  in  ihe  upper  story  of 
the  house,  and  the  sea  watci-  Irom  the  east  I'ud 
(.1  the  Iniilding  (which  is  bnili  with  a  door 
opening  directly  on  |o  ilie  water),  is  pumped 
by  gasolene  or  elei'tricity  into  this  lanlc.  A 
large  i)ipe  leails  from  ihc  lank'  down  to  the 
ground  llo(ir,  connc-cliuL;  with  small  pipes  run- 
ning the  water  into  glass  i;ir>  holding  about 
two  gallons,  st.'imling  on  a  long  (able  for  lhal 
piu'pose,  also  to  a  recei\inL;  lank  Iroin  llieri', 
and  out  again  to  the  ocean  waters  iroi.i 
whence  the\'  came.  I'lu-  motlu'i"  lobster, 
which  is  bought  Ia  the  si.iie  snpcrnUendenl, 
and  is  ])rotected  b\'  law  for  spawn,  is  now 
relieved  of  the  eggs  b\  the  hand  ami  cai'elnllv 
se|)arated  from  a  lump  lhal  the  walei'  max  I'e 
\'ol\'e  each  sep.arah'h'.  i'lu'si'  ;M'e  now  placed 
in  glass  jars,  one  half  mdlion  of  ihem  |o  ;i  j.-ir. 


and  the  water  turned  on,  the  force  being  regu- 
lated by  a  small  valve  at  the  bottom  of  the  jar, 
that  the  eggs  may  re\olve  at  a  certain  speed, 
^riie  water  running  in  forces  that  alreaih' 
there  o\  er  into  the  recei\  ing  lank,  causing  a 
ne\'er  ceasing  rotary  mo\ement  to  the  eggs 
that  hatches  the  small  lobster,  which  rises  at 
once  to  the  top  and  is  lloated  tixer  into  the 
lank.  I  hese  are  abont  one-third  of  an  inch 
long  at  that  lime,  and  inniiediatel}'  begin  their 
lile  wH>rk  of  eating.  TIkw  are  taken  away  al- 
most immediately  and  emptied  iiUo  the  waters 
of  Long  Island  sound, 

(  )n  e.\]KM'imenting  as  to  keeping  theni  until 
l.irgiM"  and  better  able  to  care  for  themseh'cs, 
it  was  fiiuml  that  in  about  three  weeks  th.e\' 
were  in  the  fourlh  stage,  that  is,  about  three- 
(piarters  of  an  inch  in  length,  beginning  to 
form  shell,  and  perfect  in  shai)e.  It  is  impera- 
li\'e  at  this  stage  that  they  should  be  turned 
(-ut  to  proxide  for  themscKes,  as  the\  will  die 
if  they  are  kept  longer.  The  forming  of  their 
shells  gi\es  them  weiglit,  which  sinks  them  to 
tile  bottom,  and  the_\  naturally  recpiire  heaxier 
jood.  h'onr  to  hxe  years  comi)lete  liie  growth 
to  the  lawful  market  size — nine  inclu's.  (  )ne 
season's  hatchery  brings  out  lilly  million 
xoung  lobsters,  which  xxonld  seem  on  a  fair 
way  to  restock  the  waters,  but  their  minute 
size  at  time  of  ])ulting  them  ox'crboai'd  cause> 
great  loss,  as  man\'  are  eaten  bx  larger  tlsli, 
and  Old)'  a  xerx'  small  iii'o|)orlion  mature. 

(Ill  oni'  wax  here  li'mn  the  lobster  wharf, 
vx f  ])asscd  bx  the  lirm  oi  L  IL  Lame  Ov  .Sons, 
Inc.,  builder-  and  repairers  of  steam  :ind  gaso- 
kne  engines,  marine  and  stationarx  ,  also  their 
g.alx  ain/ing  ]>kint,  the  xx  hole  xvilii  a  cajiacit)' 
oi  txxeiitx'  men.  d'lie  s.'til  loft  of  .\lis.  J.  I'al- 
iiier  W  illiains  does  a  sU'ad)  ,  luci  alixe  business 
each  )ear. 

'ritere  are  four  liriiis  for  building  small 
bo;its,  of  whiidi  b'remiah  I  ),ix'is  is  llu-  xcter.m 
I  nil4^;i-  of  ihem  all.  I.ale  )  ear--,  ihe^i'  are  about 
thirt)'  to  lliii'lx  l\xo  U-el  long,  \xilh  Iwelxe  to 
fourleen  feel  beam.  Im'wiii  lhal  si/r  ihex  \  ai  x' 
|o  skills  III  ten  or  iwelxe  feel.  .lUo  1,1  inoi,.r 
laiinehes.  I  bis.  eiiU  i  pi  i-,e  m|  die  x  ilkii^e 
aiiioimls  in  lm;iiicial  lesulls  to  dxa'i  $ij.ooo  a 
xe;ii',  rniimng  to  aliiuil  $15,000  some  x  ears. 
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'riie  sliipyaid  uf  R.  Palmer  &  Son  Co.  is  in 
tlic  lower  part  of  the  villaL;\',  toward-,  the  "Lij^lit- 
liOiise"  point  and  extendinn  well  on  to  the 
"Narrows."  'i'his  is  nne  of  the  lar,i^est  wood 
sliil)buildint^  i)lanls  on  the  .Xtlanlic  cuast,  and 
cliipU)ys  ahonl  fonr  hnndred  men.  The  shi|)- 
vard  was  opened  in  1X51  1)\  John  I'almer,  who 
was  ordained  deacon  of  old  hort  Mill  chnrcli 
i.i  1821,  and  later  served  the  .\'oank  chnrch  in 
the  same  capacity,  when  it  was  formed  in  1S45, 
till  the  time  of  his  death,  .\fier  his  death,  his 
two  sons,  John  and  Robert,  sncceeded  to  the 
hii.siness  under  the  name  of  R.  X:  f.  Palmer. 
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at  tlie  expiration  of  seven  years'  service  in  that 
cajKicitx,  the  records  show  he  had  crailknl  fn-e 
linndred  \essels  safely  without  a  mishap  or 
error  attributed  to  his  work'.  As  the  \ears  a<b 
\aiiced  and  his  son,  Ivoliert,  Jr.,  came  to  111a- 
liirity,  he  became  a  member  of  the  hrm  and 
U  becanu'  Robert  I'almer  iS.'  Smi  (.d.,  each  Rob- 
cit  ha\ ini;  his  special  department,  but  making 
a  united  whole.  .\ew  metliods  of  doiui;  work 
called  lor  modern  machinery,  which  was  in- 
stalled as  the  occasions  demanded  until  at  the 
I'lesent  date  it  is  one  of  the  finest  e(pii])])ed 
}ards  in  the  ccjunlrv. 


TUK  SHirv.MiU 


Nothing  seemed  too  difficult  for  these  two 
men  to  attempt  t<j  haul  out  on  their  marine 
railways  and  they  alwa\s  ended  in  success. 
The  work  enlari^ed  until  the  death  of  the  older 
brother  John,  a  man  of  stc'iliiiL;  worth  and 
loyal  Christian  character,  when  it  bc'caiue  the 
business  of  Robert  I'almer.  Ciider  bis  man- 
agement the  ever  iucreasiiiL;  busines  called  on' 
the  natural  abilities  and  executi\e  ipialities 
lie  possessed.  Ihc  iiiariiii.'  railways  iia\'e  lieeii 
under  the  direction  and  su]n'riMtciidence,  for 
a  inimber  of  years  of  'Charles  U.  I'abm'r,  onl\- 
survivini^  son  of  John  I'.ibiier,  the  former 
nieinbcr  of  the  linn.  Mis  record  does  honor 
to  the  older  members  and  their  traiiiiui;  when. 


Suppose  we  take  a  walk  round  the  yard  and 
see  mail}'  tliiu!.;s  new  to  us  and  immensely  in- 
terestiu!^.  This  loiij;  iH'd  shop  is  the  oldest 
buildiuL;.  In  the  upper  stor\-  w  i'  liml  the  Hour 
co\'ered  with  straiii;e  lines,  which  to  us 
seem  only  a  coiilusc'd  ma^s,  iiUMiiiiiL;  iiotliiu;; 
at  all;  but  there  stands  a  short  liea\il\-  built, 
oldish  man  with  short,  i^rax-  hair  Mr.  I.ed- 
\ard  l^boll,  who  tells  us.  "that  is  the  drafl- 
iiii;  ol  some  new  vessel,"  and  he  ci'rtainlv 
iiii;,;lil  lo  know,  for  he  has  dr.ifled  on  these 
s.aiiu'  lloors  lor  m;in\  a  Imu;  \  ear.  be  s,i\ s  o\-er 
.iiid  llie  years  ha\ e  u-ed  :md  toiuhcd 
him  k  i  1 1  d  I  \  . 

.\ow  lu'ie  ill  this  loom,  lu'L^in  tlio-e  \ess(d^ 
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(Jii  llic  stocks  w  hich  w  c  can  see  Iroin  the  win- 
dows, liuikinf,;  toward  llie  north,  -.outh  and 
west.  \  essels  cd  xai'ioiis  kinds  and  in  dilTer- 
ent  slau;es  of  |)roL;ress  meet   the  e\e.  There 


sciiooi.noisi'; 

i-  the  staunch  httle  a,L;;4"ressi \e  tni;  hoat,  huilt 
t'  hreasl  all  kinds  ( d'  w  eather  ami  hardshii) 
of  lile,  its  onl}'  object  to  ^et  there  with  its 
tow.  There  is  tlie  dapjjer,  spick-span,  dandy 
_\aciit,  like  a  society  belle,  de>i,L;ned  only  for 
|i]easure  and  will  sail  the  wnild  o\er  to  lind  it; 
also  the  stean)hoat  of  a  passen,t;er  or  freii;ht 
bne  combining'  some  (d'  the  elements  of  both 
the  others.  Then  the  jnst  useful,  without 
beauty,  the  railroad  lloats  and  coal  l)ar_!4"es. 
lint  the  wonder  of  their  construction  and  their 
i^reat  clumsy  disunity  of  usefulness,  stroni;.^ly 
appeal  to  one  as  he  ,L;oes  from  one  to  another 
watchin,!^'  the  ditlerent  staj^es  and  workman- 
ship. 

1  lere  is  one  just  hej^un  l)v  laving-  the  keel  ; 
then  comes  the  scpiare  bod\'  frame  which  is 
set  U])  bei^iuniuL;  at  the  nnddle  of  the  craft  and 
worked  towards  either  end;  llien  the  kilson, 
cants,  stem  and  stern  post,  ni'xt  the  ceiling  or 
inside  planking;  and  the  (U'ck,  A  lar^e  iron 
band,  six  inches  b\'  lhree-(|uarlers  iuidi  in 
thick'ness,  is  then  bound  round  the  lop,  anc' 
iion  bands,-  three  and  one  half  inches  b_\'  one- 
halt  inch  in  ihicknes.s  run  dow  n  the  sides  diag- 
onally and  cross  (lia.i.;on,ill\ ,  Ihus  forming;  a 
slay  of  iron  in  form  ( d'  iliamonds  dnim'  llie  en  ■ 
lii'e  body  of  the  \  cssel.  The  frame  is  cul  away 
for  these  so  wln'u  llicw  ,140  mlo  place  lluw  are 
Hush.     This   is   one   of   tlu'    mos|  inlerestini; 
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statues,  such  i)ro\dsions  of  streui^th,  ami  re- 
sistance lor  \veiL;ht,  weather  and  endurance. 

As  the  outside  planking  bei;ins,  the  saltinj.; 
beif-ius.  Usually  at  this  anm luncenieiit  a  smile 
of  incredulity  creejis  o\  er  the  countenance  <if 
the  uninitiated.  tliinkiuL;  ihe}'  are  beini;  t^uyeil, 
hut  a  great  i|uantil\  ol  salt  is  i)i]ur'-(l  m  as  the 
p'ankin,!.;"  i>roceeds.  ,  'I'his  is  to  preserve  the 
wood.  d"he  outside  plankiuL;  is  of  planks  of  4 
to  7  inches,  w  hich  are  sjiiked  with  ^aK  anized 
spikes  S  and  lu  inches  huiL;,  also  trenails 
drixen  thmu^h  from  outer  to  inner  jdaid'Cs  fas- 
tened at  both  ends  with  wedges  drixen  in,  butt 
bolts  rix'cted  at  the  end.  and  e\er\'  condition 
f(jr  strength  attended  t  i.  riie  canlkiiiL;  is  abn 
ii'.terestiui;".  We  see  the  men  open  the  seams 
with  an  iron,  and  (jakum,  which  is  sli^hlh' 
twisted,  similar  |o  candlewick  but  the  si/e  uf 
a  man's  wri-t,  is  forced  intu  ihe  opened  seam 
and  drix'cn  in  until  the  oakum  is  as  solid  as 
the  plank  itself  and  thorou,nhly  water  tis^ht. 
The  ])lancrs  follow    the  caulkers  as  lhc\'  work. 


] 
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The  searchers  lodk  ihmL;s  all  (W  \'\\  holes, 
nnls,  bad  places  in  pknik-  ,im|  search  out  ,in\ 
I  ill  pelted  ii  111.  I  luw  mii->i  In  lln  n  ,  m-h.  lioiusi. 
Uusty,  perfect  in  their  knowledi;e  of  theii'  ims- 
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iiK'SS.  Nuw  ctJinc  the  ]);iintL'rs  and  the  gen- 
eral finishing.  The  l)oats  are  then  thoroughly 
watered  to  test  or  hnd  an_\'  leak.  This  may 
last  three  or  four  hour.s,  yoiny  up  one  side, 
then  the  other. 

It  is  now  time  to  prepare  to  launch  hy  put- 
lini^-  ways  under,  which  are  slit^htly  inclined 
planes  slushed  with  tallow  mixed  wilh  nil,  on 
which  the  vessel  slides  to  her  future  element. 
'I  his  plant  for  se\'eral  succe^si\-e  \  ears  has  a\-- 


Dovvn  Ijelow  are  great  knees  of  8  and  9 
inches  in  tliick'uess  carefull\'  marked  in  the 
sliape  desired.  These  are  placed  <in  the  tahle 
and  a  saw  so  .^mall  and  slender  it  looks  incou- 
'gruous  is  poised  alio\e  tlie  depth  of  clums_\' 
wood  hulk  under  it.  hut  a  hand  regulates  the 
force,  and  liands  guide  the  clnni>y  piece 
willi  its  marks  exact)}-  to  the  saw,  and  with 
another  little  shrill  shout  the  saw  ploughs  its 
way  e.xact  to  the  line,  and  a  knee  is  turned  out 
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eraged  a  vessel  constructed  and  launched  every 
ten  days.  The  gross  incohie  in  |ianic  )  ear  was 
$74 1 ,000. 

\\  hile  we  are  waiting  for  liic  tide  to  touch 
the  highwater  mark,  just  siroll  round  to  the 
different  houses  where  the  \arious  |)arts  are 
prepared  and  made  ready  for  their  res|)ecli\e 
l)laces.  Mere  is  the  sawmill  where  the  im- 
mense logs  are  sent  on  the  great  caiTiage  to 
be  trimmed  into  shajje.  ThcN'  I'oll  along  lo  the 
siiw  which  sli'ikes  them  wilh  an  angr\',  e.xull- 
ant  scream,  as  il  Inirii's  ilsell'  in  ihe  huge  hulk, 
and  with  a  yell  runs  its  entire  length. 


a-  neatly  as  the  shears  would  oil  a  pasteboard 
card.  That  one  there,  is  w  liert'  the  trenails  are 
sawed.  .\  s(piare  slick  of  locust  about  11  iuclu's 
in  length  by  one  and  one-eighth  inches  square, 
is  fed  to  the  hungry  biute.  Ileliold!  he  grabs 
il,  the  belt  swings  rouuil  and  one  srhnisi  !  and 
a  smooth,  round  trenail  is  the  result  which 
goes"^o  laslen  thai  |ilauking.  <  Ine  man  turns 
iSoo  of  ihesi'  Ireiiails  ;i  d,i\-.  .So  ilu'  numerous 
saws  di  I  eaidi  its  1 1\\  n  w  (  u  k. 

(  )\x'r  iheie  is  tlu'  bku  ksniilh  shop  ■("In-  roar 
of  ihe  llauu-s  .ufil  the  el.uds  '  cknd.,  '  of  the  am  il 
V  lurning  out  tlm^r  ii,.ii  bauds  with  w  hii  li  the 


64 


HISTORIC  GROTON 


vessels  are  strajj^cd  and  the  other  iron  work 
re(|nired.  There  is  a  liuin\  lotjkinj^  box  thiny 
and  tiiey  are  steaming  planks  to  make  them 
pliable  to  bend  into  place  o\er  a  bulgin;^' 
frame.  Idiere  is  a  must  picturcxpie  freseoetl 
little  bnildini;"  near  the  sh^re,  the  most  artistic 
of  them  all.  A  tew  panes  of  s^lass  nussin;;" 
from  the  window  in  the  jjcak  and  danbs  of  all 
colored  paints  forming;"  a  rich  dado  as  hii^h  as 
a  man  can  reach  withont  a  ladder,  red,  yellow, 
etc.  That  is  the  paint  shop.  Then  we  visit 
the  pcnver  honse,  that  fnrnishes  all  the  force 
that  performs  these  wonderfnl  thinj^s. 

The  tide  is  now  abont  fnll  and  the  click-et- 
click  of  the  men  at  work  niider  the  .bottom 
warn  yon  to  ^et  your  place  for  \'iewing-  the 
lannch.  The  rapping  of  those  men  ti!.;htenin,L; 
n])  the  \vedL;es  i>  \  ery  exciting  to  an  onlooker, 
and  causes  them  to  wish  the\-  could  do  some- 
thiui^-,  too.  A  little  lull  in  the  click-et-click, 
then  it  conies  ai^ain,  "Did  you  see  her  move?" 
.\o,  not  yet.  Click-et-click!  "There  she  j^oes!" 
Some  boy  has  noticed  a  slight  advance  from 
the  marked  line.  "There  she  ^"oes!!"  from  the 
older  ones,  and  "  I  1  in-rah  I  !  !"  from  the  si)ecta- 
tors  and  workmen.  I'A'erv  whistle  in  the  >-ard 
and  every  saucy  little  motor  boat  in  sight  (like 
the  pro\'erbial  siuall  boy,  always  around  readv 
ti,>  scream  at  the  chance)  send  out  their  three 
times  three,  ilurrah!  .\midst  the  i^reat  jargon 
o!  good  cheer,  she  slides  ((\er  the  tallow  and 
oil,  ploughs  down  into  the  water,  and  as  the 
water  buoys  up  the  fidl  length  of  her,  she 
makes  a  graceful  bow  to  the  audience  and  the 
firm  that  has  caused  her  being,  and  lloats  out 
for  the  mission  for  Nvliich  she  was  built.  The 
shijiyard  is  certainl)'  worthy  a  visit,  and  the 
time  is  well  spent  in  gaining  much  information 
as  well  as  i)leasure. 

On  the  brow  of  ".Store  llill,"  (for  in  old  da\s 
tlie  general  variety  and  grocery  stores  were  at 
the  foot  of  this  hill.  nearl\'  at  the  head  of  (he 
town  dock,  that  they  might  con\'euientl\-  suj)- 
idy  the  vessels  as  .the\-  came  in),  turning  to 
(he  right  and  walking  through  ihe  dee])  lawn, 
we  approach  the  I'.aptisi  thnnh,  the  ol.U'sl  rt- 
ligions  body  in  the  place.  1 1  is  df  vrry  plain 
aichiteclure,  |)ainled  while,  Imt  i(s  ta|)ering 
s])ire  with  its  situation  on  (he  hill,  gi\e  it  a 


])ictures(pie  effect.  Far  out  on  the  waters  of  the 
sound,  or  back  into  the  distant  country  hills, 
that  slim  white  spire  can  be  seen,  pmnting 
ui)ward,  seeming  to  pierce  the  blue  skies  and 
Clouds.  This  church  rs  a  daughter  cil  the  old 
I'ort  Mill  meeting  house,  and  grand-daughter 
(■:'  (.)1(1  M}'stic  church,  the  first  llaptist  church 
formed  in  this  i)art  of  Connecticut.  The  Noank 
llaptist  church  was  formed  in  1X43,  though  it 
is  so  intertwined  with  the  old  Fort  llill  church 
as  tt)  have  actually  begun  its  existence  eighty 
)ears  previous,  fts  independent  existence  be- 
gan with  two  hundretl  and  t went}-three  mem- 
bers, of  which  one  hundred  were  con\erts  uf 
the  meetings  held  by  ITder  Jabex.  Swan  in 
Alystic  a  short  time  before.  There  are  nine  of 
those  members  still  living. 

Its  liistory  has  been  at  times  almost  dramat- 
ic, and  at  all  times  has  it  been  as  salt  savoring 
th.e  community.  A\  e  can  here  hardly  touch 
on  its  power  for  good,  'bhere  has  ne\  er  been  in 
the  history  of  Nuauk  the  ojjcn  sale  ot  li(|uors, 
or  intoxicants  allowed,  i'ublic  opinion,  so  ini- 
pregnateil  with  the  infiuence  id  that  church's 
teachings  to  the  young,  and  their  parents'  in- 
h.eritance  l)ef(jre  them,  is  such  that  the_\-  rise  n|) 
nauseated  and  alarmed  at  such  sales  in  their 
Tjiidsl.  .Many  times  it  has  been  attempted,  and 
some  times  carried  on  surreptitioush'  lor 
awhile,  but  as  s<,)on  as  jirocjf  could  be  obtained, 
it  was  stopped.  The  present  luuise  of  worship 
was  built  in  iKd/,  at  a  cost  of  $iJ,(50o,  having 
a  seating  capacity  of  abont  four  hundred.  .Since 
that  time,  iiripro\ements  ha\e  been  made  as 
times  and  comeniences  have  demanded,  and 
at  present  it  is  lighted  by  electricity,  has  a  fine 
mod(.'rn  ])ipe  organ  installed  at  the  cost  of 
,'p_',5(Kj,  is  heated  with  hot  air.  has  a  baptisir\ 
with  water  supply,  a  well  ecpiijiiied  kitchen, 
and  a  large  .Sumhi}'  school  room. 

The  .Methodist  church  was  fornu'd  as  a 
chapel,  partially  depeuclenl  on  the  conference 
lor  sim])ort,  in  the  year  1S7S.  .\fiei-  \  ears  of 
Using  what  was  known  as  the  chapel,  il  became 
advisable  to  build  a  beiU  r  and  larger  houst.-. 
w  hii  h  was  doin'  in  1003.  I'luw  ha\  e  now  an 
audilorinm  with  a  ,si'atin-  cajiacilv  of  iwo  hun- 
dred and  lilly  to  three  luimlred.  lilted  willi 
modern  improvements.  .\  wrll  eipnp|ii'd  kilch 
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cr.,  and  Sunday  scIukiI  rooms  are  hclow  the 
ii'.ain  aiuliloriinn.  'I'lic  UiUil  value  of  house 
and  furnishings  is  aljout  $7,000.  The  same 
year  was  l)uiU  a  Trolestani  l',i)iscc)i)al  and  also 
a  Roman  Catholie  church. 


it  was  used  for  meetings  when  occasion 
called,  funerals  Ikmul;  held  ihere,  as  well  as 
prayer  and  preachiuL;  >er\  ices.  JMau}'  now  liv- 
ini;  have  a  reverential  feeling  for  the  school 
house  wdiich  now  stands  with  its  modern  front 


liV  Till",  W.\TK1{  .SlDK 

Idle  schools,  holh  District  \'o.  1  i  in  the  cen-  and  hack  added  to  the  "hi^-  and  lilllc"  parts  of 
tre  of  the  xdllai^e,  and  i)islrict  No.  6  in  upper  other  days,  which  interpreted  meant  ihc  rooms 
Noank   are  so   closeh'   allied   to   the   ISaptist     of  the  hig  and  little  children,  or  the  senior  and 


church  histt)ry  as  to  he  jiarl  and  jiarcel  with 
il  in  interesting  reminiscences  and  personal 
spiritual  ex|)eriences.  I  he  school  lion>(.'  ol  X'o. 
II  was  built  in  1X37,  and  from  thai  lime  nulil 
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pi'imary  grades.  I'lic  schoii]  iuiusc  has  now 
fiNC  rooms  with  :;i'ades  and  classes  up  |o  dale, 
pii'sidcd  i'\ci-  li\  teachers  who  I'lhcicnlly  hold 
them  up  lo  the  reipnred  slamlaid.  .nid  when 
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students  arc  adniitled  tii  llio  hii^li  scliools  of 
other  towns  they  lake  an  advanccil  i)Iacc,  some 
oi  tlieiii  nearly  ready  fur  I  he  suphoniore  year. 

District  Xn.  (>,  iipjjcr  X'oank,  carries  the  rc- 
h'f^ious  reniend)rances  still  fnrthcr  hack  in 
nearly  a  ceiitnry.  it  has  always  hecn  called 
"the  old  school  house."  T.cfore  District  Xo. 
11  was  formed  and  the  honse  huilt,  those  wlio 
have  passed  to  the  great  heyond,  hut  would 
have  lon^t^-  passed  the  centur\-  mark-  at  this  time, 
wearily  plodded  over  the  hilk  with  their  little 
(hnner  pails  from  lower  X'oank  on  the  shores, 
to  that  school,  for  their  meagre  advantages  of 
learning  to  read  and  write.  (  )ur  great  grand- 
mothers, at  four  or  live  years  of  age  cllml)ed 
those. hills,  more  than  a  nule,  ti~)  school,  and 
stopped  to  rest  at  the  same  house  fine  of  them 


old  hahit  of  "lining  oil"  from  the  one  red 
hymn  hook'  held  iiy  the  minister,  while  he  gax'c 
them  line  1)\'  Ime  to  sing.     The  old  hou.^e  has 


,Mi;rii()i)isi'  ciirKcn 

went  to  li\  e  in  afterwards  with  her  young  hus 
band,  which  was  her  home  until  she  died  at 
nearly  ninet\-one  \  ear-  of  ai^e.  She  could  tell 
of  seasons  of  great  rcliginus  hlessings  in  the 
old  scliool  house,  of  ])ra\er  iiu'ctiugs  and 
searching  sermons.  .\  musically  inclined 
member  disconi'sed  on  the  sini^^ing  schools, 
when  the  singing  began  lo  improve  from  the 


j.KinriKiisi-; 

I'cen  remoxcd,  and  a  modern  one  takes  its 
place,  with  modern  methods  of  teaching  ami 
an  u]i-to-date  teacher.  Though  it  is  a  mi.Kcd 
school  it  ai'ri\'es  at  a  good  grade  of  scho'arsliip 
and  has  no  rea.spn  to  be  ashamed. 

W'e  will  return  o\'er  llie  hills  our  great 
grandmothers  trudged  as  they  went  and  canie 
from  school,  'ilic  \  iew  from  hill  lo  ocean  is 
just  as  beautiful,  but  the  world  has  mcu'cd 
strangely  and  wonderfully  the  last  century, 
and  now  we  see  from  those  hills  the  com^en- 
ient  trollev  car  gliding  ahing  the  highway  each 
half  hoiu',  connecting  (iroton  with  Westerly, 
k.  1.,  and  sovuiding  its  triumphant  little  whis- 
tle as  it  slii)s  out  of  sight  around  >ome  curve. 

A  visit  to  the  railroad  station  next.  The 
telegraph  operator  is  ticking  at  his  machine, 
ihc  freight  agent  is  booking  freight  ;  fish,  lob- 
sters and  general  freight  are  going  out.  I'^lat 
cars  are  coming  in  kiadcd  with  lumlicr  from 
the  south,  Inmbei'  from  C)regon  ordered 
months  ago,  kneis  from  Sanlt  St.  Marie,  .Mich., 
floor  timbt'r  from  .XicolK'llc,  West  \  a  .  tre- 
nails from  ('anad.i.  .md  lumber  from  other 
l^oints  near  by.  ImuK'Use  anchors,  (heir  m;im- 
moiii  chains,  coiU  iil  hempen  hawsers  that  call 
liiit  an  exckamalion  of  wonder  ,al  the  ca\ 
ei'uous  iron  water  tanks,  etc.,  all  f<M  r.ilmer  X- 
Smii  ('o.,  sliiplniilders.  riien  ilure  is  ilie  freight 
loi  llie  numerous  L^roceiy  stores,  markets  .ind 
ol  hei'  stores.  W'c  lind  the  amount  i  ei-ei\-ed  foi 
freight  in  inie  monih  lo  be  .S7.000,  at  others 
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$5,000  and  $6,000.  Aiiiouiit  received  for  pas- 
£eiii;er  tickets  to  iiave  been  $1,500  a  niontli  be- 

Tliere  are  t\V()  well  e(|ni])])e(l  lintels  for 
summer  visitors.  The  .\sliby  bouse  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  \  illaL;e  accummodates  about 
hfty  f^uests,  and  The  Talmer  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  \'illa,i;e  entertains  from  sixty  to  seventy- 
ti\'e  \i>itors.  Artists  from  the  larL;e  cities  lind 
abundant  material  in  the  beaulifid  scenic  sur- 
roundings for  their  winter  art  exhibitions, 
which  bring  them  fame  and  golden  shekels,  or 
gold  certificates  of  Uncle  Sam's,  meaning  pros- 
perity in  the  world's  gootls. 

Ouiet,  unassuming  Xoank,  making  but  lit- 
tle pretention^  of  its  l)ene\dlent  deeds  and  char- 
itable acts,  though  always  ready  to  au^\\■er 
the  call  for  sympathy  of  the  great  out>ide 
wt)rld,  in  its  poverty  and  the  distress  of  its 
])oor.  brom  the  beginning,  alert  to  answer 
the  call  of  its  country  in  the  conflicts  of  the 
Re\()lution  and  the  war  of  iX[2,  while  the  call 
of  the  I  i\  il  war  to  sa\  e  the  unity  of  the  nation 
rallied  the  young  men  to  its  defence  in  enthu- 
siastic numi)ers,  and  ga\e  their  nati\e  \  illage 
an  honorable  mention  aun)ng  men  by  their 
nol)le  service  to  and  for  their  countr\-. 
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The  Work  of  Fanny  Ledyard  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 


By  MARY  E.  BURROWS 


1 1 1 IC  pioneer  chapter  nf  the  l^augh-      J'"anny  Ledyard  was  reincarnated 
ters  of  the    American    Revtilution      ajjain  tcj  do  deeds' of  niercv  and 


and  Hves 
kinchiess  in 


in  the  t(j\vn  of  Cirotun  was  tlie  the  cliapter 
h'anny  Ledyard  Chapter  of  Afystic, 
( )hl  .M_\'stic  and  X(:)ank.  It  was 
formed  June  8,  1893.  l-'i*-'  cliai)tcr  numl)er  hein^ 
10.  ]t  was  also  the  second  cha])ter  in  the 
L'nited  States  to  a|)point  a  cha|)hiin  among  its 
(  fticers,  wlio  opens  eacli  meeinj^'  with  relii^- 
ious  exercises. 

To  Airs.  I'lliza  A.  (ALner)  f^ennison  lie- 
longs  the  honor  of  ihe  hrst  memhershijj  and  the 
early  promotion  of  the  chajjter.  She  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  national  hoard  as  a  member  and 
appointed  regent  of  "A"  cliajiter  April  i,  1893, 
endorsed  by  .Mrs.  Dei!.  Uamlolph  Keim  state 
regent  of  Connecticut,  her  national  number 
being  2966.  .As  regent  of  ''A"  chapter  the 
responsibility  was  i)laced  on  her  of  forming 
that  chapter,  and  she  immediately  began  her 
work  of  securing  eligible  members.  The  first 
member  of  the  chapter  was  Mrs.  b^li/.a  (l)cni- 
son)  r>rovvn  of  NiKink  wdiose  name  comes  on 
the  charter  following  the  regents  as  numl)er 
two.  Jn  a  short  time  she  had  the  required 
number  for  the  charter  (thirteen)  and  tliree 
more  for  good  measiu-e,  making  a  roll  call  ol 
sixteen  for  the  beginning.  These  paiiers  were 
sent  to  Washington  the  middle  of  April  and 
acce])ted  by  the  national  boaid  June  1,  18(^3. 

The  first  regular  meeting    was  held 
8,  1893,  at  which  lime  came  the  choosm 
name.     Several   names   were  proi)osed  when 
frcjm  one  c(M-ner  came  a  whisi)er,  fr<Mn  as  (|uiet 
and  unassuming  a  gentlewoman  as  our  chapter 
h.eroine  herself,  to  one  of  the  ladies  nearer  tlie 
fiont  row,  'AN  by   don't   \on   name   il  h'anny 
l^edyard?  She  was  the  lirst  to  give  aid  to  the 
suffering  victims   of    i'orl    (  .riswold  ?"  The 
front  row  lady,  Mrs.  Sarah  (I'.urrow^)  Ibick 
ley,  audibly  voiced  that   whisper  and  the  name 
as     imanimousU  adopted. 


which  bears  her  name,  and  the 


I  nne 
of  a 


n.  .\.  K.  (  Ai!iM;r 

Ciiluiict  niid  I'liiiiu'  111  i  li;irUT,  wvmV-  iif  wnoil  frinii 
I'iiniiv  l.cilviuir?.  lioUM-.  upiiiT  >\w\i,  iiicinrr  nl' 
•■  Willie  iliil'l  "  ^Mli's;  sciund  iiicliur  nf  lliill- 

Iniil  luiat,'!';  Iliircl -lu  ll ,  I'.iiiiiv  l.i-il>.ira  s  pLiir.  dl.l 
llillld  wnvcii  liiini  .iimI  iHlinllr..!  II..  \  .  f.uiMll  -lull. 
l.ooU>  (il  I).  A  .  K. 


and 

thus  proposed 


nanu-  was  chosen  1.  ir  us  b\  the  IhUMrcd  soh.iol- 
Icaclu'r  wli'Mii  sii  ni,in\  h,i\e  risrii  up  ti.Mii  her 
niliiislralinns  1,.  <  ,ill  blcs-i  d  .\li--  \nn  \n- 
gn>la  MurpliN. 
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J.  lie  liiSL  Lakinj^  up  ol  Uic  practical  vvurk  of 
llie  ciiapicr  was  uii  .'^cpLciuucr  oLli,  Lu  cuiii- 
uicinoiaLc  Luc  niabsacrc  ui  UioLuii  iLcigliLs  at 
tiic  Old  luiL,  with  luviicd  j^ucitb  lium  Llic 
cliaplci  b  oi  i\ew  Luudou  ann  .Nurwich.  iLvcr 
since  tiiat  dale  as  llic  year  lulib  ruuud,  the  day 
lias  been  ubserved,  and  "the  iiieuiuiy  ui  tue 
bpinl  Ui  those  heroes  aiKi  iieiuiiies  oi  mat 
ureadtui  day  is  l^erpetuated  and  newly  aruused 
ill  eacli  heart  wliicii  alteiidb  these  anniversa- 
ries, t'cuiuary  iz  has  always  been  celebrated 
with  but  one  exception  in  the  niteeii  years — a 
perpetuation  ol  the  spirit  of  that  great  leader — 
the  inagiianiinoUb  L  iiribliaii  geiitlcman  and  the 
Aioses  ol  our  countr}'.  i'alriulic  and  'literary 
exercises  and  colonial  teas  bring  to  iiund  the 
habitb  and  costumes  ol  "_)  e  olden  tiniCb,  and 
each  time  arouse  a  new  interest  in  historical 
research  as  to  what  and  how  our  grandsires 
did  and  lived. 

Une  early  call  to  the  chapter  was  not  to  pro- 
tect historical  soil  but  to  help  make  such.  In 
the  far  state  of  California  where  no  Revolu- 
tionary soil  can  be  found,  ilie  Secjuia  Chapter 
planted  a  Liberty  tree  and  sighed  for  histor- 
ical soil  for  its  gro^vth;  a  call  wab  made  for 
contributions  from  each  chai>lcir  and  that  from 
Lexington  was  the  hrst  trowel  full  placed 
round  its  roots;  then  across  the  broad  Atlantic 
came  that  from  the  grave  of  Lafayette,  and  bu 
on,  from  the  \arioub  and  far  aways  came  the 
soil  which  gives  growth  to  that  tree.  The 
Fanny  Ledyard  chapter  sent  hers  from  the 
grave  of  their  patron  saint  in  Southold,  L.  L, 
and  so  historic  and  revolutiwnary  boil  like  the 
spirit  has  spread,  and  found  a  rich  abiding 
place  in  the  beautiful,  bountiful  tiolden  Slate. 

Soon  after  this  a  fund  was  btarted  for  a  tab- 
let to  commemorate  the  hn  ing  deetls  of  haii- 
ny  Ledyard  in  ministering  to  the  wounded  and 
suffering  of  the  battle  of  September  (ith,  i/cSi. 
In  June,  1895,  the  tablet  was  hnislied  and 
placed  on  her  grave.  :\  dele,L;ati( m  (if  the  chap- 
ter with  several  Sons  of  the  American  Kevo- 
lulion  accom])anied  i>y  Mlliei-s  mn  (d  eillicr  or- 
ganization \ibited  Soutliiild  and  held  dedica- 
tory services  ap])ropriat e  ii  n*  ilie  m-casidn  and 
its  presentation  to  the  village.  The  tablet 
was  accepted  by  Uev.  Dr.  W  liiliaker  in  behalf 
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of  the  \'illage.  Visits  are  frec|(ieiill)'  made  to 
the  si)ot  t(j  |)ay  rebjiect  and  to  keep  an  over- 
sight as  to  its  C(Muliti(jn.  A\'hen  the  house 
vyhere  our  heroine  had  alwa\s  lived  was  re- 
mo\-ed.  Dr.  W'liitlaker  sa\ed  bome  of  its  time 
stained  oak  and  forwarded  it  to  the  chapter, 
from  which  wab  made  a  car\  ed  frame  for  the 
charter,  and  a  cabinet  m  which  to  |jreserve 
relics. 

Another  historical  monument  ib  the  [lair  of 
gates  at  the  old  Whitehall  bur\ ing  ground 
just  above  Alystic,  where  Kcx  olulionai  y  patri- 
(  tb  rest  with  the  families  ol  old  Colonial  sires, 
rile  grounds  were  cared  for  and  jjut  in  ortlei', 
blones  righted  and  work  lini>hed  liy  jilacing 
line  iron  gates  at  the  entrance. 

.Markers  for  the  gra\'es  of  Kevolutionary 
patri(;ls  were  obtained  from  the  generous  .Sons 
of  the  American  l\e\dlulion,  and  one  lone 
liert)  of  (irot(jn  lleightb  >leei)ing  about  a  mile 
from  Noank  was  tenderh  remembered,  his  grave 
made  oi'derl)'  and  a  marker  |ilaced  there  for 
havid  I'alnier. 

.V  contribution  was  made  towards  the  pur- 
chase of  I'utnam'b  wolf  den  at  Pomfrel, 
C(  mnecticut. 

A]M"il  7,  1897,  the  chapter  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Mary  Washington  Association,  the 
badge  of  membership  to  be  worn  \)\  each  re- 
gent while  holding  that  office.  To  encourage 
liist(jrical  research  socials  were  organi/ed  for 
buch  study,  papers  were  written,  original 
])oems  compose<I,  and  so  mind  and  heart  were 
opened  to  the  work  before  them.  .\s  the  work 
ol  the  cliapter  grew  and  >o  much  was  done 
for  the  country's  good  b\  its  women,  this  work 
asbumed  other  forms  and  the  literary  work 
came  in  at  regular  meetings  and  sjiecial  anni- 
versaries. .XiiKing  tlu'ir  clu'rislu'd  members 
ha\e  been  ihrt'c  I'eal  daiiLjliIers,  Mrs.  .\anc\' 
I  .old  .Stanton,  .Miss  .M;m  \  Ann  W  heeler,  Mrs. 
\bb\'line  .Starr.  I  hese  wiMe  each  presented 
willi  the  gold  spoiiii  L^ixen  to  re.ii  dan^hlers, 

.Miss  .'Vbigail  I  .ed\  ai.l  o|  Sonihold.  I  1,. 
great  gi'and  nieci'  o|  I'.niny  I.edvard.  is  an 
lioiKjrary  nu-inln'i  ol  (Hir  eliajiler, 

.\l;iin'  hisloiica-l  ^|iots  li.ive  been  \i-ited.  l^'ne 
trip  which  stands  out  in  boM  lelief  is  that 
to  Lebanon,  ('oiin,   jnne   17.   iSo'i.  b\-  invita- 


■  ;  "J  ■/  ' 
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tion  of  tlie  S.  A.  \i.  to  (K'dicate  the  hroiize  tah- 
Icl  in  Lhc  link'  old  war  ollicc  in  lonathan 
'rrumhuirh  grocery  store. 

Article  jnd  nf  the  eonsLilution  reads:  "'i'6 
promote  as  an  object  ul  priniar}-  importance, 
instituLionb  lor  the  yeneial  dillUbion  of  knowl- 
edge," a  qiiolalion  iVom  \\  ashmgtou's  will. 
Under  tins  heading  we  place  lirst,  as  iiomage 
to  the  di.-Dlinguibhed  author,  a  contribuliou  to 
the  "A'ational  Universit)  '  fund  oi  W  abhiiig" 
ton.  Lonirilnitionb  to  liie  Southern  Liduca- 
tioiial  Abbociation  lor  the  education  of  the 
mountain  wlutcb;  lor  a  acholarship  oi  the 
Connecticut  Literar}-  iir-^titule  at  bullield,  and 
two  prizes  to  the  i\l3btic  high  .schools  for  the 
best  historical  cbsa)  s  on  the  battle  of  Grotoii 
Heights,  ha\  e  been  given. 

ihe  iusigiiia  ol  the  iJaugliters  is  a  seal  of 
American  womanhood,  it  immediateiy  es- 
tablishes a  bond  between  the  wearers  reach- 
ing out  to  sociabilil}  and  good  fellowship; 
consecjueutly  this  chapter  has  alwa^'s  extended 
most  Cordial  welcome  to  an}'  visiting  iJaugli- 
ler  m  tuis  commuml)  and  is  ai\va\b  pleased  to 
be  addressed  b)  lier  on  the  work  oi  her 
liome  chapter,  i' rom  time  to  time  iiiey  have 
given  Lo  some  prominent  uihcial  lo  whom  tiie} 
wished  Lo  ini}  ineir  respects,  receplions  reach- 
ing tiiroiigli  ihe  state  to  each  chapter  regent 
or  lier  relHeacntatue.  bucli  honor  was  paid 
Mrs.  Deij.  Ivandnlph  iMcni,  .^tate  regent,  uii 
two  occasions,  to  Airs.  Sarah  i  .  ivinney,  state 
regent;  to  Airs.  Agnes  (.Aiartin;  Deiinison, 
vice-president  general  til  national  society  and 
previously  registrar  general;  to  Airs.  iJonald 
AlcLean,  regent  oi  iNew  York  Cit)-  cha[)ter 
and  later  to  her  as  [iresideiit  general  of  the 
national  .buciety. 

These  were  one  and  .ill  brilliant  functiDiis 
made  so  by  artistic  decorations  of  (lags,  the 
insignia,  flowers,  rcjses  and  ferns,  gorgeous 
loliagej  music,  beautiiul  gowns,  gentle  women, 
liieir  husbands  and  sons,  with  eiitertaiumenl  nf 
wit,  wisdom,  ami  daiiils  relreslimenls. 

riien  tlu'iL'  have  bn  ii  ihe  man\  calls  for  gen- 
erous thinking  nl  other-,  les^  h  )rl uiiali'.  'I'lu' 
"Margari'l"  fund  i~  pul  a-idi'  fur  llu'  yearl\ 
dne-^  of  anv  one  lempoiaiily   nn  |i  h  t  unate,  su 
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making  her  mem])ership  a  burden.  From  this 
fund  is  quietly  handed  the  amount  recpiired 
and  110  i)ublicity  attends  its  paynieiit.  The 
ilower  tund  is  a  pemiy  collection  each  month 
to  furnish  llowers  to  the  sick  of  their  number. 
There  was  the  call  in  'y.S  for  Injspital  shirts 
lor  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  and  sailors  of 
Ihe  Spanisii-American  war.  'Ihe  response 
was  the  forwarding  oi  eighty  shirts,  and  a 
quantit)-  of  comfort  bags  so  much  needed. 

Alarch  17,  iiSyy,  came  a  call  for  ci>iitributions 
towards  a  monument  for  Aliss  Kulinia  Wal- 
worth, daughter  of  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
iJ.  iV.  i<.  This  heroine  contracted  disease 
while  nursing  the  sick  of  the  Spanisli  war  ior 
vviiom  she  laid  down  her  young  hie.  Aione} 
has  irequentl}  been  given  to  eiderl}'  need}' 
members.  A  donation  was  made  toward  a 
loving  cup  to  our  state  regent,  Airs,  ^sarah 
i\iiiney,  ior  long  and  loving  service.  She  most 
generously  turned  the  siuii  at  once  into  tlie 
"continental  iiall  iund. 

.An  appeal  came  from  a  Aiemphis,  ieiin., 
chapter,  aslving  )or  a  doll  lor  a  bazaar  lo  be 
held  to  raise  iiione)  lor  a  monument  to  the 
daughier  ol  i'alrick  tJeiiry.  i  I113  cail  was  also 
listened  to  and  Atiss  t'anii}'  L^edj  cii  d  b}'  name, 
beaulilully  garbetl  in  lyth  ceiitui}  cosiunie  ol 
blue  siik  gown,  black  satin  coat  irimnied  with 
dainty  lace,  and  white  LjaiiisUoro  hat  oi  white 
chilion  and  velvet  started  on  her  mission  to 
Aiemphis  escorted  by  Air.  Adams  iixpress. 
Other  Contributions  are  to  the  Aew  London 
County  Historical  Societ)'  towards  the  Shaw 
Alansioii,  iXew  London;  iirotuu  Annex;  .\a 
than  iiale  school  house;  i-ranco  Aleniorial 
iund;  Young  Mens  I  hristian  .Association; 
jellies  ior  Lloslon  ilospilal;  i'^lUwortli  I  lome- 
stead,  Windsor;  ilartiord  ilridge  celebialioii; 
baiiny  L'rosijy's  birtluhi}'  present;  and  mem- 
bership and  dues  oi  an  iinalul  .b.  .\.  K.  Two 
successive  }ears  general  literature,  periodicals 
and  games  were  given  lor  the  soldiers  at  hori 
Terry,  I'lnmb  Island,  ami  I'oii  .Maiislield, 
\\  atcli  llill,_l\.  I.  An  appoi  tionmeni  for  the 
(  'onneclicul  colnnni  m  (  Unliuenlal  11, dl  was 
given,  niakuiL;  llie  whole  amount  couinbuled 
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for  the  Continental  Hall  fund  to  date  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  dollars.  A  heartfelt  tribute 
to  our  martyred  and  lamented  president,  Wm. 
McKinley,  was  written  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Bur- 
rows, and  forwarded  by  the  chapter  to  his 
sorrowing'  widow. 


And  with  before  us,  the  womanly  kindness 
of  our  patron  saint  whose  deeds  have  raised 
the  most  enduring  memorial,  the  Fanny  Led- 
>  ard  chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  strives  1)y  her  work  and 
deeds  to  do  her  honor,  and  also  the  country 
which  she  pledges  to  sustain. 
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West  Mystic 


By  HORACE  CLIFT 


l':ST  AfYSTIC  in  the  town  of  Groton 
has  an  area  of  aljont  two  miles 
si|nare.  It  extends  from  tlie  river 
on  the  east  tt)  I'^ort  Hill  on  the 
west.  ( )n  the  east  side  it  extends 
from  lleebe's  cove  at  the  foot  of  Devil's  i'oot 
Mill  to  near  I'orter's  Rocks  on  the  north  ;  and  on 
the  west  side  from  the  llnrrows"  cemeter)'  on 
]"ort  Hill,  north  along  the  Flanders  road  to 
the  old  post  road. 

This  section  was  the  home  of  the  Pequot 
Indians  wdien  New  T'lngland  began  to  be  set- 
tled 1)}'  the  white  race.  I'\irt  Mill  and  Peqnot 
Hill  are  noted  as  being  their  strongholds. 

'J'he  rngged  crags  near  the  ri\  er  on  the  north 
known  as  Porter's  Kocks  are  liistoric  as  being 
the  resting  ])lace  of  the  allied  forces  nnder 
C'apt.  John  ]\lason  the  night  before  the  attack 
on  the  Pequot  fort  in  May,  i^>37- 

A  few  years  after  that  decisive  l^attle  the 
settlement  of  the  section  began.  Robert  Bur- 
rows, John  Packer,  John  Fish,  and  Robert 
Park  are  named  as  first  settlers,  1652-5.  The 
Park  family  locatetl  at  first  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river.  I'rom  that  time  until  near  the  year 
1800  this  territory  was  occupied  and  owned 
chiefly  by  the  llnrrows.  Packer,  h^ish,  and 
Park  families.  Descendants  of  these,  from 
tnue  to  time  have  been  honored  with  the  chief 
offices  in  the  town  of  (iroton  and  they  have  in 
turn  proved  an  honor  to  the  town.  Soiue  of 
the  descendants  have  become  men  of  high 
repute  in  the  nation. 

In  1800,  and  for  a  number  of  years  later 
there  were  no  puldic  liigluvays  in  W  est  Mys- 
tic excepting  the  route  fiom  the  ferry  to  i'"orl 
Mill,  through  I 'o(|uonn<  ick  to  (iroton  lianl-:, 
which  was  laid  out  very  early  to  facilitate  in- 
tercourse; and  the  h'landers  mad  opened  in 
1748,  running  from  I'Orl  Mill  north  tu  the  old 
post  road  and  Stark's  Mill.  With  these  two 
exceptions  the  travelled  routes  were  pent  wa\s 
with  "ates  or  bars. 


The  ferry  was  established  not  li)Ug  after  the 
first  settlements,  with  Rubert  I'.urrows  ferry- 
man.   At  one  time  there  appears  to  have  been 


a  ferry  Irom  the  half  \\a\  honso  (so  called)  at 
lln'  nari'ows,  ii\er  l"  w  tierr  llie  IMm  (iro\c 
(uncliT\  now  i^;  but  llu  chu  l  rmuc  was  Iiimu 
the  west  side  ol  llu'  ii\rr  acicss  to  I'lsiul  Toint 
I'U  (he  .Sii  m  i  ngli  m  M(U  from  whence  the  rn.ul 
cinlinned  thn>n''h  that  t')wn.     This  old  ronle 
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thruugh  from  New  London  is  said  to  have 
l.>een  called  the  King's  Highway. 

In  1805,  Silas  Beebe  a  native  of  VVaterford 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  and  located  at  Devil's 
Foot  Hill.  Tliis  title  had  been  given  because 
of  the  natural  imprint  of  a  foot  in  a  rock  on 
the  hill.  The  piece  of  rock  as  blasted  some 
years  ago  is  now  in  the  rooms  of  the  C'ountv 


STKECT  SCENK 


Historical  Society.  Mr.  lleelje  married  Han- 
nah Rathbun,  sister  of  L'apt.  l^lislia  Ivathbun 
then  living  east  near  the  ri\er.  Later  on  he 
made  purchases  until  his  land  Inddings 
amoiuited  to  nearly  three  hundred  acres, 
reaching  west  to  the  fotjl  of  LVjrt  Mill.  He 
was  a  sea  captain  and  was  engaged  in  the 
coasting  trade  from  to   1830   when  he 

became  connected  with  Jedediali  Randall  in 
the  whaling  business.  The  cove  ne.xl  south 
of  Capt.  lieebe's  residence  by  common  con- 
sent bears  his  name.  I  lis  first  wife  had  died 
and  in  1813  he  married  N'ancy  llreed.  He  (iied 
May,  1863,  at  the  age  of  83. 

Jedediali  Randall  wa>  boiii  in  .N'orwicli,  April, 
1773,  and  moved  to  Mystic  in  1807.  flis  wife 
\»/as  Mary  Burrows,  daughter  (jf  Lev.  .Silas 
Burrows,  who  owned  the  l'"iirt  Mill  farm.  Me 
located  at  the  ferry  laiuling  with  (  apt.  Ldward 
F'acker  whose  wife  was  RrudcncH-  ( 'l■ar^■  a  Cdii- 
nection  of  Mr.  i\andall.  \  general  pin\isiiiii 
store  was  ke])|  here,  and  sea  going  \  essels  were 
built  a  little  south  f|-(im  I  he  residence.  The 
trolley  |)owei-  buildings,  stand  imi  these 
grounds,  .Mr,  Ramlall  purchased  frnm  ('apt. 
Packer,   besides   the   buihliin's,   a    mmibei    1  d' 


acres,  extending  ujj  the  hill  where  the  Mystic 
and  Noank  library  building  is,  \o  where  his 
son,  Isaac,  some  }  ears  afterwards  built  his  res- 
idence. He  continued  the  store  business  and 
in  1810  began  building  vessels.  Mr.  Landall 
also  engaged  e.\tensi vel)'  in  the  whaling  busi- 
ness until  he  retired  in  1834,  his  sons  succeed- 
ing him.-  At  the  time  of  his  retirement  from 
business  he  was  the  wealthiest  resident  of 
Mystic.     He  died  in  januar},  1851. 

Li  1805,  Amos  Clift,  a  sea  captain  who  was 
1,'Orn  in  I-^reston,  i.)urchased  the  farm  of  Na- 
than liurrows.  Me  had  married  as  second  wife 
in  1798,  Thankful  Denison,  da\ighter  of  Isaac 
and  Eunice  Williams  Denison  acros^  the  ri\  er 
in  Stonington,  who  was  als(.»  a  cnuvin  df  hi^ 
first  wife  b.sther  William.-^,  huth  beicig  con 
nections  of  .\m_\  and  Sarah  \\  illiams  the  suc- 
cessive vvi\es  of  Xathan  P)Urrows.  The  farm 
extended  from  the  west  end  of  the  present 
trolley  and  draw  bridge,  north  along  the  river 
to  land  of  Capt.  ('ieorge  hddredge,  a  noted 
river  and  coast  pilot,  whose  wife  was  Mainiali 
I'.urrows,  a  niece  of  .Xathan,  and  west  up  Pe- 
tpiot  Mill,  to  near  where  the  monument  now 
other  tract  of  land  next  west  of  this  of  (^ieorge 
stands.     A   little  later  ('apt.   ("lift   bought  an- 


1,1 )( )i\ I N( .     \s I'  1  i;(  01  I  II  1:  i;ki  I X .  1: 


I'isli,  ri'.aclnng  to  the  brook  west  of  Pe(|not  Mill, 
riie  I'mirow-.  lioii-.e  wa-  l.dscii  ilown  .iiid  a 
new  one  built  aioiiiid  iln'  chimiiex  which  was 
left  slaniliiig.  In  iho-r  d.i\-  a  well  luiill  chim- 
iie\  w  ith  the  lari^e  lirepl.ice-.  ,iiid  baking  o\  en 
was  ;in  imporl.iiii  fe.iiure,  I'Ik-  house  still 
■>;:iinL.      rile  liiiildiiiL;   which  i.iken  down 
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i,>  thought  tu  ha\c  been  luiilt  b>'  the  grand- 
father of  Nathan,  who  was  Juhn  2d,  grandson 
of  Robert  Jinrrovvs,  a  Hrst  settler. 

At  the  time  the  chininev  was  buiU  the  Bur-'' 
rows  farm  extended  frum  ihe  irulle)'  (h'aw 
bridge  north  to  the  to])  of  ( Ireat  Mill  l)y  the 
Peace  Meeting  grove,  and  west  from  these 
I'oints  to  top  of  Pequot  Hill,  the  house  being 
quite  near  the  center.  It  is  a  tradition  in  the 
l.'iurrows  and  Packer  families,  which  the 
writer  also  heard  his  grandmother  relate  as 
fact,  that  after  the  great  snowstorm  in  the 
winter  of  1740-41,  the  valley  east  of  the 
house  being"  filled  with  snow  and  banked 
against  the  ledge  and  house,  Desire  Packer 
Jiurrows,  mother  of  Nathan,  slid  from  the 
chamber  window  of  the  residence  in  a  huge 
chopping  tra)'  o\er  the  ri\-er  to  near  the  Den- 
ii'on  mansion. 

Another  episode  related  by  the  same  per- 
son perhaps  it  may  be  pardonable  to  relate. 
In  one  of  his  voyages,  1807-08,  her  husband 
had  been  gone  so  long  without  being  heard 
from,  it  was  thought  by  some  that  he  was  lost 
at  sea,  but  she  had  believed  lie  would  return. 
Pier  father  Isaac  Denison  was  with  her.  A 
dog  which  Capt.  Clift  had  left  at  home  com- 
menced barking  in  an  unusual  manner  one 
morning,  continually  looking  up  the  hill.  It 
Icept  acting  so  strangely  that  her  father  said 
to  her:  "1  believe  Amos  is  coming  home,"  and 
before  noon  they  saw  him  riding  horseback 
down  the  old  bridle  path.  Pie  had  taken  a 
cargo  of  oil  aiul  fish  to  Portleaux,  and  tlien 
taken  a  freight  for  Caracas.  Then  as  in  more 
recent  years  Venezuela  was  in  a  revolutionary 
state,  his  vessel  was  seized  and  he  and  his 
crew  were  detained.  He  succeeded  in  clear- 
ing himself  and  crew  and  reaching  New  l.on- 
don.  It  proved  to  be  an  unjust  seizure  and 
after  some  delay  they  were  indemnified. 

Nathan  liurrows  had  made  two  trii)s  to  Bos- 
ton with  his  oxen  during  the  l\e\<)lulion  with 
provisions  for  the  patrinl  army,  llis  brolher 
John  was  an  t)fil"icer  in  tlie  war.  Me  mo\'ed  in 
Chenango  Co.,  New  York,  where  he  died  in 
180S,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  lie  has  Ac- 
scendants  in  New  York,  Phode  Island  and 
ConnecticiU,   one  of  llnin   being   ihe  present 


prosecuting  attorney  for  the  town  of  Groton. 
Amos  Clift  died  in  i8i8  at  the  age  of  fifty,  the 
same  year  that  the  first  bridge  across  the  ri\'er 
was  being  built,  and  High  street  from  the 
New  Pondon  road  to  Ihirnett's  Corners 
opened. 

RTLSir^EN'lS  IN  1800. 

Nurlh  uf  die  Burrows  farm,  iiieiitiuned,  was  that  of 
Elam  Burrows,  wliose  wife  was  Sarah,  a  daughter  of 
Isaac  Denison.  Next  nortli  and-  extending  west  over 
Pequot  Hill  were  the  farms  of  Sands  Fish,  and  wife 
'Bridget  Gallup,  and  Roswell  Fish,  and  wife  Isabel 
Phelps.  North  from  them  were  Josepli  Park,  Jr., 
wife  Abigail  Ecclestone;  Beriah  Grant,  wife  Nancy 
Burrows;  and  William  Smith,  wife  Abigail  Willes, 
whose  mother  was  Abigail  Park.  Joseph  Park  erected 
a  grist  mill  on  the  brook  near  his  residence.  North 
of  the  Smith  farm  was  land  of  Wait  and  Thomas 
Wells  in  the  Old  Mystic  section,  with  Rose  ATason 
(colored)  living  near  the  line. 

West  from  the  Smith  farm  were  the  farms  of  Paul 
Burrows,  wife  Catherine  Haley;  Samuel  Park,  wife 
Dolly  Chappell ;  Natiianicl  Park,  wife  Phebe  Burrow  s. 
West  from  these,  and  extending  over  to  the  north  end 
of  the  Flanders  road,  were  Shepherd  Cottrell,  wife 
Mary  Wilcox;  John  Branian,  wife  Polly  Park;  Den- 
nis Burnett,  wife  Polly  No\  es ;  Peter  Reed  (colored), 
wife  Irene,  on  land  of  Tliomas  Wells;  and  Nathaniel 
.\'iies;  besides  Elisha  Nile.s,  and  wife  Sarah. 

South  from  the  Niles  land  was  the  farm  of  Holmes, 
Sylvester,  and  Philena  Walworth  (not  married)  whose 
father,  Sylvester  Walworth,  was  killed  m  the  battle  at 
Fort  (3riswokl  1781.  East,  and  between  their  farm  and 
Pequot  Hill,  was  Thomas  F'ish  and  also  the  saw  and 
grist  mill  with  dwelling  house  then  owned  by  him  and 
later  by  Edward  McGuire  until  abandoned.  South 
from  the  Walworth  farm  was  that  of  Dea.  Simeon 
Smith,  wife  Eunice;  east  and  also  south  of  him  the 
farm  of  George  I'lsh,  wife  Sarah  Hinckley;  and  un 
the  west  side  of  the  highway,  the  farm  with  tanyartl 
uf  Zebediah  Gates,  wife  Eunice  Packer;  second  wife 
Mercy  Denison. 

South  frdUi  the  (iates  and  Smith  farms  were  Charles 
Gard,  wife  Bethany;  Benjamin  11. ill,  wife  Huldah  ; 
Nathan  Mix,  wile  Pliebe;  Baker  family  ;  Joseph  Crumb, 
wife  Eunice  'lift,  daughter  of  Solomon  Tift;  William 
Middleton,  wife  I.nc\-  Walworlh,  daughter  of  S\l\-es- 
ter  Walworth;  Cheel  family;  Moses  Latham,  wife 
Leonora  Smith;  William  Latham,  wife  Sabra  Ash- 
bey;  he  was  wounded  in  the  battle  at  hurt  Griswold. 

On  the  Fort  llill  farm,  living  south  of  the  present 
(own  house,  w.is  l\e\',  Silas  Burrows,  wile  .\lar\ 
Smith,  second  wife  Phebe  (Denison)  Smith.  A  Utile 
west  of  h'ort  llill  liveil  Sannul  Edgcouib,  wife  Kaclul 
Copp ;  and  also  Solummi    l  ifl.  l'"unice   nin  i  iiw>. 

I'.olli  (il  these  men  were  in  the  baiUe  in  17S1  F.asi 
from  the  Flanders  di-'triel,  along  the  New  London 
road  were  Charles  I'.Lckei,  wife  Abigail  Latham;  John 
Idsh,  wife  1  lannah  lirusli  ;  Ivlislia  Packer,  wife  l.uc> 
.Smilh;  l.odowick  I'.u  Li  r.  wife  Delight  .Ashhes' ;  .\l,i 
son  Packer,  wife  Amv  Burrows;  JdSi'pli  I'.uker, 
wife  I  lannah  I'.ieki  r,  lunrge  .\shln\,  wifr  t'allu-- 
riiie  I'acker;  Fdw. ml  I'.ukii',  (land  sold  to  jrdediah 
K.iiulall)  ;  and  I'  luirl  r.iinuw'.,  wifr  Kesia  Khoiles. 

I''.:ist  of  Fori  llill  .Mid  ■Miiiili  nl  ilu-  New  London 
rcjad,    Sylvester  •  1  l.iik,  \|iln    Gates;  F'.bene/er 

l'"ish,  wife  i.ydi.i  kisli,  (,uu-  nf  the  n;ime  of  l'".henczer 
I'ish  was  ill  ilir  li.iiih-  (.1  Sipiembii.  17S1.  Mien's 
History);  CliesU'r  I  iuh,  wife  Hehor.di  Packer,  Sam 
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uel  Burrows,  Lemuel  Ijurrows,  wife  Nancy;  Daniel 
Eldredge,  wife  Phel)c ;  he  \va>  in  the  battle  at  Fort 
Griswold;  Joseph  Ashbey,  wife  Alary  Burrows;  El- 
dredge Packer,  wife  Sabrina  Packer;  Guy  E.  Burrows, 
wife  Fanny  Eldredge;  Jolui  Packer,  wife  Hannah  Gal- 
lup; he  was  in  war  i>f  tlie  Kex  uhuion  ;  Joshua  Packer,/ 
wife  Phebe  Packer;  and  on  the  Noaiik  line,  Levi  Spi- 
cer,  wife  Prudence  Palmer. 

i\t  the  soutli  part  of  (l(ial  I'uint  was  Lalliam  l'"itch, 
wife  Waity  I'urrows;  l''.li>ha  Rathl)un,  wife  Lucre- 
tia  Parker;  next  iiDrlh,  X'.iihan  Ingham,  wife 
Experience  h'ish.  Norih  of  th.il  section  was  Isaac 
Park,  wife  j\lary  Billingh;ias ;  iSenjaniin  Packer,  wife 
Mary  Aliddleton;  Davitl  Lewis,  wife  L3dia  Tift;  Ca- 
leb Tufts,  wife  Rebecca  I'urrows;  WilHani  .Muriihy, 
wife  Mary  Park;  William  iJouglass,  wife  Ann;  Jo- 
seph Park,  wife  Lucy  I'aeker;  /\sa  Willis,  wife  Debo- 
rah Burrows;  Daniel  Packer,  wife  llaimah  liurrows; 
he  lix'ed  where  his  great  grandson,  Charles  C.  Packer, 
now  lives.  Soutli  from  tlie  residence,  \essels  had  been 
built.  Next  north  was  hdaiii  Packer,  wife  Catherine 
l-'idias. 

North  of  the  ferr_\  landing  was  the  residence  of  An- 
thony Wolfe,  wife  .Mar\-  I'ddredye.  He  was  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  In  the  lionse  east  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank  building  was  Jonathan  Wheeler,  wife 
Nancy  Thompson.  I  lis  father,  L.ester  Wheeler,  was 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  also  her  father,  Wm. 
'i  hompson.  When  the  bridge  was  built  in  1818  this 
house  was  owned  by  Ambrose  11.  Grant,  wife  Philura 
lirown  ;  east  of  the  residence  was  an  open  cove  run- 
ning up  to  where  the  l'"piscopal  church  building  now 
siaiuls.  d  lie  cove  was  most!_\-  lilled  thirty  \ears  ago 
with  gravel  Ihjated  in  on  scows  of  Caiit.  '1  hos.  Wil- 
liams, worked  by  Daniel  h'isher. 

This  list  of  residences  at  that  period  is  be- 
lieved to  be  fairly  acctirate;  there  may  be  a  few 
f.iiinteiitionally  left  otit.  Assistance  has  been 
oiven  by  some  who  ha\'e  knowledi^e  of  their 
ancestors. 

With  the  brid^'e  across  the  river  and  the 
opening  of  Hit^h  street.  West  Alystic  began  to 
grow  as  a  village,  lleing  tlirectly  connected 
with  the  east  side  of  the  river  there  was  also  a 
corresponding  growtli  of  ])( )|)tilatii >n  on  each 
side.  The  btiilding  of  \essels  of  different 
grades  and  si/.es  wdiicli  engaged  in  fishery  and 
merchant  trade  witli  nearb\'  and  distant  l)ort^, 
owned  and  manned  !>)■  residents,  together  with 
tlie  whaling  l)nsiness  caused  a  rapid  growth 
for  a  time. 

The  highway  from  the  west  end  of  the 
bridge  around  b\'  the  machine  winks  lo  iho 
New  Ijondon  road  was  opened  when  llie 
bridge  was  built.  Tlu'  mad  ln'lwecn  Mystic 
and  Noank  was  opt'iied  m  tS,^,V  I  lie  river 
road  from  West  .\l\slic  to  (  )ld  .\l\slic  was 
ojjened  in  iX.S.^  I'lie  mad  on  the  easl  side 
of  the  river  (o  (  )ld  .Myslic  is  ohh'r.  JJic  hi,t;li 
way  from  lli.Ljh  slrecf  |o\v;irds  (  eiilie  (irolmi 


known  as  the  Alden  Fish  road,  the  West 
?\lystic  avenue,  Pequot  Hill  avenue  and  then 
the  Roswell  Brown  road  from  the  Alden  Fish 
road  through  to  the  Noank  road  followed  in 
succession.  Besides  these  there  are  a  number 
of  short  routes  and  cross  streets  whicli  have 
lieen  (Ji)ened.  'i  he  |)ost  office  on  the  west  side 
was  called  I'ortersville  for  a  ntimber  of  years 
ontil  about  1844,  it  was  chatiged  to  Mystic 
K'iver. 

Jn  1848  the  three  brothers  Isaac,  William, 
and  Silas  l'>.  Randall  with  Wm.  1'.  Smith, 
Nathan  Chapman  and  Leonard  W.  .\forse 
formed  and  started  the  "  Reliance  Machine 
C'ompan}-,"  the  first  of  dimensions  in  the  town 
of  tiroton.  They  built  tip  a  large  Intsiness 
which  flourished  until  the  Civil  war  came  on. 
The  btisiness  was  largel)'  in  cotton  gins  and 
machinery  for  the  southern  states.  .Slow  pay- 
ments f(jr  their  goods  at  that  time  embarrassed 
them,  and  the  company  was  obliged  to  suc- 
ctiiid).  Alachine  business  has  been  continued 
here  and  the  extensive  fire  proof  btiildings  of 
the  Standard  Machinery  C'omi)any  now  doing 
a  large  Ijusiness  occupy  the  same  grounds. 
The  tract  of  land  east  of  West  Mystic  dei)ot 
feeing  connected  with  botli  de])ot  and  ri\er, 
has  rare  l)tisiness  facilities.  llefore  and  din- 
ing the  war,  ship  buihling  was  carried  on 
here  by  the  firm  of  .\laxson,  h'ish  and  C'o. 
which  included  vessels  for  the  government. 

The  I  lolmes  .Motor  Works  now  located 
near  the  former  shipyard  are  doing  an  exten- 
s;\'e  business  in  building  line  v  aclit^  equipped 
with  engines  ol  theii'  own  mauufaclure.  .\ 
new  firm  has  recently  started  business  here 
east  of  the  dei)ot,  tinder  the  name  of  W  est 
Mystic  Manufacturing  Lm.  Thc\  .ire  build- 
ing boats  and  motors.  JJic  (  iilbcrt  l'rans|)(ir- 
lalion  to.  with  laij^e  shipping  iiileicsts,  which 
located  In  .Myslic  wilhin  a  low  \ears,  ha\c  a 
yard  for  buildiug  and  n-|iaiiiiii4  s,iiiih  of  .Main 
street,  by  the  wcs|  end  nl  the  briilqc.  Tluw 
are  alsn  nnw  orcup\ iii^^  ilu-  I'oi-mer  shi]i\arc! 
"II  the  soiilh  siiP.  ,,|'  I'isiid  I'miU,  cast  df  the 
river,  wheii'  llic\  ;irc  buildm,^;  xessfls.  I"lu\ 
lia\e  liiniislud  ciiiph  i\ nuiii  inr  in;m\  pcisniis 
I'he  lai\L;i-  loirrsimv  bhu-k  iW  -l.nes  ami 
I'llices  creeled  1)\  ihciii  i  a  decide]  .1111,1111011! 
o>  Iho  \illage. 
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On  the  west  side  of  I'rarl  street'  Ijy  the  ledge 
there  was  foriiierl)'  loealed  a  inaiuifaetijry  for 
wayuiis,  carria.^es,  ete.,  by  L'harles  Johnson 
and  Khsha  Denison.  Hesides  (he  local  trade, 
business  wat^ons  were  shipped  throu.^h  ayents 
to  California  dnrin^"  the  l;o1i1  di^eovery  period. 
I.ater  the  bnil(Hn.^^  bnrned  down.  The  Mystie 
(iranite  and  Marble  Co.,  nf  AleCaughey  Bros., 
and  also  the  .Melvin  lilaekMnith  works,  are  now 
loeated  the  L^ronnd^.  .\  little  north  of  this 
is  the  carriai^e  shop  of  Lharles  II.  |ohns(Mi, 


Inisiness  from  before  California  times  until  af- 
ter the  war  ])eriod.  I'^ast  from  the  sho]j  was 
the  Randall  store  managed  b\'  I) wight  Ashbe)', 
Miuth  from  the  blaehsmith  was  the  store  of 
Sime(jn  Fish  antl  Sem  for  many  years,  and  then 
j.  T.  liatty,  L'ounty  Commissioner,  south  of 
the  store  the  eoal  vards  of  ilenjamin  Murrows, 
and  further  along  b\'  the  ri\er  wdiere  now  is 
the  Kelsy  Coal  C\).,  there  had  been  for  some 
years  a  store  kept  b)-  Josei)h  S.  .\\'ery.  West 
from  the   Ihirrows  coal   \artl.  bs-   the  Xoauk 


TIIK  ri'lil.lC  l,llil!.M!Y 


a   son   of  the    former  builder.     West   of  this     ro.ad   is  (.'hapman's     blaeksmith     and  rejiair 
1'].  Alarston    h)rmerl\'  worked  the  ijuarr)'  and 
also  had  monumental  works. 

Near  the  north  end  of  I 'earl  street  before 
the  Civil  war,  was  a  shipNard  where  a  mnn- 
her  (){  vessels  were  l)nih  b\'  Jnhn  .\.  loirsylli     shop  al   llial   hme   was  an   hnirl,   sim-e  bmned 
and  v..  Morgan.    This  is  nnw  ueeupied  l)\'  res-  down. 


simp.  .South  Iroin  thi>  imi  the  corner  acio--s 
lln'  shH'ci  in  1S50  was  liu'  sloie  of  Albert  C. 
Mark,  in  which  was  ihe  .Mv^lic  Uner  jiosl 
DfVu'e.     .\   lillle  til  ihc  rear  of  ilu'  black-mith 


ideuces  and  by  the  t  'ln'uey  (ilobe  Woi'ks.  (  )u 
tlie  location  where  now  staiuls  the  oiiici'  build 
iiig  of  the  (  Irolon  and  .Sioningp  )ii  Trolle\-  t  o., 
Lyman   I)udley  did  an  e\tensi\i'  blacksmith 


.Main  street,  liom  the  biidge  wi'st,  is  now 
the  chief  1  In 'rougii  hu  e  for  sioros  and  otiices. 
(  >n  the  north  -idc  nr\i  In  the  biiilge  is  Ui\er- 
-ide   block',  (  eiilial    ll.dl  building    with  stori.> 
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and  offices,  the  drui;'  store  which  Dr.  F".  M. 
.Manning"  occnj^ied  a  half-century  ago,  and  in 
the  next  building  at  that  time  was  the  hat  and 
cap  ftirnishing  store  of  Chescbro  and  Da\'is./ 
Then  the  1.  W.  i)cnison  tV  C"o.  block,  where 
had  been  A.  <\.  Wolf,  blacksmith;  the  Ketch- 
um  block,  l)uckle}''s  block  with  hall,  at  the 
east  end  of  which  stood  the  shop  and  office 
of  the  spar  and  block  contractors,  W  illiam, 
John  and  Oliver  Batty,  who  kept  the  cove 
vv'hich  then  extended  from  their  building 
nearly  to  where  the  Episcopal  church  building 
now  stands, — well  filled  with  s]iars  for  masts, 
etc.,  of  various  sizes.  It  was  in  their  shop 
building,  then  vacated,  that  S.  W.  iluckley 
was  supplying  meats  fifty  years  ago.  At  that 
time,  next  west  \vas  A.  C.  Tift's  dry  goods 
store  and  the  present  K reiser  store  building. 
Further  west  is  the  National  Bank  building, 
established  over  a  half-century.  West  of  this 
is  W.  E.  Wheeler's  block,  where  then  was 
Roswell  Brown's  livery  stable,  north  of  wliich 
was  the  village  bakery. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  street,  wdiere  now 
is  the  bakery,  a  half-century  ago  1).  A.  Hall 
had  a  grocery  store.  East  is  lirown's  block, 
the  Braman  block,  Aver) 's  block,  Watrons' 
block,  Edgcomb's  block,  and  the  store  build- 
ing where  D.  N.  Prentice  then  had  a  grocery 
store  with  E.  A.  Morgan,  now  an  owner  in  Cen- 
tral Hall  block  and  other  interests,  as  clerk.  Xe.xt 
comes  the  (ulbert  bk^ick  with  stores,  offices, 
and  a  public  hall,  their  building  extending  to 
the  river.  Besides  these  there  is  also  thie 
I'earl  street  grocery,  farther  north  in  the  \'il 
lage. 

In  1850  the  only  stores  on  .Main  St.  west  of 
the  bridge  were:  On  the  north  side,  I'^iam 
Eldredge  and  lilldrcdge  Wolfe's  market,  1'". 
M.  Manning's  drug  store,  ().  I).  \'o\es'  fur- 
r:ishing  store  and  A.  C  'i'ifl's  dry  goods  store; 
on  the  south  side  were  Thomas  Williams' 
paint  shop,  Martin  Eawson,  tin  ^hop,  and  T). 

Prentice,  groceries.  In  (he  present  (1.  A. 
1^.  building-  on  Pearl  .St,  was  tln'  uiiderlakiug 
and  repair  shop  of  I).  I).  iMlgeondi  and  (iib 
bert  Morgan.  A  short  distance  north  were 
Thomas  and  Jesse  Eamphert',  dealers  in  lish 
and  oysters.  .At  Ihe  same  period  iht'  Messrs. 
(lallup  brothers,  James,  John  and  IJenadam,  car- 


penters, had  a  shop  and  lumber  yard  nn  the  east 
side  of  Gravel  St.  Previous  to  1850,  Amos  Clift, 
then  in  California,  had  lieen  a  builder  with  a  slioj) 
on  the  hill  where  his  father  had  liuill  his  resi- 
dence in  1805.  At  this  time  and  later,  llenry 
Latham,  an  old  resident  was  also  in  the  carpen- 
ter l)usiness,  his  shop  being  south  of  the  Xew 
London  road.  Also  there  were  (iurdon  .S.  Al- 
len and  Reuben  and  Roswell  Chapman.  .\  lit- 
tle later  were  C.  E.  Tufts,  J.  R.  Stark  and  J. 
.S.  Heath,  with  Calvin  Cromwell,  all  of  whom 
have  passed  away.  Connected  with  these 
l)uilders,  who  still  remain,  were  F.  B.  Mayo, 
.Vustin  Ciallu])  aiul  IC  K.  Wiliam.s,  t/i\il  war 
\  eterans.  On  the  east  side  some  younger  and 
still  active,  there  remain  W'illiam  Murphy  and 
Hiram  Clift.  Soon  after  1850  and  for  many 
\'ears  Asa  A.  Avery  and  son  .Allen  conducted 
an  undertaker's  and  furnitiure  business  on 
.Main  St.  It  should  ])e  rememljered  that  ni 
th(jse  days  there  were  master  mechanics  in 
mason  work,  Lanman,  Denison  and  Nelson 
Lamb,  Xathan  Lamb  and  h^dwin  and  W  illiam 
Slack. 

The  village  is  so  connected  that  business  on 
either  side  ati'ects  the  other.  (  hi  the  east  side 
a  half-century  ago  and  earlier  the  slii]))'ards 
of  ( ieorge,  Clark  and  1  homas  (ireenman;  of 
Charles  .Mallory  with  Mason  C.  Hill,  foreman; 
and  of  iK'Xter  Irons  and  (  ieorge  ( Iriiinell, 
\vere  each  di'iving  business.  .\t  the  lime  wlien 
ship  building  was  i)ros])erous  there  were  two 
sail  lofts;  one  on  the  east  side  of  the  ri\er  con- 
ducted by  Isaac  1).  t  'lill,  l)a\  id  W  eems  and 
l.hene/er  lleebe;  and  ini  the  west  side  1)\ 
(  iro\'er  (i.  King  and  (  iriswold  lleebe.  I  ).  (  ). 
Kichmond  and  Charles  I'.ldredge  were  i)i>at 
hnilders.  lulwin  1\.  Callnp.  tailor,  w.is  ])o-t- 
master.  The  lumber  \  ards  ol  bisepli  Collrell. 
and  coal  yards  of  Isaac  I).  Ilolmcs  were  liie 
(.liief  sources  of  supply  for  those  necessities. 
The  stores  were  those  of  1.  W  ,  Denison  \'  L'o. 
where  Thomas  L'.  l''ors\tli,  --inee  master  of 
merchant  x'essels,  was  cleik.  I  lns  store  had 
been  that  of  llo\sie  and  I'alnier;  ITIi,  who 

\i  ;is  probate  judge  lor  .Sionington,  ;ind  D.  D. 
.\l,dlory  \'  t  o.  I'.esidi's  these  there  was  a  con- 
l'eelioner\-  store  kept  b\  the  bridge  lender  ,il 
llie  east  end  ot  llie  luidge,  also  one  under  the 
old   hotel       The   bridge    was   freed    from  toll 
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rates  in  1S55.  T.  M.  Packer  and  Charles  Den- 
i;(Mi  were  in>iirance  agents. 

On  the  east  side  in  lireennuinville  section, 
tliere  is  a  hn-ge  wonlen  factory,  the  Mystic 
Manufactnriny"  C'o.,  which  lias  been  doing 
hnsiness  many  }  ears  ;  and  also  the  extensive 
Rossie  Velvet  .Mill  works.  A  little  to  the 
north  of  these  are  monumental  works,  and 
I'rovvn's  twine  and  rope  factory.  Not  far 
north  of  the  bridge,  by  the  river  side,  is  the 
manufactory  of  James  W.  Lalhro])  Co.,  doing 
a  large  business  in  mot(~ir  engines  for  all  spe- 
cies of  power.  (  )n  Pistol  Point  is  the  spool 
factory.  East  from  the  depot  is  Packer's  tar 
soap  factory  and  storehouse ;  and  a  little  be- 
yond, across  the  cove,  is  the  large,  new  bmlding 
of  the  Industrial  Co.'s  Ninigret  Mills.  South 
from  them  is  the  Wilcox  h^ertilizer  Works, 
now  well  established.  'Idiere  are  two  grain 
stores  on  the  east  side  of  the  ri\cr.  The  C  1^.. 
Tripp's  block,  the  Gates  and  .\c\vbury  block, 
and  the  Plotel  Hoxie  building  contain  stores 
and  offices.  The  hotel  was  built  by  Messrs. 
Tufts  and  Stark  about  i860  for  Mr.  P..  F. 
Irioxie.  It  stands  on  the  site  of  a  former  hotel, 
which  was  owned  by  Capt.  Xathaniel  Clift. 
The  Shore  Line  hotel  is  south  of  this,  and 
across  the  street,  west  from  the  Shore  Pine,  is 
the  auto  repair  shop.  The  Cottrell  Lumber 
Co.  occupies  the  old  luml)er  yard^.  "Phere 
was  formerly  a  sash  and  l~>lind  factory  near 
tlie  yard.  There  was  also  a  large  machine 
shop  built  r)n  Pisldl  Point,  which  was  unsuc- 
cessful and  was  changed  to  a  woolen  mill,  but 
finally  was  burned  down. 

Ox\  the  east  side  there  are  now  three  church 
buildings.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
was  organized  in  1835.  Tlie  first  pastor  was 
Rev.  \\'illiam  S.  Simmons.  ']"bc  |)rL-scnt  |)astor 
is  r\e\-.  C.  T.  i  latch.  The  ( ■ongregational 
church  was  organized  in  i85_'.  The  lirst  pastor 
was  i\ev.  Walter  R.  Long.  I'hc  j)rcsent  pastor 
i,  Rev.  V.  A.  Earnsliaw.  St.  I'alrick's  Ro- 
man C"atliolic' church  was  organized  with  Rev. 
P.  P.  Lalor  first  pastor  in  1870.  The  i)resent 
pastor  is  Rev.  C.  A.  Leddy.  This  church  has 
recently  dedicated  a  new  temple  of  worship. 
A  Scxenth  Da\'  Baptist  church  was  organized 
Jit  Greennian\illc,  on  (he  east  sidi',  in  1850 
with  Re\'.  Sherman  S.  (iriswold,  pastor  for  a 


number  of  years.  He  was  a  popular  clergyman 
in  the  village,  although  cjuite  outspoken  on  po- 
litical subjects,  but  that  was  an  era  of  decided 
opinions.  The  church  ceased  as  a  public  or- 
g.anization  three  years  since.  The  last  pastor 
was  Rev.  (.).  D.  Sherman. 

The  first  organized  church  within  the  lim- 
its of  West.  Mystic,  was  the  Second  Paptist 
church  of  Groton.  It  was  under  the  leadership 
of  Rev.  Silas  Burrows.  The  meetings  were 
held  mostly  at  his  dwelling  house  on  l-'ort  llill 
from  1765  until  after  the  war,  when  a  house 
of  worship  was  built  on  the  crown  of  the  hill 
north  from  his  residence,  and  known  as  the 
Port  11  ill  church.  There  occurred  a  number 
of  special  re\'i\'al  seasons  under  his  pastorate 
and  that  of  hi^,  son,  Rev.  Roswell  Rurrows, 
who  succeeded  him.  The  father  died  in  1818 
ai  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  and  the  sou  in 
1837,  aged  sixty-nine  years.  Roth  of  these 
]'ioneers  cjf  the  church  rest  in  the  yard  on  the 
crest  of  the  hill  by  the  scene  of  their  labors. 

Rev.  Ira  R.  Steward  followed  as  jiastor  un- 
til ill  1844,  a  new  house  of  worship  was  built 
at  Mystic.  Some  of  the  members  had  be- 
come connected  with  new  churches  started  at 
Groton  Rank  and  Noank.  Another  church 
was  already  established,  at  \Vest  Mystic, 
known  as  the  Mariners'  Free  church,  which 
vvas  for  a  time  alternately  occupied  by  minis- 
ters of  dift'erent  denominations  and  later  be- 
came the  Third  Raptist  church.  The  two 
b.ouses  of  worship  were  not  many  rods  apart 
and  in  1861  the  churches  became  united,  and 
the  buildings  were  connected  by  movingf  the 
Third  church  liuilding  a  lillle  to  the  rear,  and 
moving  that  of  the  .Seccjiid  church  uj)  to  the 
front  of  it.  They  became  the  Union  Raptist 
iliureli,  and  (he  house  was  dedicated  (  >ct.  9, 
|8()_>. 

.\flcr  the  rcmoxal  from  I'ort  llill  tci  the  new 
liouse  of  worshi|)  in  Mystie.  Rev.  llenrv  \\. 
Kiiaiip  was  ]-)astor  of  the  Second  church  fu  e 
years;  Rev.  Washington  Munger  three  \ears; 
Rev.  Ilarvey  .Silliman  two  year;^  ;  Rcw  |.  M. 
Phillips  four  years;  with  sujiplies  following 
his  pastorale  until  Ihe  union.  Rev.  P'rastus 
|)enison  was  the  'first  pastor  of  the  I'liird 
church  for  two  years,  and  w;is  followeil  bv 
l\e\.    |ohn    II     llaker  in    1837   for  two  years. 
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Rev.  Erasliis  Dciiison  was  aL;ain  pastor  fruiii 
April,  1839,  until  ,\|)ril,  1848;  1-Jcv.  Simon  II. 
liailey,  about  two  years;  i\c\-.  iM-anklin  A. 
Slater,  three  years:  lve\.  |.  L.  llolinan  one/ 
3-ear,  and  l\e\'.  William  C'atlicart  about  three 
years.  Rew  Asa  L'.  Ilrouson  suceeeded  in 
May,  1858,  until  the  two  churches  united,  and 
lie  was  pastor  of  the  I'nidu  church  until  his 
resignation,  taking  effect  Aj^iril  [,  i8(kj.  Re\-. 
Cieorge  L.  Hunt  was  pastor  from  Jan.  2,  1870, 
until  Jan.  2,  1881  ;  Rev.  Charles  11.  !\owe  from 
Oct.  1881  to  1884;  l-iev.  (ieorge  il.  .Miner 
from  July,  1884,  to  Alay,  181)3;  i\ev.  Archi- 
bald W'heaton  from  Septend^er,  1893,  t'^  Sep- 
tendjcr,.  1900  ;  Rev.  liyrtju  Ulric  liatfleld  from 


died.  In  July,  1896,  Elias  F.  Wilcox,  John  G. 
Packer  and  Louis  P.  Allyn  were  elected  dea- 
cons. 

St.  I\l ark's  E))isco])al  church  was  organized 
as  a  parish  in  b'ebruary,  1865,  Rev.  Lorenzcj 
Sears,  rector;  Daniel  W.  Denison,  senior 
warden;  l^oswell   IJruwn,  junior  warden. 

l\ev.  Air.  Searjs  was  rector  until  A])ril,  1866, 
;Mid  was  succeeded  by  Re\'.  \\  .  Ingram  Ala- 
gill,  wdio  was  rector  from  July,  i860,  until 
( Jctober,  1869.  lie  was  followed  by  Rev.  (J.  V. 
Starkey  from  December,  1869,  until  Decem- 
ber, 1872,  antl  Rev.  J.  1^.  S.  Pardee  from  Jan- 
uary, 1873,  to  Alay,  1881.  During  his  rector- 
shi])  the  churcli  Ijeing  free  from  debt  was  con- 


December,  1900,  to  Afarch,  1904;  l\ev.  Wel- 
come h^.  Pates,  the  jiresent  pastor,  since  Jul>, 
1904. 

The  deacons  of  the  Secdud  church  pre\ii)us 
to  the  union  were  I'^disha  Kathlnm,  Albert 
1-Mgecondj,  William  II.  Putter,  Dudley  Ldiese- 
bro.  Those  of  the  Third  church  were  II.  .\. 
I'ish,  Xathan  (i.  I'ish,  (  ieorge  .\.  Wright, 
Panman  Land).  The  PniMii  r>ai)tisl  church 
continued  X.  (1.  ImsIi,  .\lbeil  hldgcond),  W.  II. 
Potter  and  (i.  .\.  Wright.  In  |8()S  there  were 
chosen  as  .deacons  Ibnace  (  lill,  William  II. 
Smith,  John  (lallup  and  l.t'ander  Wilcox.  In 
1882  the  tirst  named  of  these  resii.;ne(l  the  ap 
1  ointment.  In  April,  iXSo,  U(.bci-t  I'.  Wilbur, 
J.  Alden  Kalhbun  and  lolin  (  ).  ImsIi  wcic 
elected.  Deacons  W  ni.  II.  Palter,  bihn  (  ial- 
hip,  Peander  Wilcox  and  J.  (  ).  I'ish  ha\e  since 


Kriscoi'.Ai.  ciirncn  .\ni>  sruicKT  scknk 

secrated  by  Pishup  W  illiaiu: 
cm   St.    .Mark's  (la_\-.    I\e\  .  W 
rector  three  years;         .  J.  .\. 
Uev.    Saumel    I  la 


April  25,  1873, 
I'.  Ilielbv  uas 
icl<ni  ir  one  \  ear  ; 
( MR'  \  i-ar  ;  Re\'.  J 1  i^ejil  1 
I  loo])er,  six  _\ears ;  l\e\'.  II.  P.  .Milchell,  two 
\  ears  ;  Ke\'.  lui^ene  (ui^ns,  three  years;  Rev. 
II.  P.  .Mitchell,  three  years;  Rev.  .\.  (.'.  Jones, 
llie  ])resent  rector,  seven  \  ears. 

dhe  h'irst  t  lunch  of  Phiisl,  .'^cienl  :--t.  .Miss 
(irace  W  .  I''dick.  lir^t  reader,  and  t  harles 
M.  Palham,  second  rt'ader,  have  a  hall  in  (iil- 
1  erl's  block.  Regular  ser\ ice->  are  ludd  .'^un 
(la\  innrning  and  W  ednesilay  exeuiui.;.  The 
I'eading  room  i->  t  i|)eii  d,iil\  . 

Ilefote  the  steam  c.u-~  were  rinnunL;,  lreii.;hl 
\' br(iu,L;lu  ill  >e^'^eP.  and  abonl  1S50  there 
weie  rt\L;ul,u  liiie^  ol  -^loop--  1  iinnuiL;  to  New 
\  iirk.  and  to  .\e\\   l  ondon  .m>l  Xorwiih. 
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It  can  l)c  seen  that  Alystic  has  become  quite 
a  business  centre,  and  there  apjjears  no  rea- 
son why  it  shonhl  nut  continue.  It  is  cen- 
trall}'  h)cate(l  between  X'ew  \'i>rk  and  ISosti^n. 
ft  has  a  i^dod  river  channel  connection  with 
the  sound  and  ocean.  The  Shore  I.ine  rail- 
road dejxHs  arc  Cduvenient  for  business,  travel 
and  shipments,  'idie  hnishing'  touch  for  con- 
venience of  travel  has  come  with  the  Groton 
and  Stonin_<>ton  Trolley  Company,  with  ex- 
press cars  for  freiL;ht.  Although  it  may  not 
be  classed  an  ideal  section  for  hit;h  grade 
farming,  there  being  some  rocks  and  ledges, 
yet  extra  good  crops  of  grain,  fruit  and  ber- 
ries have  been  raised.  U  has,  in  tjuite  recent 
years,  been  somewhat  noted  for  blooded  cat- 
tle. There  are  streaks  of  good  granite  in  a 
number  of  ledges  in  the  village  limits,  wliicli 
have  been  used  fur  building  jnn-poses. 

It  is  a  satisfaction  to  know  that  by  the  liber- 
ality of  a  gentleman  of  large  wealth,  wdio  has 
located  in  the  town,  the  old  highway  from 
Mystic  over  h'ort  Mill  and  through  Poquon- 
nock  is  to  be  graded  and  macadamized.  This 
is  not  the  tjnly  instance  of  his  generosity. 
Now  in  the  prime  of  life,  it  is  hoped  that  he 
may  enjoy  a  serene  old  age  with  abundant 
resources  and  a  continuous  will  to  help  im- 
prove and  adorn  the  town. 

Changes  are  going  on.  They  may  appear 
hardly  perce])tible  at  first,  but  after  the  la])se 
of  time  they  show  out  distinctly.  in  1800, 
and  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  later,  the  Flan- 
ders school  district  was  one  of  the  largest  in 
numbers  of  any  in  the  town.  At  that  time  tiie 
Fort  I  nil  church  outnumbered  others.  Il 
was  the  central  place  of  worshiji  for  a  large 
section  of  the  town. 

During  the  paslorate  of  l\ev.  Koswell  I'.ur- 
rows,  from  ito;  to  18.^7,  more  than  700  had 
joined  that  chinch,  'idie  place  of  baptism  for 
that  section  was  not  far  noiih  on  the  h'landcrs 
road.  It"  was  on  (he  east  side  of  the  highway, 
northeast  of  tiie  present  residence  of  l\Tr.  Ira 
ATosher,  antl  just  north  of  where  then  stood 
the  home  of  Nathan  ami  I'hebe  Mix.  A  dec]) 
cut  drain  under  the  highway  drains  off  the 
pond,  but  ihe  basin  in  (he  meadow  shows 
wdiere  it  was.    In  lliose  days  a  bajjlismal  scene 


was  one  of  the  chief  events,  and  this  location 
being  near  the  centre  of  the  present  town 
limits,  there  weuild  be  a  large  assemblage 
from  all  directions.  .\'o\v  the  scenes  have 
changed,  the  poj)nlalion  and  the  churches  are 
elsewhere.  To  those  who  cherish  sentiment, 
who  are  descendents  of  those  worshij^ipers, 
the  old  route,  from  the  meeting  house  to  the 
ba])tistry,  used  for  over  half  a  century,  seems 
hke  consecrated  ground. 

The  Mystic  River  .Xational  I'.ank  com- 
menced business  in  Xox'cmber,  1N51,  with 
Charles  Mallory  president.  The  (jroton  Sav- 
ings I5ank  commenced  business  in  1S54  with 
Nathan  (].  Fish,  president  ;  and  the  National 
Bank  of  i\lystic  Bridge  (east  side  of  the 
river)  was  organized  in  i8()4,  with  C'harles 
.Mallory,  president. 

In  the  first  half  of  the  last  century  the  local 
physicians  were  John  O.  ,Alincr  of  Centre 
(_iroton.  Mason  Manning  cjf  (  )ld  Myotic,  and 
Menjamin  V.  .Stoddard.  .\  half  century  ago 
they  were  F.  l'^"ank  Coates,  Alfred  A.  Coates, 
john  Cray  and  A.  W  .  iSrown,  and  of  those 
who  studied  and  practised  with  them,  Oscar 
AF  Barber  and  Frank  A.  Coates. 

The  generations  which  ])reccded,  did  not 
have  present  day  school  advantages;  \-ery  few 
I'.ad  wealth,  yet  as  a  community  of  intelligence 
and  Vv'orthiness,  their  descendents  may  justly 
honor  their  memories.  Ihe  public  schools 
in  the  village  are  graded.  ^  )n  the  east  sitle 
( .Stonington  district)  a  tiiu-  new  school  house 
is  being  erected.  In  West  M)slic,  I'rof.  .\.  F. 
I'itchcr  is  ])rinci]Kil  with  ;in  able  i-oips  of  as- 
sistant teachers,  h'or  scxeral  years  a  teacher 
ot  drawing  has  been  eniiilo\  ed.  M  is--  h'rancis 
F.  N}'e,  who  has  gi\en  gi-nei"al  satisfaction. 
The  "Alystic  Academ\"  luiilding  was  first  oc- 
cupied as  an  academ\-  by  john  I..  1  )cnison, 
I'rincipal,  and  aflerwariU  pnrcha->ed  liy  the 
lilth  school  district.  Ilure  are  now  nine 
teachers  in  \\  est  .Mystic  sidiools,  one  of  them 
being  in  the  I' landers  district.  in  1S50  there 
wiM'e  foiii'  Icachcr--  in  all. 

(  )iU'  of  the  events  at  llial  period  was  a 
-chool  exhiliilion  during  llu'  winli-r  of  '.}()-5o. 
It  was  hehl  one  exening  in  the  school  liousc, 
which  s|(hm1  .1  lew  ouU  north  of  the  Haplisl 
chniih    lunldni'^,    on    the    sjcouii    lloor,  which 
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was  the  room  of  tlic  older  scliolars,  with  Wil- 
liam H.  Potter  teacher.  Dudley  A.  Avery  was 
teacher  on  the  lower  lloor.  It  was  the  time 
when  the  California  f<.-\er  was  raiding',  with 
visions  of  staking;'  out  claims  ami  panning  out 
the  gold  dust.  It  was  a  varied  programme  and 
the  crowded  building  shook  with  the  a-p])lause 
given  those  who  took  part.  The  teacher  was 
on  the  stage  and  heing  a  little  ap]jrehensive 
of  danger  recpiested  the  audience  to  be  tpiiet 
and  not  stamp  the  feet.  One  of  the  pieces 
rendered  was  a  po])ular  song  of  the  day  by 
J-'rank  L.  Dudley.  The  visitors,  some  of  whom 
were  soon  to  sail  for  the  land  of  gold,  could 
not  suppress  their  enthusiasm  an.d  joined  in 
the  chorus : 

"Oil,  California!  Oil,  tliat's  iIk-  ])iacc  for  nic ! 
I'm  l)oiuul   for  California   willi   my  washbowl  on  my 
knee." 

He  was  closing  up  the  song  with  "wash- 
bowl" in  hand  and  the  chorus  was  making  the 
welkin  ring,  wdicn  the  11cm  ir  began  to  settle, 
letting  them  all  down  amid  much  confusion 
and  outcries.  The  stage  also  dropjied  in  front, 
thus  sliiling  most  of  the  audience  to  the  lower 
floor.  No  one  was  seriously  hurt.  \  exhibi- 
tion was  afterwards  repeated  in  a  conference 
liouse  with  a  fee  to  Iiel])  pay  the  cost  of  re- 
pairs. 

The  Oral  School  for  the  Deaf,  located  on 
the  hill  near  the  north  line  of  West  Mystic, 
is  a  useful  and  successful  institution.  It  re- 
ceives regular  a])l)ropriations  from  the  state. 
The  pupils  have  receiill\  numbered  between 
forty  and  fifty. 

Tlie  I'nixersal  I'eace  .Scjciety  hold  their  an- 
nual meetings  in  their  grove  on  "'(Ireat  ilill," 
which  is  south  from  the  (  )ral  school  .i.;rounds. 
These  meetings  are  largely  attended  and  im 
doubt  are  productixe  of  good.  Tiiere  may  be 
(lifTerences  with  some  of  the  \  iews  expressed  ; 
but  no  person  can  doubt  the  sincerity  ol  the 
advocates,  nor  the  merits  of  the  cause. 

The  Mystic  and  Xoank  l.ibrar\  was  found- 
ed in  1892.  The  librar\-  corporation  was  lorm- 
ed  in  l8<)3  and  consists  of  li\e  li  ustees.  I  his 
large  and  elegant  sliiuiurc  was  the  gill  ol 
Capt.  Ivlihu  .S|)icer.  ."^onie  years  ai^o  he  also 
I'.urchased  a    farm    home    for    the  depemUnl 


ones  of  the  town.  He  has  passed  from  us,  but 
his  liberality  should  not  be  forgotten. 

During  the  war  of  1812-14,  the  people  along 
the  coast  were  harassed  by  the  llritish  lleet. 
Commodore  Hardy's  men,  besiiles  their  expe- 
rience at  Stonington,  also  found  their  ecjuals 
in  this  vicinity.  During  the  year  1813,  the 
slo(.)p  .  ]h)x,  Capt.  Jesse  Crary,  was  ca])tured. 
Within  a  few  weeks  more  than  twenty  Amer- 
ican sails  were  captiu'ed.  Cai)t.  Crary  had 
escaped,  and  immediately  planned  for  the  re- 
capture of  his  vessel.  The  slcjop  Hero  was 
titled  out  from  Mystic  with  a  privateer's 
commission,  Ambrose  H.  liurrows,  cai)tain. 
They  were  ])ro\'ided  with  a  four-pounder,  fire- 
arms and  ammunition.  Before  reaching  Block 
Island  they  saw  the  Fox  standing  in  with 
double  reef.  She  came  within  two  miles  of  the 
Hero  wdien  she  became  suspicious,  tacked 
shipi  and  ran  off.  I  loth  sloops  were  built  by 
i|'Ildi-fedge  Packer  at  West  Mystic  and  were 
I  liast  vessels.  The  h"ox  was  fiuMiished  with  a 
six  pounder,  but  the  Hero  keeping  t)n  her  lee, 
she  ciiuld  not  bring  it  to  bear.  The  guns 
(;f  the  llero  soon  forced  the  l'"ox  to  change 
her  course,  and  as  she  wore  around,  the  llerw 
ran  her  bowsprit  through  the  h'ox's  mainsail; 
they  then  grap|)led  and  fought  hand  to  hand. 
The  battle  ended  just  at  evening  with  a  vic- 
tory for  the  Hero.  It  took  place  the  last  day 
of  A])ril,  about  ten  miles  southeast  ol  lUock 
Island.  The  next  morning  while  the  Unlisli 
were  in  hot  pursuit  the  llero  and  I'ox  |)asse(i 
trimnphantly  up  the  riser.  The  \ictors  were 
mostly  young  men,  and  a  number  ol  them  be- 
came mastei"s  of  merchant  \essels. 

In  ]une  the  enemy  had  captured  and  de- 
stro\'ed  a  sloop  iieai"  the  inouib  ol  tlie  river, 
•uid  atlemi)ted  to  caplm  e  t  apt.  lerennali  I  la- 
lex's  sloop,  which  had  ,L;ronnded  on  Ram 
I'oinl,  but  tlu'y  were  di  i\ en  olV,  The  location 
known  as  I'ort  Kaehel.  a  natural  fort  ilical ion 
ol  rock  on  ils  east  .ind  soulli  sides,  a  shot  I 
distance  south  from  ihe  fen  \  .  was  nianned  as 
a  defeiuT  b\  llie  cili/eii-.  .\  coiiipan\  had  been 
formed,  ami  |onaihan  Wheeler  tlu'  \  illa^e 
blacksinilh.  was  cliosrii  ca]>t.iln,  ll  was  de- 
cided lo  m.ilsi'  the  aitempt  lo  caplnre  i>art  of 
(he  r.rilish  Heel. 
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A  barge  was  l  uilt  ami  iitled  up  as  a  decoy, 
loaded  with  l)aircl>  and  liu.xo.  Cai)t.  Simeon 
Haley,  Paul  liurrows,  John  Washington,  Hen- 
ry Park  and  ICzekiel  Tufts  managed  her  scj' 
as  to  attract  attention  when  a  black  barge 
from  the  fleet  with  an  oflicer  and  a  dozen  men 
gave  chase.  After  some  man(jeuvoring  the  ile- 
coy  men  were  ilriven  ash  re  at  Pong  Point, 
west  of  Xoaids,  and  fiercely  fciHowed  up  the 
bank  by  the  Pritish,  who  unexpectedly  met 
the  forces  under  Capt.  W  heeler,  whicli  were 


etl,  and  the  atuKJspherc  was  one  of  war  with 
the  tramp  of  armed  men  ready  fur  the  fray. 
Isaac  Park,  one  of  the  residents,  was  taken 
prisoner  wdiile  oil  in  his  fishing"  boat,  and  held 
on  board  the  frigate  several  days.  Learning 
that  he  was  a  i)il<>t,  they  tried  to  force  him  to 
steer  their  barge  up  the  river  one  dark  night. 
He  apparently  yielded  and  chose  an  hour 
when  it  was  quite  low  tide.  The  barge  was 
filled  with  men  supplied  with  weai)ons.  C)ne 
of  them  kejit  his  jjistol  pointing  at   Park,  so 
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lying  in  and)ush.    At  the  first  fire  of  the  nuli-  that  he  could  understand  he  was  lo  be  shot 

tia,  wdiich  killed  one  and  wounded  others,  the  it  he   attempted    any    trickery.    They  dijjped 

pursuers  threw  up  their  hands  and  surrender-  llie  oars  cautiously,   bni   moved   (|mte  -willlv. 

ed.    They  were  taken  in  their  barge  around  W  hen  within  range  of  ilie  fort,  I'ark  \  et'red 

to  the  ferry  landing  and  to  the  Uandall  house,  his  course  and  ran  the  craft  on  flam  lslan<K 

wdiere  the  wounded  were  cared  for.    'I"he  dead  just  south  of  the  railio.nl  bridge.  the  \  es- 

iJritislier  was  buried  near  the  northwest  cor-  sel   gi'ounded   and   ihe  attention  ol   the  men 

ner  of  the  old   Packer  cemetery  on  the  hill.  was   taken    from    him,   he   jnmpvd   lr..m  liie 

The  wounded  recovered  and  later  the  i)rison-  slern  ami  swam  mto  ilu-  ch.imiel    In  ilie  dark- 

ers  were  exchanged.  ness  he  escaped.   I  hey  made  no  inriluT  direct 

It  was  much  like  a  camp  ground  around  the  allcmpl   to  .Ulack  "ihat   ne-l  of  wa-p>  up  the 

old  landing.    .\  raid  or  an  attack  was  e.xpect-  ri\er. 
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Judge  R.  A.  Wheeler's  report  of  the  battle 
of  Stoningtou  in  the  Count)'  History,  gives 
the  names  of  those  from  Mystic  JJridge  as  fol- 
lows :  / 

Jeremiah  Holmes,  Nathaniel  Clift,  Simeon  Haley, 
Jeremiah  Ihile)-,  I'rederiek  Ueiiisoii,  Ebene-cer  Deiii- 
SGll,  Isaac  IJenison,  Jr.,  and  t'lederick  Haley.  Capt. 
Holmes  had  command  nf  the  baiury  uii  llie  iOth  of 
August.  ]''rederie  Denisuu   was  killed. 

West  .Mystic  has  furnished  her  full  quota 
of  men  for  all  the  wars.    During  the  Civil  war 
tnere  were  more  tluin  Huec  hundred  enlibt- 
.  meiits  from  the  town. 

The  list  of  those  killed,  and  who  died  in  the 
service: 

Capt.  Jedediah  Randall,  Oiriu  D.  Barker,  Charles 
B.  Andrews,  iloraiio  xN.  risn,  Jr.,  VVilhani  li.  Uur- 
lee,  licnjamm  Lru^bl}  ,  l-in  cn/.o  Burru\\s,  I  hoinab 
X'lsiier,  Jolm  Bai'Ub,  \V  unani  Braliuu)  ,  John  llurk, 
wnuam  Jolmson,  JoUn  1..  beignoub,  iVdaui  C  lieni- 
ky,  VYiUiam  C.  reilows,  iilias  VV.  Watrous,  Julius  A. 
X'erkins,  Cyrus  J.  i'ease,  Jolm  1'.  rutnam,  lidmund  i'. 
bnnlh,  Abiier  i\.  byencer,  banuiel  Vanaukin,  Ciiauney 
i' ,  Wilcox,  Jolm  .\laynard,  i'ruscius  Bailey,  1  homas 
Alamce,  William  H.  Watrous,  i  homas  li.  blurley, 
James  linker,  W'illiam  N.  Ahilkley,  George  A.  l-ish, 
banuiel  Kallibun,  \Villiam  i',  katham. 

Many  have  died  from  wounds  and  disease 
resulting  from  the  war.  iVmong  them  was 
Lieut.  Colonel  Hiram  iVppelman,  who  was 
Secretary  of  State  at  the  tunc  of  his  death. 

The  town  of  Groton  was  separated  frum 
iSiew  London  and  became  a  township  includ- 
ing Ledyard  in  1705.  In  i83tj,  Grolon  and  Led- 
yard  became  separate  towns  and  probate  dis- 
tricts. 

Stephen  Haley  was  judge  one  year,  James  Gallup 
two  years,  Nathan  IJaboll  three  years,  Joseph  Durfey 
two  years,  Zebediah  Gates  four  years,  Albert  G.  Stark 
two  years,  Nathan  G.  hisli  one  3ear,  Sanford  Stark 
one  year,  Amos  Clift  eighteen  years,  Hiram  .\ppel- 
nian  one  year,  William  H.  Potter  si.\  years,  Lemuel 
Clift  twenty-two  >eaa's,  Arthur  1'.  Anderson  four 
years,  now  in  ollice.  There  have  been  clerks  of  the 
court,  Nathan  IJaboll,  Nathan  G,  hish,  iJavitI  A.  iJa- 
boll,  Jolm  Hudson,  Albert  G.  Stark,  Nathan  S.  Insh, 
Amos  Clift,  Lemuel  Clift,  George  i'.  Costello.  Mystic 
has  a  supply  of  legal  talent,  I-emuel  Clift  in  the  Civil 
war  and  ex-judge,  hrank  11.  Hinckley,  proseculing  at- 
torney for  town  of  Stonington;  Albert  Oenison,  and 
lieiijamin  Hewitt,  Jr.,  all  have  ol'fices  in  West  Myslic. 

There  are  twir  local  newspajiers,  the  Mystic 

Times  and  the  Mystic  Journal.    'I'he  Tiines  is 

the  successor  of   the    Mystic    I'rcss   and  the 

Mystic  J'ioneer.  Mr.  A.  I..  I'itcher,  is  liic  pnlj- 

lisher.  The  Jnurnal   ])iibli>licr   is   Mr.  Ilari'y 

.Anderson. 


Many  of  the  old  residents  were  sea-cai)tains 
and  many  adx'entures  might  be  related  con- 
nected with  them.  Capt.  J.  Warren  Holmes, 
now  retired,  but  quite  active,  was  63  years  on 
rhe  water,  and  sailed  84  times  around  (,  ape 
Horn.  About  1856  the  ships  Twilight,  Cajit. 
Gurdon  Gates,  and  the  Andrew  lackson,  Lapt. 
John  E.  Willia-ins,  (both  men  were  near  neigh- 
bors here),  sailed  from  New  'i'urk  at  the  same 
time  and  reached  .San  h^-ancisco  in  about  100 
days,  with  only  two  or  three  hmirs  difference 
in  time,  the  Jackson  being  first.  llulh  ves- 
sels were  built  in  Mystic.  Later  the  Andrew 
Jackson  made  the  tri])  in  yo  days. 

One  of  the  stirring  events  connected  with 
life  on  the  ocean  occurred  with  Capt.  \\\\- 
brose  H.  litirrows  and  his  son,  Hrulus,  in  the 
year  1822.  The  brig  "iM-ederick,"  with  a  val- 
uable cargo,  while  oti'  the  coast  uf  i'eru,  was 
a[)proached  at  midnight  by  a  strange  vessel, 
which  signalled  its  presence  b)-  liring  guns. 
A  rough  command  ordered  them  lu  seiul  the 
brig's  boat  aboard  immediately  or  else  be 
sunk.  Capt.  Jhirrows  complied  with  the  de- 
mand as  soon  as  possible,  taking  his  paper.-^ 
along,  suj)posing  the  stranger  to  be  a  regular 
cruiser.  f  Sefore  his  boat  with  his  aids  reached 
the  strange  vessel,  a  boat  was  sent  full  of  men 
te.  the  "l'"rederick"  who  leaped  aboard  with 
drawn  cutlasses  headed  by  an  officer,  who  or- 
dered every  man  belonging  to  the  \essel,  ex- 
cepting the  first  officer,  to  get  into  the  lioal  in- 
stantly. They  were  conducted  tu  the  [lirate 
brig,  as  she  i)roved  to  be,  caused  to  sit  ilown, 
and  handctined. 

in  the  morning  the}  were  mu.stered  on  deck, 
where  a  strange  scene  presented  itself.  Jn 
groups  on  the  deck  were  nearly  a  hundred 
men  of  ditlerent  nations,  armed  to  the  teeth. 
The  pirate  captain,  a  stout,  fierce  looking  man, 
informed  Cajit.  Hurrows  he  intended  to  lake 
his  prize,  the  " ITederick,"  and  cargo  to  (,  lii- 
loe,  and  as  there  was  no  one  on  his  own  \  es- 
sel  who  could  na\igate  her  excepling  his  first 
lietUenaiU,  he  wished  foi"  Capl.  ibiirows  lo 
lake  her  iherc  and  assm'ed  him  of  -ood  iicat- 
meiil  if  he  would  do  so.  Co  (his  (  Ibir 
tows  assented  on  condition  lhat  his  son  l)c  al 
lowed  lu  go  willi  linn         I'ln--  pnini-sion  wa^ 
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graiitetl,  with  the  warning  that  the  men  who 
were  to  accoin|)an_v  him  wuuhl  bhuuL  both  if 
lie  did  not  tal<e  the  \  c;,sel  to  the  right  phice. 
With  the  officer  and  nine  men  to  acconipan}^ 
him,  tlie  two  \'esseLs  soon  parted  comj^any. 

After  a  few  (hays  of  quiet  saihng,  Capt.  ISnr- 
rows  matured  Ids  pkms  for  reeajUure.  He  se- 
cured the  small  arms  belonging  to  his  vessel, 
loaded  and  concealed  them  in  his  stateroom. 
It  was  customary  eacli  uKuning  fur  the  com- 
manding officer  and  his  assistant  to  go  into 
the  cabin  and  examine  the  charts  with  the 


t<j  the  man  at  the  wheel,  who  gave  up  to  them. 

I'he  crew  were  then  ordered  below.  The  caj)- 
tain  now  approachetl  the  scuttle  and  com- 
manded them  to  come  up  singly,  and  leave 
every  weapon  below,  threatening  to  blow  out 
tlie  brains   of  the   first  one   who  disobeved. 

1  he}'  obeyed,  and  one  by  one  were  bound  and 
lashed  to  the  gunnels. 

In  the  morning  it  was  i)ro])osed  to  them 
either  to  take  the  launch  and  try  their  fortune 
in  her,  or  be  carried  into  Callao  and  be  deli\'- 
ered  up  as  jiirates ;  they  all  preferred  taking 
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captain.  One  m(»rning  while  examining  the 
charts  he  addressed  them;  "'llere  sirs,"  point- 
ing on  the  chart,  "you  suppo.se  you  are,  but 
sirs  you  are  deceived;  \  on  are  not  far  from 
land,  and  now  stir  hand  or  foot,  make  but  the 
slightest  noise,  and  you're  dead  men."  They 
looked  up  and  saw  the  pistols  pointing  at  them 
in  the  hands  of  C  apt.  llurrows  and  his  son.  lie 
in  formed  _them  he  was  deternuned  to  liax  e  his 
\'essel  or  die;  and  the\'  must  submit  or  be 
shot.  Ama/.i'd,  and  realizing  that  resistani'e 
meant  death  for  tln'm,  ilie  lw()  men  submitled 
to  be  bound,  ,\fler  seeming  lliem,  one  on  each 
side  of  the  cabin,  <.'a|)l.  Ilun-ows  and  his  si  .n 
hurried   on   deck   and   prest-nled   their  |)i>lol-. 


.  .IKSSK  1).  (  li.VKV 

llie  launch,  and  accordingh'  Capt.  ISnrrows 
v/as  rid  of  their  o  imi)an_\  . 

rile  aslonislnneiu  of  ihe  two  ])risoners  still 
i'ound  in  the  caliin  was  great  when  tluw 
learned  the  situation.  These  two  men  luul 
siiowii  some  kindness  id  c  apt.  Ibu'rows,  wlnle 
he  was  then  prismiei-,  ;iml  needing  assistance 
oil  his  \es-el,  Ik  im.k  the  risk  of  nid)inding 
llieiii,  allcT  pledging  iheiiisi'b  i-s  i,i  ^tand  li\ 
and  aid  liiiii,  I  lie\  weu  kepi  alti'inaleh  .it 
tlie  lieliii  until  the  liii;_;  arrived  s;ifel\'  at  C'al- 
l''a  III  till'  iiioiiih  mI  I  eliiii.iiA.  C  apt.  Unr- 
idws.  beluwing  ilu'N  v\t're  sincere  .uiil  really 
m>.iiil  to  hail  a  lu  iiei  life,  supplied  them  with 
nil  iiiey  and  aik  iw  ed  them  to  gu. 
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The  soldiers'  monument  on  East  Main  St. 
was  presented  to  the  N'illage  by  Mrs.  Charles 
II.  Mallory.  At  its  dedication  a  number  of 
(irand  Army  post  veterans  ])ara<led,  amic,!- 
much  enthusiasm  (lis])hiyc(l  by  the  citizens. 
Governor  Thomas  M.  W  aller  antl  stalY  offi- 
cers were  present.  The  a(l(bess  was  l)y  U.  S. 
.Senator  Joseph  R.  iJawiey,  Rev.  Frederick 
Denison    reading   a   poem.     Capt.   John  K. 


which  the  commissioners  ajiiiointcd  by  the 
governor  of  the  state  had  decided  upon,  placed 
on  a  boulder  monument,  was  unveiled  June 
26,  1889.  Gov.  liuckky  and  staff,  with  many 
visitors  from  abroad,  were  present. 

The  battle  on  Pequot  Mill  was  the  first  one 
of  importance  in  New  k.ngland.  The  sacri- 
fice of  lives  is  .sad  to  contemidate,  but  it  re- 
sulted in  gi\  ing  some  security  to  the  earlv  set- 


111  sim:ss  ifi.ocK  (IK  iiiK  (;ii,i(i;i!r  tk.vnsi'okia  rioN  ('ompaw 

iUicklyn,  a  war  veteran  and  ])rincii>al  of  i\Iys-  k'rs.  U  a])pears  lo  be  easy  and  nalural  In  crili- 

tic  \  alley  Instilule,  itresiiled  al  the  nuveibug.  cise  past  events,  yt't   il  may  not  W  so  easy  to 

.'\fter   some   discussion    for  a    l\'(|uot    llili  lully   comprehend   the   situation   :il    the  time 

monument,  a  cominiftee  was  aj)|)ointeil  by  tlie  they  occui'reil.     ( 'onncciicut    was  liki'  a  wil- 

New    London    County    Historical    .Society    in  (Iciiiess  roanuMl  by   wild  bra-^i-.  .md  a  v;i\ai;e 

1866,  to  l)ring  the  matter  of  an  appropriation  race.     l"ew  in  nundievs  and  scalleied,  the  coP 

before  the  legislature  at   its  session  of   1X87.  ony  reali/ed  ilie  liim-  luul  come  to  l.ake  ac- 

'fhe  members  of- the  assembly  from  these  and  lion    lor    llu'ii     own    saii-ty.      .M a-~^achu--etts 

other  (owns  favoring  it,  an  appropriat ioi'i  was  ,^i'\e  some    as^isi.nnc    and     b'hn     Ma^oii,  a 

voted.     .Sufficient   finids  had  been  contributed  ti-aiiU'd   soklier,   who  IkkI   ]iiefi'ned   life  witii 

l(j  furnish  the  i)edestal.  'I  ke  lei^islature  of  l88()  the  colony    to  .bciuL;    a    major    L;enerak  was 

\(tte<l  an  apjiroiiriatioii  fm-  nnxcilim;  ex|)euses,  i  liosen  captain  ot   ihe  e\|)edilion.     I'InlV  and 

and    Ihe   bron/e   statue   ol'   ,i    I'nrit.an    warrior,  eonraneous,  he  was  a  l\|iical  repre-enl,ili\ e  of 
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that  era,  being  regarded  as  a  hero  througli- 
oiit  New  England. 

It  was  a  perilous  undertaking.  The  com- 
mander, and  no  doubt  every  man  of  them,  Ivad 
the  intelligence  to  comprehend  what  would 
be  their  doom,  with  the  j^robable  fate  of  the 
colony  if  they  failed.  The  PeipKjts  were  Hect 
of  foot  and  were  dreaded  for  their  cruelty. 
Mason  knew  that  his  Indian  allies,  who  cher- 
i.-^hed  a  fear  of  them,  might  not  be  relied  on. 
It  was  a  critical  moment  when  the  Pequots, 


serts  itself.  At  the  time  of  the  battle  on  Pe- 
(juot  Mill  and  for  many  years  afterwards,  civ- 
ilization appeared  as  in  a  morbid  condition. 
It  was  not  only  in  European  C(juntries.  but 
also  in  New  England,  the  air  was  surcharged 
with  cries  against  "hereby"  and  "witchcraft," 
JMul  punishment  with  a  horrible  death  was 
often  ,  meted  out.  Il  seems  a  strange  commen- 
tary that  i)rogress  of  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty should  have  to  come  through  war;  but 
history  reveals  the  fact  of  the  tendency  of  hu- 


ri.A.N  I  or  I'lii:  srA.Nn.\ui)  .M.\(  niNKif  V  ((i.MrA.w 


after  the  first  shock  of  sur|)rise  was  over,  came     man  nature  wlu-u  cloilu-d  with  power  to  u^-i' 


svvarmmg  out  to  repel 


burnin<r  e 


mtjers  in  a  wiijwa 


he    invaders.      'IMie     il   arbitrarily  and  uniustl).  which  ha--  been  a 
.upgested  the     chief  cause  of  war.     Ucliijion-^  de\oices  ha\c 


idea,  which  was  seized  ni)on  to  aid  the  con-  proved  no  exception  to  the  rnlc.  Il  was  the 
(iuest.    The  strife  vvliich  followed  was  of  short 


duration  and  terrible;  but  llie  colony  was 
saved. 

A  noted  and  experienced  \eteran  declared 
with  graphic  emi)hasis,  "War  is  hill!"  Wlun 


reaction  of  this  temlency  wiiicli  caused  the 
article  tor  i\'li^ion->  fieedom  to  lie  imbediied 
in  the  ( Hustiintion  of  the  I  'niled  ."stales,  for 
which  there  i>  can-^<.•  to  be  Ljratelid. 

iloiii  and  reared  in  New  h'nijl.ind,  ".\round 


contendiuL''  armies  meet  for  a  decisive  coidbet     iici  InlU  and  \alle\s  cIhil^  ihe  identic  recoilec 


il  means  lliere  will  be  di'struclion  and  dealh. 
in  the  hour  of  such  exlremily,  the  rii^lit  of 
self  ])reservalion,  nature's  first  law,  usually  a--- 


lious  III  oni  eail\  liie,"  (  lieii-lnng  a  lei'lnii.^ 
akin  to  rewreuce.  it  is  not  desired  to  -.pe.dv 
lif^htly  abonl  the  "awful  \irtiu-s  of  our  Pdi^nin 
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sires;"  for  whatever  their  faults,  their  virtues 
were  not  excelled  by  those  of  any  creed  or  any 
people  of  that  epoch.  Investigation  and  the 
diffusion  of  knowleds^e  have  helpetl  to  curb/ 
the  spirit  of  fanaticism  and  intolerance  which 
so  widely  prevailed.  The  time  slunild  not  \>t 
far  distant  when  edncatinn  with  religion — ■ 
with  the  light  of  histttrv  a.s  a  guide,  can  af- 
ford some  assurance  of  a  continual  peace  on 
the  earth. 

It  is  nearly  two  thousanil  years  since  the 
\\'ords  were  spoken  to  followers:  "This 


is  my  commandment  that  ye  love  one  an- 
other, even  as  I  have  loved  you."  In  the  hour 
of  agony  proving  himself  the  exemplar  of  the 
sermon  on  tiie  Afount,  forsaken  even  by  His 
disci])les.  He  i)raved  for  llis  |)ersecutors : 
"l-'ather,  forgive  them,  they  know  not  what 
tliey  do!"  When  all  the  sects  of  Christendom 
exhiljit  that  spirit  towards  each  other,  and  a 
majority  of  the  human  race  attain  to  that  high 
plane  of  charity  and  lo\c,  it  may  reasonably 
be  exjjected  that  wars  will  cease. 


1 


92 


HISTORJC  GROTON 


Old  Mystic 


By  SIMEON  GALLUP 


l'l\R  tlie  northeasterly  corner  of 
the  town  of  (iroton  the  Lantern 
I  ill  hrook  lluwing  from  the  n(_)rth 
iiins  a  .stream  from  the  west,  and 
thence  buth  c( mtinuinj^"  sontherlv 
are  soon  lost  in  the  li<le  waters  of  the  hroad 
estuary  known  as  the  My-lic  river.  In  the 
narrow   valley   haxinu;-  the  elexaled  ridye  of 


sciiooi.noiisi'; 

Onakatan^;  II  ill  in  Stonini^ton  on  the  east,  and 
the  rocky  highlands  of  (jroton  on  the  west, 
jnst  at  the  jnnclion  of  the  two  stream^  nestles 
the  villa5.ie  of  <  )ld  .\l\^tic.  lis  heantifnl  sil- 
nati(in  and  charming  natural  fi'atnres  have 
heen  renowned  e\'er  :->ince  the  advent  of  the 
white  man.  Tradition  tells  ns  that  peofjle 
who  first  came  into  this  section  from  tlu'  \'al- 
le}'  of  the  Al\'sljc  ri\'er  in  the  \icimty  ol  ISos 
ton  hront^ht  the  name  with  them  and  L;a\e  it 
to  this  delightful  ri\er  and  valley. 

The  early  setth'r^  of  (  (innecticul  and  Rhode 
Island  were  exposed  to  llic  inxeterate  ]ioslilii\- 
of  the  l*e(|nol  Indians  and  endured  untold  ^nf 


ferings.from  their  relentless  warfare.  In  1637 
the  ^^lassachusetts,  Plymouth,  and  Connecti- 
cut colonies  i(;ine(l  their  fiu'ces  in  an  e.xi)edi- 
tlon  to  exterminate'  them,  and  .John 
Alason  with  eij^hty  men  and  three  huudre<l 
friendly  Indians  was  sent  into  the  l'e(|uot 
country  for  that  purjiose. 

The  precise  situation  of  the  requot  head- 
quarters was  not  kncnvn,  but  was  believed  to 
l)e  in  southeastern  Connecticut.  The  forces 
assembled  at  Hartford  and  sailing  down  the 
Connecticut  river,  thence  around  into  Narra- 
gansetl  bay,  they  anchored  on  the  west  side 
in  the  harbor  at  W  ickford,  and  disembarking 
set  out  on  their  march  westward  in  i)Ursuii  of 
the  enemy.  Crossing  Rhode  Island  lhe\'  ar- 
rived in  the  e\'ening  of  the  _'5lh  of  .May  at  the 
.M\stic  river,  which  ihey  forded  at  its  head 
where  Uld  Al}stic  is  now  situated.  Ilere  they 
learned  that  they  were  already  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  savages  whom  they  sought,  and  as  the 
(lay  was  far  spent  the)-  marched  only  a  short 
distance  further  in  a  southerly  (lircction,  and 
took  .shelter  for  the  ni^hl  in  a  glen  between 
h.igh  and  preci])itous  rocks  in  the  range  of  hills 
on  the  west,  at  a  place  known  as  I'orter's 
Rock's.  The  tired  and  hungry  troops  remained 
ihrongh  the  night  for  I'csl  and  refreshment, 
intending  the  next  morning  ai  break  of  day 
to  attack  the  I'equot  stronghold,  which  was 
only  about  one  aiul  a  hall  nuK's  inrlher  south, 
(  n  the  highland  known  .i.-^  I'equot  llill  west  of 
the  .Mystic  river.  I  \w  svntiiicls  lu'ard  the 
carousing  of  the  I'ecpiols  in  their  fort  as  they 
engaged  in  the  war  dance  ihroui^h  the  night, 
expecting  on  the  next  tl.i\  to  l;o  out  and  Imd 
and  destroy  the  i'.nglish,  w  lui-~e  \  e-->els  iIkw 
had  seen  pass,  and  lluy  supjiosid  tlu'  h'.nglish 
dared  not  attack  ihem  in  liie  lort. 

.\t  two  o'clock  ou  (he  UMrnmL;  of  M;iv  _'0|h, 
the  Lngli^h  wrm  loiih  .nid  quickU  ImuuiI  the 
strongly   fonilu-d    |\(p],.t    xdl.i-e.      I  he  story 
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of  the  desperate  flight  that  followed,  and  the 
almost  complete  destruction  of  the  Ir'ecjuots 
there  assembled,  has  been  oft  told  in  histories 
ot  state  and  nation,  and  need  not  lie  here  rd- 
peated.  An  important  chajiter  in  the'  early 
history  of  (Iroton  was  enacted,  and  a  .threat 
movement  accomiilished  toward  securing"  safe- 
ty for  the  white  race,  ddie  |)lace  of  this  des- 
perate stru,i;L;le  is  of  historic  interest  and  im- 
portance, as  well  as  that  of  the  camp  at  Por- 
ter's Rocks,  and  each,  is  well  worthy  of  some 
fitting-  monument  by  the  Stale.  .  .  ." 

Tlie  hamlet  formed  b)'  the  First  settlers  was 
from  its  situation  on  the  ri\  er  familiarly  called 
b}'  its  inhabitants  and  their  neighbors,  "Meatl 
of  the  River,"  a  name  given  to  many  other 
villages  similarly  situateil.  The  post  office 
was  early  called  ".\rystic"  and  was  established 
on  the  east  side  of  the  ri\er. 

The  name  remained  the  same  imtil  the  year 
l8(jO,  when  by  order  of  the  ))ost  ot'lice  de|)art- 
uient  it  was  changed  to  "(  )ld  Afystic." 

A  greater  nund)er  of  peo])lc.  Finding  places 
more  advantageous  for  business  or  for  dwell- 
ings, also  located  on  the  east  side  of  the  river, 
thus  t'stablishing  a  correspond ingl v  greater 
part  of  the  business  of  the  \  illage  in  the  town 
of  Stonington.  An  extended  descrii)tion  of 
many  important  iiidustri(_s,  that  ha\e  contrib- 
uted largely  to  the  pros|)erity  of  the  whole  \'il- 
lage,  is  by  this  restriction  to  town  boundaries 
l>laced  without  the  limits  of  this  article.  Such 
is  the  case  with  the  early  shi|)-building  indus- 
try at  the  Leeds  sliip}ard,  the  making  of  cot- 
ton goods  which  nourished  at  John  Hyde's 
factories  at  an  earl\-  date,  ami  later  the  man- 
ufacture of  woolen  goods  by  .\mos  1'..  Tay- 
lor, the  banking  bu.siness  of  the  Mystic  Xa- 
tional  bank,  besides  other  lesser  industries  and 
niercantile  interests. 

The  opening  of  the  New  London  and  f'rov- 
idence  turnpike  about  the  year  iS_'o  brought 
t(j  the  growing  village  communicalion  with  the 
outside  world,  as  direct  and  imnu'dialc  as  any 
large  cities  dependent  upon  land  travel  cw- 
joyed  at  that  lime.  It  was  a  i)art  ol  an  im- 
portant avenue  of  tra\(d  from  .\ew  ^'ork  to 
lloston,  maintaining  dail)  trains  ol  three  or 
more  four-horse  stage  coaches.    The  passing  of 


these  stages  was  an  object  of  great  interest 
to  those  living  near  the  turni)ike.  The  neces 
sary  stopping  of  these  trains  of  coaches  at  the 
taverns  or  hostelries  along  the  route  for  rela)- 
of  horses,  and  refreshment  of  travelers, 
I'.rought  a  breeze  from  the  outside  wiu'ld,  and 
was  an  occasion  of  much  bustle  and  commo- 
tion. All  the  itllers  of  the  village  and  many 
others,  too,  drew  near  to  see  the  iiassengers. 
I'.ear  the  news,  and  take  their  till  of  the  ex- 
citement of  the  day.  The  stage  dri\  ers,  in  the 
o])inion  of  that  companx',  were  men  of  vast 
importance,  and  the  one  wdio  could  pick  a  lly 
from  the  ear  of  his  leaders  with  his  long  whip 
or  Could  round  u|)  his  frisk}-  team  at  itie  la\'- 
ern  with  an  extra  dourish,  was  the  greatest 
man  of  them  all.  There  was  sucli  a  turnpike 
tavern  in  Old  ]\l\stic  fronting  the  triangular 
village  green  ke])t  b\'  Russel  W  illiams.  The 
house  was  built  in  1754  and  is  still  used  as  a 
dwelling.     The  separate  part  of  the  Ikjusc,  de- 


(11. 1)  1  TKNi'iKi;  r.w  i:i;n 


signed  as  a  bairni-m,  and  the  e\li,i  eu]ibiiaids 
;uid  closels  in  hidden  ,ind  I'Ut  ol  the  w.iy 
places,  signifx'  to  this  d.iy  the  kind  oi  reliesh- 
nient  mostl\  provided  Lm'  travelers. 

.\  pi'ospeious  l.iiiiieix'  business  w.is  estab- 
lished not  far  iVom  ihe  liiiiipike  tavern  about 
the  \'ear  iS.|i,  and  eoiidiuied  l<'r  nian\  _\i..irs 
In  bihii  S.  l^ehooiiov  11  who  .icipiired  .1  haiiil- 
si)ine  eoiupeleiK'e  in  its  pursuit.  Me  I'mployed 
sevi'r.'il  iiK'ii  .iiur  w.is  noted  tor  hl.^  earelul  al- 
teiilion  to  ihe  det.iils  'U  l)Usiues>  .lud  im  the 
superior  ipialils    ol   the   lealher   he  niaiiutac- 
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tured.  Jjy  his  lil)ei"alily  the  village  received 
a  valuable  tower  cluck  which  was  placed  in 
the  stee])le  of  the  liaptist  church. 

No  village  could  long  exist  witliDUt  its  blac4<- 
smith.  A  shop  for  the  j^ursuit  of  that  calling 
stood  just  at  the  entrance  of  the  tan-3'ard 
above  mentioned,  and  many  will  recall  the 
corpulent  form  and  cheery  countenance  of  the 
occupant,  Stejihen  J  I.  W'iveeler,  as  he  dili- 
gently engaged  in  work  at  his  anvil.  There 
was  work,  and  there  was  also  talk.  It  seemetl 
to  be  the  privilege  if  not  the  duty  of  the  black- 
smith to  acquire  all  the  news  the  very  earliest 
moment  it  came  to  town,  and  there  was  always 
a  story  to  tell,  while  the  roaring  bellows  and 
the  ringing  anvil  furnished  a  vigorous  accom- 
l)animent.  The  farmer  who  came  with  horses 
or  oxen  to  be  shod,  or  tools  to  be  repaired, 
could  have  his  defective  line  of  news  imjjroved 
and  his  stores  of  information  greatly  increased, 
while  liis  real  errand  compelled  him  to  wait. 
'Jdie  sound  of  the  blacksmith's  anvil  has  passed 
with  those  who  made  it,  and  even  the  sho]) 
has  been  obliterated,  and  its  place  can  be  ixiintcd 
out  only  by  those  who  remember. 

Ihit  the  shoemaker's  shoj)  of  old  was  the 
most  homev  iilace  of  all  the  trades,  where 
one  could  sit  at  ease  while  being  measured 
for  a  boot  or  shoe,  or  watch  the  piece  of  work 
grow  under  the  shoemaker's  skillful  hands. 
Such  a  place  was  the  sho|)  of  \\  illiam  Crnnd), 
who  for  more  than  sixty  years  used  as  his 
place  of  work  the  former  bar-room  of  the  old 
turnpike  tavern.  I  lis  business  included  re- 
])airing  and  making  boots  and  shoes  in  the 
best  style  of  the  art  known  in  those  days,  iiolh 
for  custom  work  and  for  the  wholesale  trade. 

About  the  year  1H50  the  manufacture  of 
ropes  was  an  important  nidustry  in  .\ew 
England,  though  now  but  litlle  ])nrsned.  Two 
rope  walk.s  were  then  in  operation  in  (  )ld  My  s- 
tic; one  conducted  by  josei)h  A.  Land)  was 
situated  in  the  grove  across  the  river  from 
the  main  "street  of  the  \  illage;  the  other  man- 
aged by  I'arton  Saiuiders  was  al  the  north  end 
of  the  village  on  the  Xoi  wich  road.  Thost' 
were  the  days  of  the  inveterate  \illage  joker. 
Three  of  that  class  were  one  day  looking  lor 
;i  victim  as  Afr.  .Saunders  canu'  u])  the  street, 


with  a  heavy  load  of  factory  spools  or  rollers 
of  coarse  thread  used  in  making  ropes,  and 
stopped  for  a  few  minutes  at  the  hay  scales. 
One  of  the  watching  trio  quietly  cut  the  long 
rope  used  in  binding"  the  load,  nearly  severing 
it,  and  when  the  load  moved  on,  all  followed 
at  a  short  distance  in  the  rear  tt)  see  what 
would  happem  As  the  team  went  up  Brim- 
stone Hill  at  Crumb's  corner,  when  near  the 
top  and  at  the  steepest  place,  the  binding  rope 
parted,  and  the  whole  loail  was  quickly  dis- 
charged, rolling  down  to  the  foot  of  the  hill. 
Mr.  Saunders  looked  around  with  dismay,  and 
after  examination  to  find  the  cause,  he  soon 
discovered  what  had  been  done  to  the  rope. 
The  three  men  almost  inunediately  appeared, 
and  when  they  profusely  offered  their  services 
to  help  replace  the  load,  he  was  at  once  as- 
sured who  were  the  authors  of  the  disaster. 

.\  water  ]jri\ilege  with  a  ci^irn  and  grain 
mill  was  estal>lished  in  185,^  on  the  stream 
tlowing  from  the  west  near  its  junction  with 
the  ri\er,  at  which  milling  is  done  the  greater 
jiart  of  the  _\ear  in  addition  to  a  large  trade 
in  grain  and  feed.  The  null  pond  also  furnishes 
the  privilege  from  which  a  great  |)art  of  the 
ice  Used  in  both  .Myotics  is  taken,  anil  is  of  it- 
self an  inq)ortant  industry.  About  one  mile 
westerly  up  this  stream  stan(l>  the  old  llabcock 
grain  mill,  used  as  such  a  generation  ago,  that 
business  having  been  superceded  in  later  years 
by  a  line  factor}-. 

The  hamlet  known  as  Ibirnet's  I'orners  is 
located  at  this  ])oiiil  <in  the  tuinpike,  and  is 
so  called  from  the  residence  of  the  lUunet 
family  at  one  of  the  angles  of  the  highway 
crossing.  The  house  was  built  about  the  year 
1S40  by  Capt.  Richard  Unmet  and  kept  by  him 
;.s  the  "l'e(|uot  liotei"  during  the  last  days  of 
passenger  trax'el  on  tlu'  tu!n|)ike.  Its  spacious 
hall  was  at  one  time  a  noii'd  resort  for  pleasure 
parties,  for  dancing  seliools,  iialls  and  t)ther 
gatherings.  The  house  is  now  the  |iri\;ite  les- 
idence  of  mend)ers  o|  ilie  s.niii'  lanulv.  The 
I  pi)osile  angle  of  the  highw.ix  i-  the  site  of 
the  disiriet  sehoi  il  In  aise 

('oiUinuing  westward  iq>  this  same  inconsid- 
ei.dde  but  \  er\"  uidnsi  1  k  ms  siri-am.  there  was 
a   small   null   known  .1-   the  ".^^lom.'   haclorx " 
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l)iiilt  for  tlie  manufacture  of  cloth,  l)ut  after- 
waril  used  for  ^riiuliiif^  corn  and  grain  and 
other  purposes.  Al)o\e  this  was  a  niiil  some- 
times called  "lUue  Ruin"  used  as  a  carding 
mill  in  which  woolen  rolls  were  carded  for 
s])inning  ami  weaving  h}'  hand  in  the  homes 
throughout  a  wide  section  of  territory.  Half 
a  mile  north  from  Burnet's  Ccjriiers  was  the 
machine  shop  and  business  of  Watrous  and 
liacon,  which  employed  several  men  and  con- 
structed machines  of  value  and  importance. 
The  Welles  homesteail  is  situated  on  the 
turnpike  about  half  a  mile  west  of  the  village 
near  which  is  a  steam  mill  used  for  s-awing 
\arious  kinds  of  lumber.  The  Welles  family 
have  from  the  earliest  times  been  owners  of 
large  tracts  of  land  in  Groton,  one  of  which 
includes  the  historic  I'orter's  Rocks  and  their 
picturesque  surroundings. 


Oldest  Baptist  Church  in  the  State 

The  history  of  this  church  reaches  back  to 
a  date  one  year  earlier  than  the  organization  of 
the  town  of  Groton.  In  1704,  a  few  scattered 
Baptists  residing  east  of  the  Thames  river  in 
New  London  petitioned  the  general  court  for 
a  settlement  as  a  dissenting  congregation,  and 
sent  a  recpiest  to  Mr.  Valentine  Wightman, 
then  a  young  P>ai)tist  minister  of  reputation  in 
Rhode  Island,  to  come  and  be  their  leader.  Ik- 
came  without  delay,  and  in  1705  gathered  and 
organized  the  l-'irst  Baptist  Church  in  GrcHon, 
which  small  company  was  also  the  first  formed 
I!aj)tist  church  in  Connecticut. 

By  the  gift  of  William  Sta.rk,  who  was  after- 
wards the  first  deacon  of  the  church,  the  young 
pastor  was  presented  with  a  house  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  which  for  several  generations  be- 
came the  home  of  the  Wigiitmans.  This  ])ar- 
sonage  was  situated  on  Stark's  llill,  as  former- 
ly called,  near  which  the  New  J^ondon  and 
Providence  turnpike  was  opened  many  years 
later.  The  house  is  still  staiuling  after  the  two 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  ciiurili.  TIic 
tirsl  meeting  house  of  the  i'>ai)lisls  was  built  in 
171S,  on  land  owned  by  l)eac()n  .Stark,  about 
half  a  mile  southeasterly  from  the  parsonage. 


The  school  advantages  in  Old  Mystic  are 
now  better  than  can  be  found  in  most  towns 
outside  the  large  cities.  Formerly  the  north- 
/eastern  section  of  the  town  including  the  vil- 
lage was  a  part  of  the  I'urnet's  Corners  dis- 
trict. In  1851  that  section  of  Groton  was  incor- 
porated with  the  sixth  school  district  of  Ston- 
ington,  having  its  school  house  already  in  the 
village  of  Old  Mystic.  By  this  change,  all  the 
village  and  the  adjacent  territory  was  joined 
in  one  district.  The  school  has  now  three 
departments,  but  all  the  grades  of  the  sched- 
ule of  studies  for  the  town  of  Stonington  are 
represented.  The  high  school  is  identical  in 
rank  and  grade  with  the  three  other  high 
schools  in  Stonington,  all  having  the  same 
schedule  of  studies,  the  same  tests  of  schol- 
arship, and  pupils  in  all  ma}'  graduate  and  re- 
ceive a  diploma  on  completion  eif  ihe  course 
of  studies. 


on  the  traveled  path  known  as  the  I'ost  road, 
two  miles  west  of  the  present  house  of  wur- 
shi]).  It  was  a  ])lain,  sipiare  structure  of  small 
dimensions,  without  paint  or  embellishments 
of  any  kind  and  never  had  fueplace  or  stove 
for  warmth  or  comfort.  lUit  it  had  a  history 
and  memories  of  gospel  sermons  and  worship 
that  greatly  endeared  it  to  the  two  or  three 
generations  Ijy  whom  it  was  successi\ely  oc- 
cui)ied. 

Mr.  Wightman  was  of  a  race  and  fanuly  of 
preachers  and  was  the  great-grandson  nl  Kev. 
I'-dwartl  Wightman  of  liurton-on-  l  i ciu .  w  ho 
was  the  last  martyr  1)\  fire  in  I'.ngland,  lia\  mg 
been  burnt  at  the  stake  at  1  .itchlield,  .\|mi1  11, 
l()lJ.  lie  was  well  adajited  lo  the  wiirk  of 
I'ioneer  in  preaching  the  guspel.  and  sowed 
the  seeds  from  which  ilaptist  cimrclies  grew 
to  advocate  liberty  ot  conscience,  in  the  days 
wlu'n  men.  Wdiiu'ii  and  children  could  be 
thrown  iiUo  |)ri>on  lor  lii>Uliiig  a  I'l.ipli^i  meet- 
ing, he,  with  his  laithl'nl  hand,  maintained  the 
\ital  points  ol  (  hristi.in  libi  ii\  a>  well  ,is  Ua))- 
tisl  faith. 

riu'  I'ollowing  statutes  wire  enactiil  as  l.ite 
as  i7J.^: 

"W  liaiMH  X  I  I    pi  iMiMs  s|i;ii|   |iu  siiinr  on  the  Lord's 
\>i  luido'l   tile   uDi'-iiip  111   (i.mI   ill   snmc  lawful 
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L'ongregatioii,  and  form  tlKiiiselvL-s  into  separate  com- 
panies in  private  houses;  being  eonvicted  thereof  shall 
each  of  them  for  e\er_\-  such  (iffense  fnrfeil  the  sum 
of  twenty  shillings." 

"Whatsoexer  pi-rson  not  being  a  lawfully  allowed 
minister  of  the  gosi)el,  shall  presume  to  perform  the 
holy  sacraments  by  administering  them  to  any  per- 
son or  persons  wdiatsoever,  and  being  thereof  eon- 
\ictcd,  shall  incur  ibe  penalty  of  ten  pounds  for  every 
such  oiTense,  and  suffer  corpora!  punishment  by  whip- 
ping not  exceeding  lliirlv    lashes  for  each  offense." 

Many  instances  could  he  cited  of  tliose  who 
sufil'ered  fines  anrl  imprisonment,  hi  the  years 
that  have  folio weil  we  can  partially  realize 
the  changes  that  ha\-c  taken  i)!ace  in  the 

minds  of  men.  Intnlerance  has  L;i\'en  way  to 
liherality  of  tlu)n,L;hl.  and  independence  of  ac- 
tion is  e\'ery\\here  i)ermitted,  btU  it' slionld  be 


mentioned  as  the  first  deacon,  two  otliers  are 
known  to  ha\'e  filled  that  office,  Isaac  hamlj 
and  Joseph  Culver.  Air.  W'inlitman  continued 
with  the  church  until  his  death  in  1747  closed 
Ills  \o\v^  ]>astorate  of  fortj'-two  years.  A 
W'it^htman  memorial,  ei-ecled  in  1890,  marks 
his  restinj^-  ])lace  in  the  \\'i.i;htman  IJnrial 
(Ironnd  which -adji  >incd  ihe  first  lw<)  houses  of 
\\'orship. 

Rev.  Daniel  h'isk  of  Rhode  inland  was 
called  to  l)e  his  successor.  During'  his  minis- 
try l)ej4'an  the  "i^reat  awak'c-ninj.;"  under  the 
preachini;"  of  W  hitefield  and  l)a\cn])i)rt,  which 
d.ce])ly  moved  all  the  churches,  and  in  many 
the  imiiressions  maile  restdted  in  divisions.  In 


vii,i..\(;k  (;uk,kn  and  ciirKcn  kdikick  m  ii/r  in  isi.t 


remembered  that  not  a  truth  or  principle 
taut^ht  by  the  early  r-aiUi-ts  has  been  recanted, 
changed,  or  o\ertln"o\vn. 

Mr.  Wii^htman  was  greatly  fa\-ored  by  ha\'- 
ing  as  neighboring  ministers  (d'  the  Standing 
(')r(ler,  Ephraim  WoodbVidge  ami  John  (  )wen, 
whose  liberality  towards  the  l;ai)tisls  was  in 
marked  contrast  to  the  si)irit  of  the  times. 
Wightman  and  Owen  e\'er  labored  side  by 
side  in  accord  ami  in  nnitual  friendship  until 
the  death  of  the  former. 

■Mr.  Wightman  was  in  adxance  of  his  day 
and  of  his  own  i)eoplc.  Me  inlrodnced  singing 
as  a  part  of  pid)lic  worshij),  and  to  nucl  ihe 
sirong  opposition  to  this  inno\alion  he  pub 
lished  a  book  ad\ocating  its  practice.  l)uring 
his   pastorale,   besides   William   Slark,  before 


r.aptist  churches  there  were  also  dixisioiis  into 
open  and  stricl  connninmiu.  and  alter  \arions 
clTcU'ts  to  reconcile  these  \ic\\^.  al  lciiL;lh  m 
1754,  the  church  was  reorgain/ed,  ailo|)iiiig 
open  eonnnunion. 

i'"rom  this  lime  I'innilln  \\  ii^iit in.in,  sou  of 
ihe  first  i)aslor.  becaiiie  the  leader  oi  the 
timrch,  and  in  I75'>  was  oidaiucd  pa-~toi-. 
W  illi  him  wa-re  as^ncialed  twenty  eight 
memi)ers,  and  their  co\cnant  dating  June  2S, 
1754,  is  upon  the  (  lunch  records  which,  from 
thai  time  forwaril,  li,i\e  been  Inlh  preseived. 
AImuiI  ihe  \ear  1705.  ihe  Mr^l  il.iptist  church 
(.1  llropu;,  then  the  hailing  church  of  lliat  faith 
in  tiu-  state,  as  _\\(  ll  ;is  ilic  first  boin,  returned 
to  its  formei-  piaetitT  of  strict  conuuuuion.  in 
I.  oiiseipience  o|    which   --onu'   of  the  memliers 
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witlulrew  and  fDniKHl  llic  Secoiul  Baptist 
clnircli  of  (irdioii,  Mimcllmes  called  the  l'\irt 
Hill  church. 

A  histDi'ian  tells  us  that  riniolliy  \\'i,yhtnian 
was  a  "man  of  medium  stature  and  erect  form, 
affable  manners,  seri(jus  deportment  and  man- 
Iv  bearins^,  and  was  nii^h  a  model  man."  As  a 
preacher  he  was  fearless  and  faithful.  His 
ministry  reached  tiirou.^h  two  ,i;reat  uj^heavals 
in  the  hi>lor)'  of  (jur  C(JunlrY;  the  ".t;reat 
awakenini;'  in  church  life,  ])efore  relerred  to. 
and  the  re\'olulion  that  inaui;uratetl  our  na- 
tional independence,  lie  taught  his  j^eople  to 
honor  the  ri^ht,  and  his  church  furnished  its 
cpiota  of  ])atriotic  bltjod  in  defence,  of  lil^erty. 
Un  one  occasion  two  members  of  his  llock 
who  were  soldiers,  hav  im;  been  allowed  to  visit 
their  homes  and  tindini;  a  meeting'  in  ])rogress, 
came  at  once  to  the  mectiuL;  in  all  iheir  sol- 
dierly outfit.  (  )n  entering;  they  received  from 
the  pastor  this  scriptural  L^reeting  and  wel- 
come: "Ami  l)eing  let  i^ti  the)'  went  to  their 
own  company." 

Ihree  deacons  were  ordained  durinj^  his 
ministry,  jnhn  W'if^htman  and  I'eter  Avery  in 
1757,  and  Thomas  Xorthmp  .\iles  in  177'S. 
Deacon  I'eter  .\\ery  was  a  man  of  decided 
personalit)-  and  a  leader  in  church  matters.  He 
was  loud  and  strong-  of  speech,  but  of  at^ree- 
able  manner  and  reputed  wealth.  He  [;ave  the 
church  one  hundred  ])ounds  sterlinj.^'  and  a  sil- 
ver cup  for  comnuuiion  ser\ice.  lie  was  dea- 
con for  fifty  years,  until  his  death. 

A  glimpse  of  the  old-time  church  singing  is 
here  given  in  the  cpiaint  language  of  the 
church  record :      -  ■  ' 

"Oct  yc  3,   177^5.  -Vik'^   iiinvcd   thru  suiiiehoily 

should  bi.'  clioM'ii  to  set  the  IN.iliu,  when  the  chuiih 
made  choicL'  of  l!r  lieuadani  (lallup,  and  in  hi->  ,ih 
sense  Br  John  Daboll  to  set  the  I'saliii  .ind  likewise 
voted  that  they  .set  as  near  the  center  of  the  uieetmi^ 
lioiise  as  they  conveniently  cm." 

"April  ye  3,  1779.  Hr  (Jalinp  moved  that  the  chiinh 
should  reconsider  a  vote  nf  theirs  in  October  appoint- 
ing him  and  I'r  Daljoll  to  tune  the  I'salm,  as  lie  fmnid 
I'r  Daholl's  gift  to  be  snpeiior  In  bis,  .\ccoi'i!in)^i\ 
at  Hr  Gallup's  desire  lbe\  appointed  llr  l)aboll  tn  be 
lirst  in  tunin.L;  the-  I'sabn  and  llr  (iallup  to  .lssi^t  hini." 

During  rimolhy  W'iglilman's  ministry  there 

were  large    addilinns    id    tin-    chtnch,  which 

luimbercd  two  htindicd  and  liflecn  nuMnbers  al 

the  close  of  his  ])aslorale.     In   i7«;o,  a  ^cc(lnd 


house  of  worship  was  built  on  the  site  of  the 
former  hoti^e.  .Mr.  W  ightman's  death  occurred 
in  i7i/>  at  the  age  of  seventy-se\en,  in  the 
fort}'-third  }  ear  uf  jiastorale. 

\\\  inter\al  of  four  years  fwllowed  during 
w  hich  i\e\'.  l\.cid>cn  I 'aimer  of  Mutit\  ille 
preached  as  siii)])ly  a  part  of  the  time,  and 
more  than  sexenty  were  added  to  the  chiu-ch. 
Among  others,  Jcjhti  (iano  W  ightiuan,  son  of 
tlie  late  pastor,  a  _\iiung  man  of  more  than  or- 
tlinary  ability,  wliu  had  recei\ed  a  classical 
education  at  I'lainlicld  Academy,  was  con- 
verted and  ])a])tized  in  i7()S  at  the  age  of  thir- 
ty-one. Soon  afterwards  he  accepted  the  call 
of  the  church  to  become  its  pastor  and  was 
(  rdained  .\ug.  13,  1800. 

John  (  iano  \\  ightman  was  a  Ingical  and 
liiient  s])eaker,  well  \ersc<l  in  scrii)Hire  and  a 
successfitl  minister  of  L'hrist.  |)uring  his  pas- 
torate not  less  than  ten  seasons  of  re\  ival  were 
experienced,  greatly  strengthening  the  chtirch 
and  re|)airing  the  b/sscs  by  death  ami  remo\al 
to  cities  and  \  illages  and  t'l  the  far  west. 

.\  branch  chtirch  was  fdrmed  in  iS_^i  as  the 
riiird  r>a])tist  cliurch  of  iirotmi,  afterwards 
known  as  the  Mariner's  church,  loc.iled  w  c^l 
of  the  ri\'er  at  Mystic,  then  called  I 'c irtcr--\  ille. 

During  his  |)asliirate  the  fdllnwing  were  or- 
(ktined  deacons:  llciKidam  (ialhij)  in  lSo^). 
Samuel  Lamb  and  Saiuls  I'ish  in  icSio,  Stanl<in 
I',  liabcock  ill  iSjS,  and  C  jiddinL;li  m  t'uKcr 
and  James  C.  Lamb  in  iS_^S. 

The  church  was  blessed  with  f;iitlilul  la\-- 
nien  as  well  as  ofticers.  Joseph  Ldbci,  a  line.il 
descemk'int  of  (Io\'.  Winthidp  uf  t  dimccliciit, 
was  a  jildicidtis  and  trusted  helper,  ami  a 
tower  df  slrcngth  Id  the  church  in  his  d.i\  .  and 
ill  iaillilul  altendance  hi->  recdid  i-^  wilhdtit  a 
|i;irallcl,  lie  cai"cfiill\  kept  a  diai  \  .iiid  accdi  d- 
ing  td  its  pages  he  was  ab->eiil  fidiu  Ldnl  s  d,iv 
serx'ice  only  twice  in  !oit\  \  cars.  I'wd  df  his 
grandsdiis  lia\  c  Idled  imiidi  laiit  pdsitidii--  in 
the  Haptist  mini-~li\,  l\e\.  I'.dmer  i  1.  Wiglit- 
iiiaii  w  lidse  name  appears  later  as  pa-ldr  of 
this  cliiirch,  and  l\e\ .  bi-eph  l'.  \\  ightman  an 
eiiiiiu-iil  scIk  iI.u  and  di\  inc. 

.\ndihei    \,ilti.ible  Cdninbnldr  lo  llie  spirit 
ii.il  life  di  ilu  _cliiii  cli  w  .1  -  "1  dd  I  )ua-<h,  '  a>  lie 
was  Cdiimididv  i..dlcd.    <  hi.i'-li  W  illi.ims  wa^  a 


.uri'.ui-.!  .1(1 1 
til  ■ 
.-111  . 

-lid)  to 

!'.  i;  .'/  ;  i;  .'1  ■)■ .  »•■  I."  ■• ' . 

flM,,  .!!;_;(  ■!  I. 

K  iisij;    "till;?!!  in 
i  u7''  ii.'j'.'  ■  .'-n     'I  ■ 

■  I  i.l  I  '/■  ■'■  f    'il    i  I'"  I ' 

■-i)  Ijj  .        1 1  (:    ,."  • 

)  r    /j    !  ' 

! .  ■  •>?  »■'• 

;     >>-|  ;        1  I  f  1 

i'. /!<«.)  I..'': 

,,i:oi);iMi!'rM' ;  1( ,      -ni  wii  V/ 


HIS  '1 OKIC  GRO'ION 


,sla\'e  in  early  lilo  and  nc\cr  learned  to  reatl, 
l>ut  he  was  nii<^lity  in  the  ScriiJtures  and  knew 
them  better  than  many  who  leach  them  as 
their  sacred  callini^.  lie  conld  ^a)-  with  David, 
■■■j'hy  word  liaxe  1  liid  in  m\-  heart."  His  i^ift 
of  exliortatiitn  wa^,  wonderful.  llis  a])i)eals 
were  fnll  the  lixely  imai;ery  and  fervid  emo- 
tion peculiar  to  his  race  cond)iiu-<l  with  Mich 
feeling-  and  sensible  a])])lication  of  di\  ine  truth, 
and  expressed  in  voice  and  manner  so  etTec- 
ti\'e  that  his  audience  could  rarcK  refrain  from 
tears.  His  counsel>  were  a  \aluable  hel])  to 
many,  and  in  after  years  the  memory  <if  his 
services  ])rom])ted  the  erection  of  a  numu- 
nient  at  his  s^rax-e. 


rUKSION'T  liAlTlsr  (  lU  K(  II 


The  first  Sunday  school  connected  witli  the 
church  was  organized  in-nS^j.  'i'huugh  not 
having-  n-ieans  of  conducting  that  wurk  in  the 
manner  of  the  ])resent  da}  ,  it  had  in  \  ie\v  the 
fundamental  object  of  gaining  ami  imparting 
a  knowledge  of  the  IbiK  I^^criptnres,  in  which 
it  was  eminently  successful. 

Mr.  Wighlman  died  in  1X41,  having  served 
the  church  as  pastiir  furlv-uiu'  seal's.  With  his 
death  closed  a  remarl>:able  serif's  of  pastoi"att's 
by  father,  scju,  and  grandson,  covering  a  pe 
riod  of  one  hundred  and  I wcnl\'-si\  vears.  it 
is  im|)()ssible  to  justly  review  the  hislorv  of 
this  church  witlmut  carefulU   n  uisidering  the 


li\es  of  these  men  and  their  inlluence  nj)on 
the  peoi)le  of  their  day.  'ko  them,  with  their 
unfeigned  lo\e  of  the  truth,  their  piety,  their 
sturdy  maintenance  of  Maptist  princij)les  in 
lace  of  all  op])osilion,  and  to  their  wi>e  and 
diligent  leader>hi|>  i-,  due  the  impressions 
which  made  all  tluN  wide  section  of  countr\- 
become  si)ecial  ITapli^t  ground.  'I  hat  such  i> 
tlie  fact,  the  h\-e  nourishing  llaptist  churches 
in  the  town  of  (irolon,  and  five  more  in  the  ad- 
joining to\vn^  of  Stonington  and  .X'orlh  Ston- 
ington  are  continual  witnesses. 

.\fter  the  death  of  b)hn  (  .ano  W'ightman. 
.\lr.  1;.  V.  Iledden,  a  mendjer  of  the  ivirt  Hill 
church,  was  called  to  the  i>astorale.  and  was 
ordained  in  Ai)ril,  1842.  During  his  short  stay 
of  about  one  year  the  church  seems  to  ha\-e 
been  unusually  acti\e,  and  a  change  of  the  lo- 
cation ot  the  n-ieeting  house  was  ad\'(icated. 

(  )n  the  t \vent\'-second  of  l'el>ruary,  1843,  a 
\i)te  was  pas^ed  to  remox'e  to  .My^tic,  as  Old 
.Mystic  was  then  called,  wheiie\er  a  suitable 
house  of  worship  ^honld  be  erected  at  that 
place.  in  the  same  moiUh  a  branch  church 
\\liicli  had  been  manitaiiK'd  f<ir  a  time  at  I.ed- 
yard  was  constituted  an  in(le])endent  church. 
.\lso  on  the  sixteenth  of  March  a  (U'legalion 
from  this  church  assisted  in  a  council  at  ( iro- 
ton  Heights  in  establishing  the  present  t  iroton 
lleights  church.  In  \i)ril,  iS4_',  .Stephen 
I'eckham,  A\ery  (lallni)  and  Daniel  (  hipman 
were  ordained  deacons. 

.\lr.  Iledden  was  succeeded  in  1S43  by  l\e\'. 
Charles  C.  Lewis  who  remaiui'd  with  the 
church  less  than  one  \'eai".  In  the  meantime 
the  site  for  a  lU'W  lionse  of  worship  wa-^  se- 
cured, located  still  wilhin  the  town  of  (.roton. 
\\'liere  tin-  prest'Ut  hon-^e  stands,  anil  a  new 
(  hnrch  was  built,  w  hich  was  dedicated  l-'eb- 
ni;uy  _'_>,  iS.pp 

i'he  old  house  in  (Irolon  remained  si.mding 
for  a  lime  and  some  w  ei  e  nnwdling  to  gi\  t'  it 
U|)  as  a  place  of  worship,  .lud  meetings  wtU'i- 
fiecpiently  held  within  its  h,illowi'd  w.dls.  I. ike 
its  luedecesso]-  it  m.ide  no  outwaid  inetension 
to  architectural  beauty,  but  was  a  sipiaic.  i)arn- 
like  structiue  uil.houl  spire  or  steeple  or  even 
.1  chimnew  I  he  luju'  trom  its  oni'  slo\e  alter 
uossiiiL;  the  ii>om  liori/ontalh    lound  us  way 
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out  tlirnui^h  a  window,  whcvc  a  ])aiic  of  t^lass 
once  had  been.  It  had  llic  M|nare-  family  pews 
of  tliosc  times,  each  one  comijlelely  walled  in 
by  a  hi,i;h  board  partition  in  wliicli  the  older 
occui)ants  sat  where  the}-  eould  >ee  the  preach- 
er, but  the  children  were  placed  with  backs  to- 
ward the  ])ulpit,  and  their  view  was  mostly 
confined  to  the  inside  wall>  of  their  prison,  re- 
he\'ed  oid\'  b)'  the  stern  countenances  of  their 
ehlers.  \  i\'id  recoUecticjns  nin\'  come  of  ser- 
\  ices  in  that  house  when  the  sound  of  the 
preaching"  seemed  something  wonderful  ;  and 
when  tlie  hymn  was  sung  by  lingers  in  the  gal- 
lery, wholl}-  out  of  sight  from  the  children's 
place  in  the  cavernous  i)evv,  after  vainly  trying 
to  find  where  that  sound  came  from,  the  inev- 
itable conclusion  was  reached  that  it  came 
from  heax'en.  Sometimes  during  service  a 
bright-eyed  scpiirrel  would  come  a  little  way 
out  from  his  hiding  place  and  all  umnoved  I))' 
Ins  surroundings,  listen  for  a  short  time  to  the 
profound  preaching,  then  with  a  scam])er  re- 
tire to  his  own  haunts. 

'idle  interior  work  of  the  house  was  more 
highly  finisheil,  with  hand  wrought  panels  and 
niouUlingb,  and  the  front  cif  the  lofty  pulpit 
with  much  car\ed  work,  on  all  of  which  nt) 
paint  was  ever  used,  l)ut  it  remained  in  the 
natural  color  antl  fini>h  of  the  wood,  liut  the 
most  striking  feature  of  that  room  was  its  huge 
1 'ear-shaped  sounding  board,  hanging  by  a 
single  rod  of  iron  directly  o\  er  the  minister  as 
he  stood  up  to  preach.  A  childish  fear  amount- 
irjg  almost  to  torture  was  continuously  ])resent 
that  at  some  dreadful  mijuient  that  might) 
thing  would  dro))  and  ulli'rly  extinguish  the 
|)oor  preacher.  Whellier  the  sounding  board 
greatly  increasetl  [he  xnlnme  ol  the  sjfeaker's 
N'oice  is  a  matter  of  doubt,  but  in  this  case  it 
was  sure  evidence  of  the  regard  a  loving  peo- 
j/le  had  for  a  falheily  jiaslor,  for  in  building 
that  house  in  the  later  \H'ars  of  d'imollw 
W'ightnian's  pastorate,  wln'U  his  s))i'ecli  had 
lost  some  ol  the  strength  and  \  igor  of  vouth, 
this  device  was  added  to  incriM.^v  the  sound, 
lhat  all  might  be  able  lo  hear  his  Noice.  .\o 
thought  entered  tludr  true  health  of  exchang- 
iiig    his   counscds    for    those   of   .inotlu-r,  e\en 


though  the  mark-,  ( d'  tiiue  and  weight  of  years 
were  ajjparent  ni  waning  strength  and  voice. 
Little  wonder  that  those  who  had  been  wor- 
shii)pers  ni  lhat  house  \\ei"e  unwdling  to  give 
il  up,  for  they  had  memories  that  stirred  their 
hearts,  and  had  an  abiding  alt'ection  for  that 
house  in  its  beautiful  retired  ])lace  by  the  fra- 
grant forest,  and  for  the  quiet  church  yard 
where  their  lo\  ed  and  lost  were  laid  to  their 
long  rest.    There  often  indeed 

"The  souiuling  aisles  nf  liie  dim  w(jo>U  rang 
'1(1  tile  aiulu-m  i>f  llie  free." 

Uev.  Cyrus  .Miner  was  the  first  pasteir  to  oc- 
eup)  the  new  house,  beginning  his  services  in 
.\pril  following  the  dedication.  He  remained 
r  nly  one  year  and  was  succeeded  by  W  illiam 
L  .  Walker,  who  was  called  by  this  church  to 
Ills  first  luistorate  in  April,  1845.  I'liough 
)oung,  his  loving  disposition,  genuine  good 
will,  and  zeal  for  his  .Master  soon  won  lo  him 
the  hearts  of  his  people,  i  Le  wa>  ordained  in 
jiuie  at  the  session  of  the  Stonington  L  nion 
.Association,  wdiich  was  held  with  the  church 
lhat  year. 

During  his  pastorate  id"  live  years,  the  first 
additions  were  made  to  ihe  church  (ju  its  new 
ground.  The  Sunday  school  received  special 
attention  from  him,  and  from  that  time  was 
made  more  allractne  and  imporiaiu  as  .1  part 
ol  church  work.  111-heallli,  which  i)re\emed 
cc.nitiiiued  elloii  in  laiblic  speaking,  led  lo  his 
resignation.  1  he  niinisler's  sui)i)ori  111  those 
(kns  does  not  iitjw  .seem  lo  ha\ e  been  a  gilded 
attraction,  as  the  records  show  the  amount  to 
lia\e  been  but  tliri'e  liiiiidred  dollar-  per  an- 
num, and  e\ en  this  sinn  was  Willi  dilVicully 
raised  and  not  alwass  piompllv  jiaid. 

l\e\-.  b'lmes  .S(|uier  was  |lu'  ne.vl  pasU>r  for 
about  one  \ear.  I)nriiig  his  slay  an  increase 
of  inlerest  was  niamtesi  ;iiid  extra  meolings 
were  held  \mong  oliieis  who  assisted  in  the 
services  was  Kev  k.r.islus  .Miner  whose 
preaching  gri-allv  mteii'sied  man\.  and  wlict 
was  e\eiitnall\  called  lo  be  the  next  past,>r. 
I  he  church  gained  in  numbers  during  the  ear- 
bii  p. Ill  ol  Ills  npnistry,  but  later  lliere  was 
diss.ilisfaclion  and  it  grew  so  greal  lhal  the 
I  liiirch    was    di\  ided    ,'iiid    separate  meetings 
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were  held,  l^his  state  of  tliiii,L;s  continued  for 
a  time  after  Mr.  Miner  liad  .severed  liis  con- 
nection with  the  church. 

Rev.  John  1*",.  W dod  was  next  called  and 
came  to  his  duties  with  a  plan  fur  la\inj;  aside  ' 
all  differences  and  reuniliiiL;  llie  church  on 
common  i^rnund,  which  under  his  discreet 
leadershi])  as  |)a,st(ir  was  happily  eh'ected.  I  lis 
active  career  and  ellorts  awakened  renewed 
interest  in  all  church  work.  'idie  .Sunday 
school  was  reinvij^orated  and  hy  his  planning;, 
the  Sunday  School  Convention  to  the  Stoning- 
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ton  Union  Associatiiin  was  estaldished,  and 
the  first  meeting  was  held  with  this  churcii  in 
1S58.  tie  resigned  in  .\'(i\eml)er,  18(10,  and 
was  followed  bv  Rev.  Ivlgar  .\.  Ilewitt,  who 
continued  with  the  church  three  years.  Uy  a 
Ijcquest  of  Mrs.  .Sally  (iallup  the  church  re- 
ceived a  fund  of  ahout  fourteen  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Soon  after  the  resignation  of  .\Ir.  Ilewitt, 
Rev.  Palmer  d.  Wightman,  graiulson  of  Rev. 
John  Gano  A\'ightiuan,  accepted  a  call  to  the 
pastorate  and  commenced  lahors  upon  the 
field  of  his>  fathei'.i  in  June,  nSdj,  lie  was  well 
fitted  for  the  position,  and  hegan  his  pastoral 
work  with  imwavering  failh,  acli\e  zeal  and 
untiring  effort.  The  tduuch  responded  to  (he 
spirit  and  earnesliu'ss  manifested  hy  him,  ami 
th.cre  began  a  har\e>l  of  accessions  to  the 
church.  During  the  winter  of  18(15  ;ind  i8()('), 
meetings  were  continned  nearl\'  e\er\  e\en- 
ing  for  more  than  three  inoiilhs.  ;m<l  within 
that  time  eiiihl v-eisjht  were  banlised.     In  the 


extra  work  of  that  winter  .Mr.  Wightman  was 
greatl)'  assisted  hy  lilder  Jahez  .Swan  of  evan* 
gelistic  renown,  the  two  working  in  i)erfect 
accord  with  each  other  and  with  the  church, 
rhongh  no  other  re\'i\'al  of  like  power  was 
experienced,  man_\'  more  were  afterward  add- 
ed to  the  church.  During  the  tweK'e  _\ears  of 
his  pastorate  two  hundred  and  twenty-four 
new  members  were  received,  and  the  mem- 
l)ership  of  the  church  reached  the  highest 
point  in  its  history,  ha\ing  been  two  hundred 
and  ninety-six  in  1875. 

A\'ith  increased  membershi])  and  larger  con- 
gregations the  hcuise  of  worshi])  was  found  too 
small  for  the  needs  of  the  church,  and  it  was 
at  length  decided  to  build  a  new  house,  which 
was  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  one  and  ded- 
icated in  October,  1807.  The  .Sunday  school 
was  at  this  period  umler  the  superintemlence 
c:f  Aiuos  r>.  Taylor  and  contiiuied  to  be  for 
nearly  twenty  years,  and  was  larger  than  at 
any  time  since  its  formation,  numbering  o\ei' 
two  hundred  scholars.  I!)  the  betpiest  of  Zer- 
\  iah  Wightman,  daughter  of  Re\  .  john  (iaiu) 
Wightman,  the  church  canu'  into  possession  of 
its  present  parsonage  and  a  considerable  sum 
i:l  money  as  a  fund  for  the  support  of  gospel 
preaching.  In  i8()7.  Thomas  II.  X'incent  was 
apjiointed  deacon,  and  in  1872.  .\llan  Sie\en- 
son,  .\ehemiah  .M .  (lallu]i  and  llenjamin  \\. 
Ilewitt  were  also  a])polnted  to  that  ol'tice.  Mr. 
Wightman  resigned  his  pastor.ile  in  1870.  hav- 
ing been  greatly  instrumental  in  building  u|) 
the  church  in  numbers,  inllnence  and  elTicien- 

C)'. 

I\e\  .  I'.li  Di'w  hurst  succei'ded  to  the  pastor- 
ale the  same  year  in  which  .Mr  W  ightman  re- 
signed, and  continued  with  the  church  li\e 
years.  During  ih.il  lime  an  effort  was  made 
to  clear  the  ehuicli  of  milebteihuss  upon  its 
iiouse  ot  woi  ship.  and  by  the  saeriliei's  of  many 
who  eontribiUeil  lar^'  smus  foi-  ihai  purpose 
the  whole  amount  was  laised  and  |',iid.  .Mr. 
Dewhursl  was  followed  b\  .\  h  .  John  l\ieh,ii-d 
-on  who  was  ord.iimd  b\  the  elmieh,  and  re- 
mained ;i  little  u\ore  than  a  year.  During  his 
p.istoral  term  ,1  numliei  weie  received  into 
the  i  hmeh,  Kew  Ibinu'i  \.  King  bee.ime  jias- 
toi  in   |nl\,  188^,  reni.iinini^  also  a  little  more 
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than  a  \'ear,  and  was  in  turn  follovvecl,  Jan- 
nary,  18S5,  A.  |.  Wikux  who  remained 
only  a  few  months. 

In  Scpteniher  of  the  hitter  _\ear  Rev.  A.^J- 
Ciiandler  was  calleil  to  the  pastorale.  W  ith 
him  an  imi)ortant  re\i\al  season  was  e.xperi- 
eneed,  in  which  aihhlions  were  made  to  the 
church,  and  it  was  i;reatly  cjuickencd  in  sjjirit- 
ual  thought  and  life.     In  some  changes 

were  made  in  the  interior  of  the  house  of  wor- 
ship, renderinn;  the  whole  much  hetter  ailajjled 
to  all  the  needs  of  church  work.  Three  dea- 
cons were  chosen  in  iSSj,  ."-iimeon  (lallup,  Wil- 
liam 11.  i.anii)here,  and  .\mos  D.  'i'urner.  j\lr. 
Chandler  resij.;ned  in  iXi^q,  closing  ten  years  of 
I'astoral  lahor,  and  was  succeeded  in  Xcjveni- 
lier  of  that  year  i)y  Uew  1  )ryden  W.  l'heli)s, 
who  continued  pastor  alxml  three  and  one-half 
years. 

.V  legacy  of  one  thousand  dollars,  the  gift 
of  ]\rrs.  lulia  A.  1  .angw  1  irth\',  was  received  1)\' 
the  church  in  i<S()(;.  In  Decemher  oi  that  year 
Rev.  I  lenry  \\  .  W  ilson  accepted  a  call  to  the 
church,  and  hegan  a  pastorate  full  of  encour- 
agement and  promise,  which,  however,  was 
brought  to  a  sudden  clo^e  ])y  his  untimely- 
death  June  5th,  .\hout  forty  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  during  his  labors. 

.Mr.  A\'ilson  was  followed  by  Rev.  lierbert 
1!.  llulchins,  who  began  hi.s  pastoral  work  in 
.November  of  the  same  year. 

fn  June,  ii;o4,  the  .Stonington  Union  .Asso- 
ciation held  its  one  hundred  and  thirty-second 
anni\'ersar\  with  the  church.  .\t  that  session 
the  association  jiresented  the  church  a  bronze 
nteniorial  tablet  "commemorating  the  found- 


ing of  this,  the  first  llajitist  church  of  Connec- 
ticut in  1703,  and  the  maintenance  by  it  of 
the  standard  of  Religious  Liberty,  and  the  self- 
sacrificing  de\otioii  of  X'aleiUine  W'ightman, 
its  founder,  Timoth}'  W'ighlman,  his  son,  and 
John  (lano  W  ightman,  his  grandson,  succes- 
sively its  mini.--lers  for  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
si.x  years." 

The  year  1905  closed  the  second  century  of 
the  existence  of  the  church.  In  August  of  that 
}'ear  exercises  were  held  commemorating  that 
e\ent,  beginning"  on  Sunda}',  .\ugust  6th,  and 
continuing  until  .\ug.  iKh-  At  the  iniblic  ser- 
vices held  each  da\-,  addresses  were  delivered 
b_\'  prominent  speakers  from  abroad  in  con- 
nection with  other  appropriate  exercises.  .\f- 
ter  the  addreh>  on  W  ednesday.  .\ng.  ijth,  the 
bi-centennial  exercises  were  concluded  with  a 
banquet  and  social  reunion. 

.\t  the  close  of  the  sectJiid  century  of  church 
life  the  number  of  member^  i^  two  hundred 
and  two.  Since  1754,  the  earliest  date  from 
\N  hich  a  continuous  record  of  niembershi])  can 
now  be  traced,  to  the  present  time,  tw'cKe  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven  members  have  been  en- 
rolled. 'lAventy-eight  iniihslers  of  the  gospel 
have  gone  out  from  this  membership  to  their 
\vork  in  all  part>  of  the  land.  If  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  the  l)i\ine  .Master,  and  the  cour- 
age and  (kwotioii  of  some  of  the  early  fathers 
whose  career  has  been  here  rexiewed,  another 
century  mav  show  a  powerful  inllnence  tor 
good  from  their  labors  also. 

.Mr.  Mutchins  closed  his  pa--torate  in  March, 
H)07,  and  was  succeeded  by  l\e\ .  |.  M.  (  )lm- 
stead,  in  Xoveniber  of  the  same  }  ear. 
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